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builds a house (and we will not be particular as to the size and ([uality),

and has cultivated a reasonable ])ortion of the soil, ho uets his patent

free, and will stand one of the freeholders of tiiis great country of

freehohiers. ((Cheering.) AVe are going to aid colonization conipanies

who show they have tiie capital, that they metui business, and that they

do not intend to hecon^e mere middlemen and to speculate at the

exj)ense of the immigrant l)y holding the lands at a high price. We
will, I say, assist such companies who will give ti necessaiy guarantees

to the (jiovernmont that they are in earnest, and that they mean to bring

the immigrant and })ut him on the land, (Cheering.) Tiicn. gentlemen,

we lU'e going to sell certain port inns of that land, and fund tlie ])rocee(ls,

and out of those proceeds we are going to pay tiie interest, and
ultimately the princi])al, of every dollar that the Dominion of Canada
has cxj)ended or will exjiend in building the railway and developing

the country.

The following is a .-lUmmary of Mr. lliggar's opinion of Manitoba :•—
•' As Manitoba is onlv the bcuinniii!'' of tiie immense extiuit of

fertile count ly which extends to the foot of the Itocky Mountains, we
can hardly du more than say that we have had our foot in the north-west.

The British i)ossessions in North America ai'e larger than the whole of

Kuro])e, and larger than the United States, witliout Alaska : and as the

wheat region throui^h which the Canada Pacific Uailway will pass is esti-

mateil to contain lOO million acres, the Canadians may well lie enthusiastic

over their possessions. None of the delegates went west of llapid City,

but the country south to the Assinihoine is rejiorted good dry land,

water good, and tindiei' sc.-i.rce. At Shoal Lake, forty miles north-west,

the land is similar, and on to Fort Ellice and the Touchwood Kills. At
h^dmonton, 850 miles the land is said to- ])e midulating and of the finest

description, and those who have visited the Peace River describe it as

the finest country of the whole, and say that notwithstanding its high

latitude it grows wheat well, while, ov.nig to its situation on the east

slope of the liocky Mountains, the climate is much milder than in much
lowc-r latitudes. But I may say that while it is in the same latitude as

Scotland, the summer is similar to that of Belufium. The land is

surveyed in sections of a mile S(piare, or 640 acres ; half of these

sections, corresponding to the white scjuares of ;i draught board, are

reserveil as railway lands, and sold at fixed prices according to distance

from the line of railway. I'he sections corresponding to the black

scpiares are reserved as free grant lands, each settler receiving 160 acres

on payment of a nominal sum, and with power to buy I GO more on easy
terms, the pric(^ varying from ,S'l to J^'2•, per acre. On the whole, Mr.
Biggar wus favourai)ly impressed with Manitoba. No one could doubt
that tliere was a great future before the country.
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