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Ri'siMrih C ouncil of C.iii.id.i. I'liiii- .in- alioiit a do/.iii liiiit. of industry in whiili

what arv to Ix- called Trade Guilds for Rcsj-arch may Ik- formed, and amf)nK>'

thini m.iy l«- mitition.-d llic Ta^nin^J, th<- Trxtiic, the Piilp and Paper, th<' Fisheries,

tin Furniture, the Rul'lier, the Iron and Steel, and the Clay I'roduils Industries

These all are important to the industrial development of Canada, and if the firms

in each of these could he brought to co-opcrato for research on their sp<'cial problems,

the result would lie ^really to their advantage in their stru^nl'' to win aRainst

outside competition. I'nfortunatcly the numl>er of firms in any iiarticular in-

dustry are fewer and, with some exceptions, of smaller capital and output than those

in Great Britain, and consequently the funds which they may pool for research

cannot he of a magnitude to compare with the fu!i<ls at the disposal of the British

Trade Assoc iat ions. It must also he recognized that public opinion is not yet such

as to sanction direct public aid to supplement the funds of a Guild as is the case

in some of the British Trade Associations. The latter .ire, in the rn.ijority of cases

at least, to pro\ ide and maintain their own l.ibor.itories, If the Guilds for Rest'arch

could Ix- given free accomm<Klati^in, light and heat and, where lU'cessary, motive

power, in some Central Research Institute, their funds coulil therefore t)e ex(>(>nded

for their research problems alone, not by any means a small acKantage. If, further,

all the Guilds having problems more or less relati'd were similarly aided, their

association in a Central Utsearch Institute wo\ild pronioti the suoess of su(h

Guilds and they would li.uc the .idvantage of tli<' superxisiun oi the si.iiT of the

Institute com|«ised, as it ought to be, of a number ot \ery liighh' expert spi( ialists

in research in the various fields of pure and appliid science.

The formation and the successful working of such Guilds in Canadian indus-

tries, therefore, de[)ends on the establishment of a National Research Institute.

Through such (iuilds only can the Canadian industries as a uliuK be- assisted to

meet the needs in scientific researc h which the cDnditions of to-day impose on tluni.

The question therefore of founding a National Research Institute is fmm this point

of view an urgent one, and it is so regarded by the Research Council uliiih li.is

recommended the establishment of sue h an Institute.

There are other reasons also which have contributed to this .11 tion by the

Council. There ought to be a centra! organization amply ecjuipped to undertake

research on general problems affecting the utilization of our natural n sources and on

general problems alTecting the industries generally. The need tor such is recog-

nized elsewhere and in some cases rt has been met by the founelation eif Institutes

whose work has l)een of immense servie-e to industry. Gerni.uiy h.is two of such,

one for [ihysical standards and research at Charlottenburg, the other for e heinie.il

research at Uahlem. For Great Britain there is the National I'lnsical I.aliorator\

at Tecldin.nton which concerns itself with researches along all tec luiic al lines, except

the c hemic al. The Bureau of Standards at Washington, as its n.inu' implies, deals

with standards of all sorts: physical, chemical, electric-al, met.illingical and e\en

industrial, but it also undertakes research problems for the industries. It has in

the seventeen yearsof its existence given splendid service in these lines to the nation.

A National Research Institute is now being established in Japan, and already

a fund of $2,(300,000 has been collected for it, more than half of which has been


