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were posted in force with nine pieces of cannon, and

determined, as it was understood, on a serious resis-

tance; but (he dispositions made b}' the English general

sta^rgered their resolution.

The Kngh'sh army was formed in two lines ; and de-

tachments were made from right and left for the purpose

of attacking the enemy on both flanks; while the gene-

ral advanced against their cenire with the main body and

the artillery. Thus threatened «n different sides, they

were alarmed by the appearance of three ships, under

the command of Commodore Blanket, which the admi-

ral had d'jtached to Table Bay, forlhe purpose ofcausing

a divefiion on that side. This manoeuvre completed

their confusion : they g«ve way, before the assailants

^ould gain the lop of tlie hill, from whence they were

closely pursued for two miles; when, night coming on,

and great part of the men bi»ing much fatigued with the

badness of the roads, and the weight of their bur-

thens, the general determined to halt, intending to pro-

secute his march at break of day.

In this situation he received a letter from Governor

Sluyskins, who begged a cessation of arras for forty-

eight hours, that he might arrange his proposals (or sur-

rendering the town. This reqtiest was refused ; but a

truce limited to twenty-four hours was grant(*d, in

which lime the articles of capitulation were settler?^'

The Dutch regular garrison became prisoners of wu #

and the British troops were put in lull possession of the

town and colony.

2k 2


