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that wc rnust depend upon the Canadian
Goveriment and upon ber representative at
that Counoil ta see that only the obligations
and the necessary duties of aur country are
discharged in Sa far as that representatien is
concerned.

That ieads me ta the question of repre-
sentation. I ain flot, able, and therefore do
not unldertaike ta argue the legal question. 1
leave that wjith the lawyers. The situation is
simplY tIîis. The Prime Ministers cf the
ox-erseas Dominions, of the British Govern-
ment, and of thc Free State, meet together,
and in a conference in which they go over
the %choie matter they came ta certain con-
clusions as ta the resuit of the uniform and
progressive deveiopment that bas taken place
in tue communities of peoiples that make up
the British Empire. They agree amcngst
threncves: that wbiie certain legalities are
stili iii force they have heon superseded in
s0fiO instanflie b ' the march of progrcss anîl
the greater freî dami of the constituent parts
of the, British Empire. They say ta thom-

sîe:Tint, we blii xc. bias beeo the practico
in the past, and wc bring ont and make elcar
wb:it t his iiiauctbas been; and aiîbough
there :ire ,1<gaI poîvers x'ested boe and there,
n saie of tic aîîly flec shieil romains, the
iiiier vîtaifi ' lihas long since (lied oîut. And
they coi e t i t] i i OSil -100i upun tliesc point s
tua]t Certain Jri)gres.s lias heen madle, and say:
We purpo<e te carry eut tbose in the future.
But 1 wanît tii sa y as weli iliat soinebow
or other tîhîî-e bias heen broîîglt, jno activity
ini oiur Country an idea-it bas spread uvide,
and wilspread wiulr-that Canada has
eritain welcl îtnderstood riglîts and prix'ilcges,
and duilies, andl that tînder aur present con-
s1itiiiicii. hv practice or by legality we are
aý.uiiiiinz tiiose rights and privilegos and aie

c oyîi ut those duties. And w7e propose
tgo on1 dning that. But aiong.side witb that

iilea tiiere lias gr(iwn up ta a large extent-
and it is still growing and wiii grow more and
mare tbe idea that in the exorcise ef those
ri0its Canada bas shcwn ber adaptabiiity an(l
power ail capahility cf carrying on ber
affairs as so expressed, and under sucb foul
freciloîn. That sets the mind inevitably
tocv.ards the time wbcn some people wiii
demand ta knaw, if tbey are ot already
deminiiing it: Wby, b:îving started eut on
tiîat licr shoullvoa evor recede? If tbe past
years have brouglit greater priviieges and
greatnr frecdom, wby sbauid flot the future
ye 'us bring more and marc? Yon cannat
repress that tendecncy of grass-f. But w'hat I
want to cali ta the attention cf the Govero-
ment and cf tlîis Chamber, and, if I could,
of ail 11we pecrîle cf Canada, is that whilst yen
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have looseood up some cf tbe centripetal
f orces or influences wbicb keep in unity and
soliiarity the British Empire as a whcle, yen
bave on the other band undertaken duties
and res.ponsihilities to strengtlhen and extend
tiiese remaining links.

I think it wouid be useful for me te, read
ta you tbat celebrated Resolutian 9 wbich
cas îîassed iii 1917, wben tbe Imperial War
Confereoce was in the midlst cf its waxr
labours and questions cf readjustment were
brought ta the front.

The înpcrial War Conference was cf the
opinion that; the readjustment cf constitutienal
reiatioîîs of the ciaponent parts of the Em-
pire -,vas tea iniportant andi intricate a snbject
to ho deait witii iiîring w ar, andi that it shonld
foi'in th(e sîîbjcct of a special Imperia] Confer-
eince ta lue siiînniiotîed as sean as passible after
th(e cessation of hostilities.

Anti il gaesý ai te iay down this in the
interinli

TJi iev vcdeini it their uiîtiiowcs h o r. ta place
anro ,îî thii ie1w tiia t ally st cii r'eadIjist-
nient, w-h ile tiîoroîîghly prierving ail the exist-
i n g tii iot f-g e'nîn andl conicflte con-
trni of uioîîî ,i i affairs. sîoui]il b,- .ie i pon
a fll recognitrion cf the D)oniiiolons as au-
toin îîis nîa t ion s cf an iia peui i coinimonwea tii.
aifl ot finulia a s an inmportant portion cf the
,snil, sliulu uccognizu. tue rigbit cf the Domiiin-
joi1 1 nui 1î ida tii anail a(1 i a te vol ce in foie igli
pol icy-
Mnd ;voit, "n adoqîxate voice in foreign

-nd iii fîieigiî relations, and shoffld provide
,fTout i ve arrangemients for cootimiauts consulta-
tioun ini aii i iii portant i iatters cf coiiamon im-
pîîial iîîtii . andî for sueh nccessary concerteil
aictioni. fuuilîi oni consIilittion, as the soverai
goveiînients niaY determine

Thr.to my mind. is a bilaterai agree-
mient. Snob aind sncb principies are acknowl-
edgcd andiaeeîc by yocu, and these te a
crrtain extent gix e rail freedamr and expan-
sion, but there is tue equalir strong ebliga-
tion ulpon voii, tue meombers cf the British
Coiinîveaiî. that svbiie having adequate
\-oilu' svitb refriie te fori-igo affairs, yen
zzhall hlîd Consultation, provide liaisons and
diiio r în in roux poswer ta ýinecase
the cciriiîetai forces if they have been seme-
xx iat sveakeneil in this respect.

Noev, thli faii I find with tbe Goveroment,
mu:n( t lus is uiat a captiaus criticism-is that

c-liildt t ho Gaverninnt bas been swift and par-
suýstent, anti porbaps extravagantly pnsbing,
ini tlic exeroise of its frcedoms, iL bas been
îia:i-kabirl sliw in lieliîing te link tagether
mild kîci) togetîser the different parts of the
Eii1 ire. Yotî have pnsbed farward your
rîgis] ta î-epreseotation af foreign courts. Hav-
îîîg galne a certain distance, rau now take
Steîus iii ailer direction-, iaaking towards the


