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HISTORY OF THE
To the fame caufe may perhaps be afcribecl,

on the other hand, that cagernefs for litigation

and juridical controverCy, which fo remarkably

predominates in mod of thefe Iflands. From

this unfortunate paflion, ruinous as it frequently

proves to individuals, this advantage however

rcfults to the community at large; that the

lower orders of men, from their frequent attend-

ance at the courts of law as jurjmen, acquire ii

degree of knowledge, and a clearnefs and pre-

cilion of rcafoning, which are not generally to

twren the general plenty and mngnificence of their tables

(at leaft in Jamaica) and the nieannefs of their houfcs and

apartments; it being no uncommon thing to find, at the

country habitations of the planters, a fplcndid fideboard

loadtd with plate, and the choiceft wines, a table covered

with the fined damad;, and a dinner of perhaps fixteen or

twenty covers ; and all thi!>, in a hovel not fuperior to an

EngltHi barn. A ftranger cannot fail alfo to obfervc a (Irange

incongruity and inconfilkncy betweeen the great number of

!Ncgro domefticks, and their appearance and apparel. The
butler (and he but feldoni) is the only attendant that is allow-

ed the luxury of flioes and ftockings. All the others, and

there is commonly one to each gueft, wait at table in bart-

footed mnjcjiy ; fome of them perhaps half-naked. Another

peculiarity in the manners of the Englifli in the Weft Indies

(in Jamaica efpecially) is the number of nautical expreihons

in their converfation. Thus they lay, hand Juch a thing, in-

ftead of bring or give it. A plantation well ftocked with

Negroes, is laid to be il-cU h mdid : an office or employment

is called rt <^/r///; the kitchen is denominated the cook room;

a warehoufe is calk-d ijiore^ orJiore-room ; a fopha is called

« cot\ a waiftcoat is termed a jacket; and in fpeaking of the

Eaft anil Weft, they lay to windward and leeward. This lan-

guaoe has probably prevailed lince the days of the bucajiiers.
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