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ter, twenty-five miles per day. These canoes are so
light that a person of common strength may carry
one of the smaller kind, such as ours were, many
hundred yards without halting. Yet they will bear
a great burthen, and swim nearly gunwale deep; an
admirable description of them is given by Hearne, in

his journey to the Coppermine river. Steele's canoe
bore five men with their arms and baggage, which
last was indeed light in quality and quan^ty : one
barrel of pork, one bag of meal, and 200 weight of
biscuit. The other canoe carried seven men, their

arms and baggage, and a due proportion of provis-

ions.

On the evening of the 23d of September, our par-

ty arrived at Fort Halifax, situated on the point, form-

ed by a junctidn of the Sabasticoog and the Kenebec
river. Here our commander, Steele, was accosted by
a Captain Harrison, or Huddlcstone, inviting him and
the company to his house. The invitation wasglad-

> Wjacpyted.^ the accommodation at the Fort, which
consisted of old block houses and a stoccade in a ru-

inous state, did not admit of much comfort ; besides,

it was inhabited, as our friend the Captain said, by
a rank tory. Here, for the first lime, the application

of the American term *< tory" was defined Ui me by
the Captain. Its European definition was well un-
derstood before. Anotlier interesting conversation,

on the part of the captain, struck my mind as a great

curk)6ity in natural history, and well deserving com-
memoration ; he observed that he had emigrated to

Uie place he then resided at, about thirty years' be-

fore, most probably with his parents, for he did pot

then appear to be much beyond forty. That at that

period the common deer which now inhabit our more
outhern climate, were the only animals of the deer

Idndi which they knew, unlen it was the elk ; and


