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TO VISITING LUMBERMEN.

lumbermen visiting Toronto are inviled to use the
office of tkc CANADA LUMSERMAN cs tkeir oxr. We
shall take pleasuse in supplying them with cvery con-
venience for receivieg and arswvering their conrespoad-
cnce, and kold oeuselces at their gervice in any otker
way tkey may desite

THIS ISSUE

Tins number of the Caxana Luvanrzuay is
Iargely representative of the spruce wood trade of
Canada, 2t bianch of the lumbering industey
which has eapidly grown in importance ol fate
¥years, ed which is comiaon to the provinces of
Qucbee, New Brunswick and Nova Szotin. We
are teo prone to regarnd our white pine forests as
by far the mast valuable asset of Canada, and to
Took upan spruce aas an inferfor class of timber.
But we helieve that by careful hushanding of our
~pruce lozest< we will find that we shall have a
possession quite as valuable as that of pine.
For interiar finish and the finer grade of joineny
and cabinet making, spruce will never become
popalar, its great value beiny its adaptabilisy for
making pulp. In forcign maskets, however,
<spruce lumhber i< steadily gaining wrouad, and is
veplacing Baltic woods.

This special issue of the Caxapa Lunperyay
i< desigred to diffuse information regarding the
spruce forests and saw milling establishments of
this country, and more particularly the castern
section theseof!

It is imposs<ible, in the limited space at our

. thouwsands

dnspos.ll to publish p.lrueul.lrs of the many mills
scattered over the three provinces specially repre-
sented by this issue. The total number, from
the small portable mill used so largely in Nova
Scotia to the huge band mill ol one hundred
thousand feet daily capacity, reaches up into the
To each of these a copy of this issue
of Tk Lunneryan will be forwarded, in order
that every lumber manufucturer may, by a perusal
of its pages, learn of the advantages to be
derived from 2 first-class trade paper. The sub-
scription price of one dollar covers both the
weekly and monthly editions.

‘The publishers are always gratified to receive
contributions from the trade on any subject of
current interest.  This fact does not appear to
be understood to the desired extent. General
information, such as proposed improvements, in-
crease of plant, market conditions, etc., is like-
wise appreciated.  The Cavapa LuMmBERMAN is
published in the interests of the Canadiandumber
trade as a whole, and to this constituency it con-
fidenily appeals for recognition and support pro-
postionate to the service which it is endeavoring
to perform.

FOREST PRODUCTS AND THE QUEBEC
CONFERENCE.

No question is receiving more attention by
the commissioners in session at Qucbec than
that relating to trade in forest products. This
is as expected. The situation is such as lo
make it impossible that representatives of the
Canadian and United States governments could
meet to adjust trude difficulties without being
forced to consider the situation as 1o timber.
Anticipating this, the Lumbermen’s Association
of Ontario adopted =2 resolution at a meeting
last August, setting ferth their views, and ex-
pressing their willingness to submit to the
free exportation of logs in return for free entry
of lumher into the United States, aithough some
of thuse present were bitterly opposed to the
export of logs under any circumstances. This
was the beginning of what will pass into history
as one of the most interesting periods in the
lumber industry of both countries.

So far as can be gleaned, a settlement as to
logs and lumber is nio acarer then when the coan-
ference apened, and vet we believe that the
importance of the question to beth countries will
demand that somc measure of reciprocity be
decided upon for presentation to the governments
of both countries.

Canada will accept nothing short of free
lumber for free logs.  If she cannot obtain free
tumber, then the manufactuning clause a5 passed
by the Oniario goverament will continue to

exist.  In the United States the situation is
diffesent.  We find one section of the country

areayed against another ; one distriet in favor of
free lumber, another opposed to it. The dif-
ferent interests have been very aclive during the
Qucebec conference, deputations having addressed
the commissioners and  vigrorous lobbics having
been establised.  The Michizan lumbermen
owning Canadian limils arc directing  their
cffosts to defeating the act passed by the On-
tario goverament compelling home manufacture.
Representations 10 that ead have been forwarded
to the governmest at Washington, theace to the
British gavernment, Dominion government, and,
finally, to the premier of Onwario. The Iatter,
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however, has announced his decision 1o adbe
to the manufacturing clause, omy rec
therefrom on one condition, viz., that the Ugpy
States shall permit free entry of all gradey
Canadian lumber.

Regarding the legal aspect of the case, ths
no doubt wetl thought out and conmdered byt
Ontario cabinet before action wis taken, angy
founded on the British North American Act. (g
a brief review is necessary to show who d\'\‘.l’ﬁ;“‘.
sible for the present difficulties.  Inthe year 1§¢
there existed a United States import duty of 1y
dollars per thousand on lumber, and a Canasy
export duty of two dollars per thousand on log
In the fall of that year Canuda agreed to remen
the export duty in return for a reduction of g
lumber duty to one dollar.  (By a picce of sk
practice, the McKinley bill read ** on white 2
only,” leaving spruce and red pine still at
dollars.) Then in 1894 lumber was dechr
free by the Wilson bill, but the Dingleybilia
1897 restored the duty on all kinds of lumbe 3
two dolars. The only course left oper =
Canada was to retutn to the export duty, ke
this was prevented by the placing of a retalian
clause in the Dingley bill, increasing the izp
duty on lumber by the amount of the exps
duty that might be imposed. The Domizma
government were in a measure handicapped, 2=
the justice which was due Canadian lumberz=
was obtained through the original owners of &
timber, the Ontario government.

The Michigan lumbermen are not alese o
their desire for more amicable relations in sege:
to timber. The consumers of the Eastern Sizn
are working vigorously for frec lumber, and 2
an important scction of the country.  Wholse:
dealers, even those who were previoush infass
of the duty, now find that their trade has be
seriously interfered with, owing to being ce=
pelled to buy at high prices at western po2s,
and are exertingr themselves to sccure freelumtes

Reverting to the conference, the accepiaca
by Canadian lumbermen of a one doliar dutrz
return for free logs seemsto have been elimime?
from the possibilities. The stand which ta
have taken is directly opposed 1o any for=d
compromise. They reasonin thismanner: T
isan impcrtant market in the Eastern Sucs
and along the United States shore of lakeEx
for lumber, much of which will be supplied fr=
timber limits tributary to the Georgian B
By cutting off the supply of logs for the Mickn:
mills, some lumber can be sold cven undiratw
dollar duty. But with Michigan mills getsg
Canadian logs free of duty, and Canadian ez
being subjecied to a1 duty of one doly, te
Michigan manufacturers would have 2 & |
advantage over the manufacturer in Cans |
The latter prefer to cut off the log sepps &
Michigan mills and take their chancex undra
two dollar duty. Then again, there are ma=F
persons in Canada who believe that in setumés
the {ree exportation of saw legs and pulp wod,
we should be permitied to have unsosteitsd
access to the American market for not ¢
lumber, but all forest products, includiag 5<%
and papes.  Certainly the same argument &
applics to lumber and saw logs is equaly apd
cable to pulp and pulp wood. Evers ye&
hundreds of thousands of cords of pulz o
are taken to the United States, to build o gp¢
and pulp manufactosies there, while a coasds




