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Government Orders

[Translation]

Mr. Ghislain Lebel (Cbambly): Mr. Speaker, this whole
issue of youth crime is beyond us. Let us act as if we understand
what this is ail about. That is what the Liberals probably told
themselves, since Reform memibers have been badgering us,
during question period, five days a week since the beginning of
this Parliament, by rcading us reports from regional scandai
sheets and making rabble-rousing remarks on youth crime.

Bill C-37 is a repressive piece of legisiation, whcre the end
resuits of any criminal law, which are, as my learned colleague
from Chicoutimi reminded us, crime prevention, rehabilitation
and reintegration of offenders in our society, have been forgot-
ten. Strengthening the law w iIl not bring about better resuits. We
only have to take the United Staies as an example. This bull does
not do anything to curb youth crime. Tougher sentences for
murders are not justified, according to, data from the Depariment
of Justice which indicate that the numnber of murders is down
from the 1970s.
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Also, in 1992, maximum sentences under the Young Offend-
crs Act went fromn three to five years. Why docs the minister not
wait to sec how effective the 1992 amendmcni is before making
further changes? The Quebec Minister of Justice would have
preferred the status quo and was disappointed and concemred
with Bill C-37. That goes to show how costly duplication in the
justice area cas be.

human beings. One of the inmates in the group spoke
the cameramen and to the interviewers and said: -'l w~
old the first time 1 was sent here. The government rais,
prison systemn raised me and look what kind of anii
become". And now the government would have us b
ibis repressive measure-

Obviously a society must find ways to control cr
deal with those who commit crimes. Howevcr, a soc
quenches its thirst for vengeance by taking it out
offenders is taking the wrong approach. The outconl
as devastating as the results 1 saw in that prison wh
beings had become wild animais. Some of the imnai
thirties had been in prison since the age of thirteen.
raised by the govemment. Honestly. And no doubt t
ment must also accept responsibility for their failed

1 think that the goverrament should have focused 0
themes my colleague from Chicoutimi mentioned
cluding prevention. Naturally, crime cannot be rs
controlled without any prevention. The firsi thing t
want to reduce crime is to try and prevent crime, to cr
awarencss of the dangers of living in society. It is sac1

faci that cannot be denied. We must also take more se
concerning more serious crimes. ibis goes withou
continue to think that prevention could produce uint
compared to those wc can expcct from Bill C-37.
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