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The flrst suggestion for the insuring
of Dube's life came througlh the agent of
the Etna in Quebec, whiso would not taike
the risk for his company, but hinted that
it miglt be made use of by the New York
Life agent. Ali parties it scems got their
little commissions, antd the risks were·

sold ta the present clainiants.
There N'as considerable busiiess in

speculaitive life policies done sane tinie

ao in Quebec. People who did not
understand the laws' of life insurance had

policies transferred ta theim, maniy of llicl
were bona fide transactions given by
imierchants who hiad becone unforatunate
in business ta their creditors, but sane
of the transactions wvere not quite so fiee
fromn suspicion. British Comipaniies for-
ncily did a very large business in that
city, and this excited the cupidity of a
New York conipany iho sent a niw usais
down there, iwha certainly did a "r us-
ing " business in speculative policies.
'Tw-as a new' idea ta himi, and ie " wvent
for it." He found a ready inaret for all
the policies lie could takle, and wirote
glowing accoumts of the business lie wras
doing in the now El Dorado. le was not
acquainted with Young's "Ail men
think all men mortal but themselves,"
and coimforted himself witi thouglsts of
the healthy climnate Of Quebec, and that
each of its pilots and "l captains bold"
had a constitution like the British, aiI
its wihiskey in such a clime and on such
constitutions iras perfectly innsocuoiuš.
When at any time an application was
made by a doubtful subject ta any of the
other agents this gentleman would say,
"l let uie shov you low ta do life iisurance
business; send him along, aiid 'l1 insure
hi iii a first-class ceonipany." The trouble
was that in this agent's case there were
some circuinstances closely resenbliig
those of the tiro D-oios'in Slikspeare's
"Clomedy of E rais," and this n'as wlhat
played the mischief. Dromio E. says that
Dromio S. very often got insstructioiss in-
tended for limseif, antd says ho lias got a
letter fromi his company in whici a clause
exists endorsing lis course to a certain
extent. The compiny says ther is nothinîg
of the kind,-tiat it is carefully worded,
and that they are determined o burkc
" every Man Jack of thesmî."

There was ane raVther stranige circum-
stance inseparable from the social condi-
tion: of those men with strong constitu-
tionis : no sooner were their lives insusred
than they experienced a sudden increase
of friendship ; they were takzen fauniliarly
by the armi fifty times a day, led lito the
St. Louis or the Albion and 4 treated" ta
the strongest anid the best tie city affordedi.
These sturdy old sons of Neptune gener-

ally stuùd this increase of social status
for a year a se, and then bade it good-bye
forever.

Ansy mai laving onc insusred his lifo
fouind it impossible ta resist the plausible
agunclits of tiese speculators, anid lis a
short time lie had $40,000 ai $50,000 on
lis life, divided aniong the several persons
comusposimg the "l ring "l wlio ield $5,000 a
$10,000 ach, and wholi, it is apparent,
wsere anxious that eaci of their essociates
shoiuld have as large an interest as themu-
selves, in order ta bring more pressure.to
bear in prosecutiig ticir claim agaiist the
comaniLlies, asnd gCater clansces Of success
thal whliein prosecusted by one niai nly.

The claimîs held on the man DubPs life
aimsount altogetler te $45,000. O this the
Union Mustual lias got rid of $4,000 out of
$9,000. It is said that the New York Lif
paid $7,000 back ta aie mai iasnied
Vennor to release the policies he ield
againsst it. These are only a few' isolated
cases. 'l'o a tiougitfuil observer they

presclit muîîîchî food for reflection. It is
iot at all usual for life iisrsuance coin-

pailies ta trsy ta biuy off the policies of aiy
subject as long as lie pays, and the iolders
of the policies in question are prepared,
they say, te make aililavit that they held
the notes of the deceased for the amonts
of the ilnsurance.

WVe have information, also, of another
case in Quebec in which a mas, who is
"I dep, yet clear ; and gentle, yet not dull,"
got a policy seme time ago, on the life of
a ian.aftlictedi with pualmonary consuimp-
tion, by presenting a, different persan of
sound health before the medical iman for
exaniiiation. The doctoi iras not ac-
quaiited iwith either party, ansd of course
passedhimasafirst-class risk. Tue insured
died shortly after, and the coiîipany
siaturally refuses ta pay the claîni.

Aiotier' case lias also coie insder our
notice ; that of a nain wha ias luit into
the inebriate asyluin last fall. This mais
was approached by aie of the specuIaors
wio insdusced his ta insure his life, promis-
ing if' he took out a $5,000 policy le wosuld
give him $100, whisici wold eiable hini
ta leave the country. Next day ain exa-
msîinsing physician iras tarei out ta the
asyluns, iwho tested the man andr passed
him as a fiistclas risk. The policy foi
$5,000 was takenî out, and in a few diys
the manl's life iras insured for $10,000.
Instead of one luiindred dollars hoiever
lie got only ten, whici he soon spent in
drink, and now lie is on the streets of
Quebec, dunuing the agenit overy day for
the baicîsce of the sum promssised. He gets
tiwo or three, dollars at a time, enough
te keep him abundantly supplied writh
Il the spirit that Iills."

The preceding statements are not the
suggestions of a lively imagination, but
facts, stubborn facts. It is to be hoped
il the interest of commercial morality
that the coning trials, at Ilicl wre may
expect to hear saine startling revelations,
will result in the speedy punishient of
the guilty parties.

LAWYERS AS STATESMEN.
The profession of the law has always

been considereI the higi-road to political
prefernent, and nearly all lawyers enter
the political arena with this abject in
view.

There is a widespread notion that a
grCat lawvyer is ipse/acto a grCat states-
isan. G reat lasvyers theimselves arc very
apt to labor under that illusion, and the
fact that the masses look up ta thema as
such, and are apt ta drink in their
uttorances on the questions of the day as
oracles of political wisdom, contributes
not a little ta encourage th in that
inistaken belief. Versed in tie forims ani
learned in the letter of the law, ac-
customed ta counisel and advise, critical
in thir judgmncîts,-by long practice in
the act of spealking and of writing, able ta
express thenselves forcibly and elo-
quently, lawyers exorcise an influence over
the opinions of their fellow-citizens
scarcely inferior ta that of the pulpit or
the press. We do no iot wish to complain
of this. Of the Bar as a whole our people
isay well feel proud- Its influence gener-
ally has been a beneficial one. The edu-
cation and career of the lawryer, however,
lias a tendency ta make him narrow' and
one-sided.

No matter how well meaning they be,
it is impossible that as legislators on com-
mercial matters they eau possess that
practical acquaintanceship iwhich the mer-
chant or ianufactures alone can have.
lence the blunders made by our logis-
lators when arrangingmnatters relating ta
the conmnerce of the country aiso the comn-
plexity of muany of our legal enactnits.
if we sent fewer lawyers and more busi-
ness men ta Parliament, iwe should bave
less tiniering wvith commercial matters,
and more intelligent legislation in those
delpartmients wliee it is roally seeded.

The people of thiis coantry may as well
learn now as at any future time that a

good lawyer is not nccessarily a good
statesianu, and that because b may coun-
sel an individual wlat course ta take ta
guard lis material interests wlien they
are threatened, it does net follow that he
is competent'to advise or guide a nlotion
ln a commercial or political energency
Thora have bce great lawyers who bave
been great statesmen but they were


