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The Late Hon. Paul Comtois

I was naturally wondering who could fill
this position in a manner that would bring
honour to it. His name came to mind and I
spoke with him. He immediately said he
could not believe that he would be considered
capable, or as possessing those qualities neces-
sary in a lieutenant-governor. I indicated, as
the Prime Minister just has, that no one had
greater interest in the field of agriculture
than did Hon. Paul Comtois combining also
qualities of deep humanity, personal sympa-
thy, understanding, loyalty and courage.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, Hon. Paul Comtois was my
friend. I have always had great admiration
for him and held him in high regard.

His sudden and tragic death plunges us all
in grief, and for his family, his province and
his country, this is an irretrievable loss.
[English]

We mourn his passing. We who knew him
in the House of Commons knew something of
the depth of his humanity. The Prime Min-
ister’s tribute is not merely a formal one but

represents the feelings of all who were hon-
oured to know him in life.

Mr. T. C. Douglas (Burnaby-Coquitlam):
Mr. Speaker, the members of the New
Democratic Party join with members of all
parties in this house in expressing their deep
regret at the unfortunate tragedy which has
caused the death of the Lieutenant-Governor
of Quebec, Hon. Paul Comtois. He had the
distinction of serving in this house as a
minister of the crown and more recently as
the Queen’s representative in Quebec. It is
unfortunate that his career should have been
cut off in so tragic a manner.

During almost every week in Canada there
are fires which take the lives of men, women
and children. It is only when some exalted
personage has lost his life in such a tragedy
that it is brought home to us just how many
of these fires there are, and how many lives
are lost. I hope this tragedy will have some
effect on the public. I hope there will be
greater demand for more stringent applica-
tion of fire regulations throughout Canada,
because of these tragic losses that happen so
frequently and so unnecessarily.

Mr. Speaker, the members of this party
would like to convey through you, sir, their
deepest sympathy to Madame Comtois, her
family, and to his former colleagues in this
house on the loss of a good friend and a
distinguished Canadian.

[Mr. Diefenbaker.]
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[Translation]

Mr. Gilles Grégoire (Lapointe): Mr. Speak-
er, Hon. Paul Comtois was favourably
known in the province of Quebec and
throughout Canada because of his numerous
activities in the interest of his fellow-citizens.
He had everyone’s esteem and all were his
friends. In the province of Quebec, he dis-
charged the duties of lieutenant-governor ad-
mirably well and to everyone’s satisfaction.

We, in this corner of the house, offer our
condolences to the members of the family of
the former lieutenant-governor of Quebec.
The tragedy which occurred in Quebec last
night will remain present in our memories
for a long time.

[English]

Mr. R. N. Thompson (Red Deer): Mr.
Speaker, both personally and on behalf of the
members of the Social Credit party, may I
say that we join with the other members of
this house in expressing our sorrow and
regret at the passing of the Lieutenant
Governor of Quebec.

We regret that a public official of his
stature and calibre should be removed from
the scene of duty in such unfortunate circum-
stances. To Madame Comtois, his widow, to
the members of his family, to the government
and people of Quebec, we extend our sincere
sympathy and join with all hon. members in
expressing our sorrow at the loss of a lieuten-
ant governor who has served the Canadian
people so well.

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA ACT

AMENDMENT RESPECTING GROUNDS
FOR DISSOLUTION

Mr. G. H. Aiken (Parry Sound-Muskoka)
moved for leave to introduce Bill No. C-127,
to amend the British North America Acts,
1867 to 1965 (grounds for dissolution).

Some hon. Members: Explain.

Mr. Aiken: The main purpose of this bill is
to provide that following a general election
parliament shall continue for a period of four
years except where the government has been
defeated on a general vote of non-confidence.

I gave a fuller explanation in my remarks
during the debate on the address on January
31, as reported at page 448 and subsequent
pages of Hansard.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time.



