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census, the Act o| Union provides that "there shall he assigned to

each of the other pr6vyinces such a number of members as will bear the

same proportion i\o thd^,number of its population (ascertained at such

census) as the numljer sixty-five beara to the number of the ^jopulation

of Quebec." By this ingenious arrangement, originally contrived in the

interest of the French Canadian section, the representation is kept within

certain limits, liable to very slight modifications every decade of years.

We have in the foregoing paragraphs given a mere summary of the

leading features of the government to which is intrusted the work of

administration and legislation for the Dominion. This government has

the control of all matters affecting trade and commerce, currency and

coinage, banking and the issue of paper money, postal affairs, militia and

defence, navigation and shipping, fisheries, Indians and Indian lands,

the criminal law, patents of invention and discovery, copyrights, natu-

ralization of aliens, railways of an international and interprovincial

cliaracter ; and, in short, of all matters of a Dominion or national

import. It alone can impose and collect duties on imports and regulate

the general trade of the Dominion. On the other hand, the provinces

legislate separately on matters of a purely municipal and provincial

nature, such as direct taxation for provincial puiposes, local works and

undertakings, incorporation of companies for provincial objects, property

and civil rights, establishment, maintenance and management of hospi-

tals, asylums, and charitable institutions generally, excepting marine

hospitals.

In each province of the Dominion there is a legislature generally

composed of a Lieutenant-Governor and an Assembly. It is note-

worthy that in all the provinces except Nova Scotia and Quebec the

upper house has been abolished, *nd^sa far apparently without any

defeiment to the public interesrts. In this respect there is a divergence

from the constitutional practice of the United States, where the old

British system of two houses has been rigidly preserved in all their

legislative bodies ; but there is, it must be remembered, a considerable

difference between the functions and responsibilities of a Canadian

Legislative Council, and those of even a State Senate. The latter is

ejected bj'^ the people, and has powers hardly inferior to those of the

lower house, whereas the Legislative Councils are nominated by the

Lieutenant-Governor in Council, while their legislative functions are a

feeble reproduction— even more feeble than those of the Senate— of

those of the House of Lords. It may be added here that the necessity

for having an upper house to revise and control hasty legislation, and

exercise a supervision over the acts of the administration, — the

principal uses of an upper chamber under an English parliamentary

system,— is superseded to a great extent in the provinces by the fact


