
( 47 7 )

Bookc Notices,

"The Jewlsh Encyclopoedia." Vol. X.
Phiipson-Sarnoscz. New York and
London: Funk &%Vagnalls Comipany.
1905. Price, $6.

It is Impossible to regard the appear-
ance of the successive volumes of this
great worki wvith other than a sentiment
of profound admiration for the patient
and exhaustive labor of Dr. Isidore Singer,
the general editor, and his co-laborers.
They have gone Into every field of liter-
ary and historical researchi, they have
examined the archives and officiai records
of every civilized nation to find -what .Jews
have contributed to the arts and sciences,
to the sum of humian life and thought.
They have given us this niost conipre-
hiensive and accurate survey of Jewish
history, biography, literature, biblical and
Talmudie; lore, religion, philosophy and
jurisprudence. The editors are now
aimlng to have the work completed on
the anniversary o! the arrivai of tlue first
Jewish colonists in America two hundred
and fifty years ago.

The present volume opens wvith the
"4ear]iest portrait of a Jewv," painted by
Rembrandt In 1632. In the article on
Rembrandt the interest taken by the
great painter In the Jews of Amsterdanm
is recalled and a list is given of his por-
traits and other -works of biblical and
.lewish intercst. This volume contains
no less than four hundred aud seventy-
four biographies represcnting ninety-four
professions and thirty different cou ntries.
It will be seen tlîat the encyclopoedia, is a
veritable "WVho's Who" 'lf Jewish men
of mark. "WhuIe in point of nunibers the
rabbis lead, it is remiariable that a very
large numuber of these notable mien were,
or are pbhysicians and writers on miedi-
cine. As a matter of fact, until recentlY
the nieflical profession was about the only
one open to Jews in niany Euiropean
countries. Literature, art and niusic also
dlaim miany distinguishied mames.

Perhaps tlic greatest interest in this
volume ivili attacli to tlie long and inter-
esting articles on tîme hlstory o! the Jews
in Portugal, Russia and Poland, and iii
the cities of Ronie, Prague, Pisa, St.
Petersburg, etc. Timese vahiable records
are br: uglit down to the nmost recent
tinies, .- d sucli cities of the New World

as Pittsburg, Plymouthi, Qtuebec, etc.,
have aiso appropriate treatuient.

It is to tue sliamne o! Russian Chîristian-
it--« and civilization tlîat thte latest period
o! lier Iiistory should have been marked
hy tie, niost cruel and rigerous oppression
of lier Jewishi subjects. It is said that
of the legai enactments concerning tue
.leîs franîed in Russia froni 1649 to
1881, no less than six hundred, or one-
liaif of tlîe total îiunber, bel6ng to the
reign of Nicholas I. (1825-1S55). Tue
liolicy then begun lias borne bitter fruiit
and lias left a stain that can nieyer be
effared upon tlîe fair naine o! the Rus-
sian p)eople.

The sketches of Rabbinical Iegeîid andl
folk-iore continue to be of great lnterest.
Mahny Jewishi proverbs are recorded In
this volume, some of wvhich are botli
quaint, and ivise, c.g., "The character of
a niai niay be recognized by three tlîings
-lis cup, lis purse, and lis anger."
"'When %vine enters In the secret slips
out." "A lie lias no feet." "Truthi Is
the seal o! God."

The excellent article on " Punctuation,"1
by Prof. WXilhelm Badher, of Budapest,
gives the little knowvn history in concise
form of the 1{ebrew vowel points. An-
otiier article of great value is the saxie
and clear statenient of Prof. Konig' on tlîe
subject of biblical. poetry and recent
inetrical theories. J. F. McL.

1'New Forces in Old Cina." Ail Un-
welcome but Inevitable Awalienitng.
By Arthur Judson Brown. Author
of " The Newv Era in the Philippines."
New York, Chicago, Toronto : Flemn-
ing H. ReveIl Co. Pp. 38S2. Price,
$1.50.

Tlie centre o! gravitY is quickly shift-
iiîg iii eastern Asia. Under the tutelage
of the island empire of .lapant and the
safegiar'c of tue Anglo-Ja.«pantese treaty,
the great enmpire o! Clilmia will soon1 Nvit-
îîess tîxe niost astouniding <levclopm)nt of
its wliole history. The three grent trars-
form iiîî forces operating in comservative
o11 China our author descibes as W\Nest-
ern trade, Western politics, and Western
religion. " There is sonîletlîing-," lie saYs,
Il fascinating, and at flue saine timne solfie-
thiug appallug in the spectacle o! a


