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It is obvious tha-t difficulties between the two
Houses must arise when a government is in
power which is supported by -a large majority
in the Bouse of Commons and only by a smali
minority in the Bouse of Lords.

The oommittee do flot wish ta imply that
in their opinion, tlie majority in the lEouse
cf Lords should be made meclianically te cor-
respond witli the mai ority in the House of
Commons, but they feel that the party ini
power ini the eleùted chamber should be able
to count upon a substantial foilowing in the
Bouse of Lords.

Then clause 35 reada as follows:

In order to bring the Bouse more into
harmony witli changea cf political opinion
in the country, some members cf the cern-
maittee desîred that persons experienced in
local or municipal administration should be
introduced from outside et each general elec-
tien to sit and vote in the Blouse of Lords
for the duration of the parliament. To eflect
this abject various proposais to admit to the
Bouse elected representatives from aounty
councils and municipal corporations, whether
peers or not, were discussed. On this capital
question the committee were almost equally
divided and were, therefore, unable ta make
any recommendation.

I quota this ta show the drift cf public
opinion even in England, wliere the-Bouse
cf Lords itaelf recognizes that in order ta
preserve that body they must introduce the
principle cf election, and give an incoming
administration the riglit te increase the
nurnber cf its supporters in the upper
Chamber. They ail agree on the firat pro-
position to which I have referred, that is,
of the 665 peers 200 aliould be elected ,ta
begi with, and that even election will
not give a life seat in the House cf Lords
but only a seat for that parliament, so
you cari quite see -the feeling cf the
Bouse cf Lords is that they have fallen
behind the times and want ta recover their
position. Now, I do not want to see thc
Senate cf Canada fail behind the times. It
is made up cf men wlio are quite up ta date
and recogniz *e -the riglita cf the electarate
of this country, and I have confidence
enougli in the lion, gentlemen who now
listen ta my voice that they will be equel'
ta the occasion and will devise some means
by 'which we shall get more in line with
the public sentiment cf this age. I submit
my proposition as an improvement at a]]
events on the constitution we now have.
It does flot disturb the gentlemen who oc-
cupy seats in this Cliamber now; it brings
about the change in a graduai way. It is
not revolutionary in any sense; but post-

pone it another five years and 1 cannot
foreshadow the consequences. Il the House
of Lords has-been obliged to give away ta
publie opinion, will flot the Senate of Can-
ada be .obliged ta foll'ow the saine course
in this country where popular viewa are
more freely expressed and the clamai of the
people are represented in changes ta a
greater extent than in EuropeP It ia flot
only i Great Britain. but in every country
.in Europe that this desire for change has

benmanifest. Countries that 50 years ago
were governed by the aristocratie claasea
have had ta yield ta the popular demand
for representation in the upper chamber,
and it lias been granted. If it had not been
granted, a revolution would have ensued,
and i some cases the changes have been
brought about by revolution. The plan
which I suggest for an elective system. is
flot open ta any objection. In large areas.
the big man in that area will be the one
selected. In a smaller way that waa the
effeci in the early fifties. From 1850 up
there was a determined expression of opin-
ion in Upper and Lower Canada that the
Legisiative Council should be swept away,
and tliey were swept away. The Legisiative
Council existed for years, but they had ia
give -way. Their patenta were as strong
as ours, stronger in fact, because royal gifts
had greater permanence then than they
have to-day. In the House of Assembly
in 1856 the Act was passed with practical
unnarnity-tie vote staod 80 ta 12, and
not a single member from the province of
Quebec voted ta sustain the nominating
principle. The twelve in minority were
ail members from the province of Up-
per Canada. I quote that as sliowing the
sentiment at that time i Ontario and Que-
bec. Bas that sentiment changedP Not
a bit of it. Give any justification for rais-
ing an agitation on that subject and. you
wvill find that sentiment will arise and
be tao strong for this Bouse ta meet or
overcome. We have evidence that the
elective principle operated weil in those
days. It brouglit ta this Chamber men wlio
were distinguiihed in the varicus activities
of life. Mr. Allan, who ornamented the
Speaker's chair, was one of the elected
members. I lad great pleasure, althougli
in opposition to him when lie was Speaker-


