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encG to matters of public policy, one of its

prayers beint: for seeds and iniplemouts
to enable the people to i-omrneiico fHrinin;jr

operations. In r(>.ply to this, in u lett(»r

signed bv hinisolf, and dated iSth March,
187S, Mr Mills said :

—
" 6. The iipplication oftheiintitioncrs tobenidi'fl

by the (ii)vernmiint with seeds ainl (it'riciiitunil

iinploments in tlifir t'ariiiinp oiif-iitions, I cinlV^sH

r am not ilisposi'd to vh>w fuvdnrably. I do not
set) npnn whii' crioiind tlio li.ilt' broods can nlaim tn

be treated ill this paitionlar differeutly Iroin the
white settler in the Territuries.

" 7- The hii It'-bri'ed- who have, in some respects,
the Milvant!(Ki' over new settler.* in the 'I'erritories,

should be iaiiiiessoil witli the necessity of sctllin(t

down in fixed loeaiities, and direciinu their ener-
gie.s towards iiastoinl or atii ieithural pursuiis, in

whicii e:ise hind^ wouhl, no doubt, be M,ssiKne<l

to iheni, in tlie saiii> way as to wliiie seiller.-. J{iit

l)ey()iid tliis, they must not hn.Ic to f lie (ioveruini'ut
for any special assistaiieo in their fiirmin^ opera-
tion.*.

Some of the nther petitions referred to

the position of settlers in advance of sur-

vey. We take, for instance, one from
Gabriel Duniont and 4^ others, addre.ssed
to the Minister of till' Interior on the dth
of 8eptetHb(-r, 1S82. In this petition. ;i Iter

referrinjr to the fact tliat the half-hretMis

had hfeen coii!]>e]led to abandon the chase,
the lieuLionens ;,m on to say ;

—

'The surveyed laiulo beiiiif already occupied or
sold, we were compelled to oeetipy laiii'.!" not yet
surveyed, hein^' iftiiorant, for the most part, also,

of the roKulaions of the (ioverninent r'.'Spe(!tiiiB'

boininiou lauds. 'Ireat, then, w.'is our astonish-
ment ami pernlcxily when we were notified that
when itho lands are "urveyed wo shall bt- (ibiiged
to pay f2 an acre to the iJoverniivnt, if our hiiKis

are iiicluili'd iti odd-nuinl)(>re i sections. We
de,'<ire, moreover, to keep idnse tOBcther, in eribr
more ea.sily to secnti! a School and a ehurch. \Vc
area poor peopl",,ind cannot pay for our land
without utter ruui. and losinu the frui!.« of our
labour, and seeiiid our lands pas.s into the hancls of
^tratijrers, who will ko ki the bind Olliee at Prmee
Allujit, nnd pay the amount fixed by the Govern-
ment. In iir anxiety, we apiieal to your sense of
.iustii.-e as Minister of the Interior ami head of the
Government, and hvg > ou to re-a.^sure U'J sinidily,
by dire<'liiiK that wt' shall not be disturbed >in our
laiuis. atid that the llovernmeht ^rant us the privi-
ieifc of eontiideriiij? H'J as oeen pants of even-
luimbered seet'ins, .since wo have occupied these
lands in Rood I'aith- llaviiiR so lonjx ledd this
country as Its ma^itcrs, and so often iletendecl it

aurains* the Indians at the prii'e of our blood, wc
consider it not asUiriat too mui'h lo roipiest that the
(ioverumeiit allow us to occupy our 'iinds in (face,
and tluit e.xoetifion be m.'ide to its ro({ulatioo-<. by
maltHiR to tlu" half-breed- of the Northwest free
(frants of land "

Now, this rennest had already been
complied with. It>, so far ns the firice was
concerned, it was fixed by the reply to

certain n>so!.ttions ptisstMl at a largely at-

tended nieetinu held at Prince Albert on
tbo8th of OctolaT, ISSl, 1'he second of

these resolutions was as fbliows :

—

" 2.—Whereas the price of land for pre-etnption
and purebase was larj-'cly increased in May, 1881,
and inan\- persons had settled in the I'lstrictof
Lome, in tne .Vorthw(>.;t 'I 'rriin'Jes. pre\iousto
that iliite, resolved, that th(> lliuht ilonuurable the
.Minister of the Interior bo requested to jtrant to
such settlers their land at m price in accordii.nco
with the Order in Council existiiiK at the time of
settlement."

In a letter st>nt by ^Ir. Lindsay Kns-
sell, Actini: Deputy of the Mini-jter of the
Interior, ,vnd ilated at Ottawa the JJnd of
NovemheM', JMSI, this refereuco was inavle

to the resolution :

—

_

" Kesolutifin \o. 2. —The request in thi" resolu-
tion will be trranted, so f ir as concern.sguai ur sec-
tions which ha v- been .tetually settled upon and
improved, on evidence beinj; furnished of the na-
ture of such 'Settlement and extent of improve-
ment, satisfactory to the .Minister, beiuK required
in each cise, and t!i" priviletre luting granted or
withhold as the facts may w.araiit."

That is, where persons had .sotlled iu
adv.TUce of survey, thuy were entitled to
L'et their land at the price at which it was
at the time of seltlcinent, if tli;it sottle-

iiKMit had been Imtia jhle- As to their
ri^dif to a free homestead, if on an odd-
section, as < Jaliriel Dunittnt and his f-'llmv

petit tonH>rs had dtH'hirod niany of ihem
liad settled, the foll'vvin},' jiaravrraj)!! from
a letter of Mr. Bnr^'pss. the Secn^tary of
the Department, of the Ifith of .hme, 1S8-,
ami address'id to His Honor Lituitenant-
Governor Dewdney. will show that the
request had been favourably entertained
tliree montlia before I lie date of Gabriel
l)um<)nt'8 petition :

—
" Si4uatfer.s who went into occupation of unsur-

\ pyej 1,'uids previous to .May l*^>^'» a,nd rlie Act A%
Victoriii, ehaiitei Iti. came into force, will tret their
home-steads, provided thevcaushoiv they liavebeen
oontiimoiisly in ocupaiion and cultivating the
Siinie up to the, time of survey." *

So that it will be. seen that this petition,
which einbiidic.d th<i same prayer as a
number of others, had met with a favour-
able response from the Dcpartnunit, the
retpie.^t nor oidy beln^ irranted in the case
of the particniiu- )ietitioiiHr8, but the pi 1-

icy involved in it Ijeinjr made the .general
policy of the (iovernment. A.-s a matter
of fact, it may lie mentioned that no half-
breed has evur boiMi dis|)osses,sed of the
land upon whicb he had settled, or to
which ho had, by virtue of settlement, a
clain..

Another ([uei tion nised in this petition
was as to the ri^hi of
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without performint; their full settlement
duties after the late of entry. Under the


