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economical and more viable one. These
approaches which the Government is taking
are helpful, and I have mentioned others.
They are ail part of the whole pattern of
solutions ta these problems of our agricultural.
industry. One of them, and a very important
ane, is the question raised by the hon. Mem-
ber for Humboldt-Melfort-Tisdale (Mr. Rapp);
and as I have already said it is one of the
important problems with which. we in this
House have to deal.

However, I wonder whether a Royal Com-
mission is really the answer. I think the
motion is a reasonable and certainly conscien-
tiaus attempt on the part of the hon. Member
ta bring thîs matter ta the attention of this
House, but I tbink, as I have already said,
that we may be appraaching the question
within too narrow a scape.

I should like ta put on the record a quota-
tion which may be helpful from the pra-
ceedings before the Standing Committee on
Agriculture and Colonization when it deait
with this prablem in 1960 and 1961. I am
referring ta same remarks of the late Dr.
Hannam, who was then President of the
Canadian Federation of Agriculture. This
quatation appears in Minutes of Proceedings
and Evidence, No. 3, when he was giving
evidence before the Committee, as reported
at page 102 of the report. In bis evidence
he did net, nor did others on behaif of farm
organizations, suggest the approach of a
Royal Commission.
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This is what Dr. Hannam said when deal-
ing with the preblem with which the Com-
mittee was faced in respect of agriculture
generally in Canada:

In our view the basic difficulties of agriculture
arise out of the technelogical forces making for
rapidly rising productivity in agriculture, tegether
with the fidure of the demand for farmn preducts
to increase correspondingly. The resuit is a chronic
tendency to overproduce and s downward pressure
on farni prices and on numbers cf farme2rs.

We think that farmers recognize this fact ' and
wvould not want us te run anv risk cf leaving an
impression that we think the problems of agri-
culture are essentially caused by exploitative in-
creases in costs. though ttïcse cani be clamaging
when they occur. To lenve such an i mpressien
would flot serve the best initerests of farm policy
needs in Canada.

It is in the improvement cf conditions cf market-
ing and prîcing of farm, Products, in expansion cf
markets, in the crcation of economie epportunity
for rural People, and in Progressive credit and
resource use policies that the greatest hopes for
improvement in the farmer's condition lie.

I should agaain like te refer ta the proceed-
ings cf that Committee and, in particular, ta
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a recommendation made by the Saskatchewan
Wheat Peol through its President, Mr. C. W.
Gibbings, wha presented a camprehensive
brief containing a number of interesting and
useful recommendatians. Again, these recom-
mendations did nlot include a reference ta
the setting up of a Royal Commission.

The recommendation I think is oif interest
in the centext of this problem reads as
follaws:

That Governiments, organized farmiers and inx-
dividual farmers themnselves consider methods of
encouraging customn hiring and rentmng, the sharlng
and co-operative owriership of farm machmnery inx
areas and under conditions where each is feasible
and desirable.

Hon. Members will recaîl that a f ew months
ago this Government passed the Machinery
Syndicates Credit Act, which I think is in fact
the implementation of that recommendation
made by Mr. Gibbings at the time he ap-
peared bef are the Committee. I do nat intend
ta go through the details of that legislation
because hon. Members are familiar with it,
but it does pravide a method for co-operative
purchase and ownership ef farm macbinery,
when three or more farmers wish ta join
together for the purpases of abtaining loans
under this Act.

The legislation, as yau know, Mr. Speaker,
bas been in effeet for only a few montbs.
Up ta this time in Canada 46 syndicates have
been establisbed and bave received some
$500,000 in boans. This is tbe sort of thing that
can and daes belp toward salving the prab-
lems of the farmer. There is a great deal
more to be dene and I would net suggest for
a moment that that is not the case. However,
I do believe that the steps this Government
has taken bave been of great assistance.

I sbould like ta mention one or two other
steps the Government bas taken, if I may,
which were inciuded in the budget resolu-
tions now before us. One is the provision for
the write-off, in the year in whicb tbey are
incurred, of ahl the expenses of draining and
of clearing farm lands. 1 believe tbis is
geing to be very belpful, and this is the way
a farmer can be realistically helped in bis
battie against rising prices of things he uses,
and bis battle for stabilized prices for the
things ho selîs.

One other measure referred te in the bud-
get resolutions tbat I wish te mention is the
provision for storage and handlfng of grain,
whereby purchase and construction costs may
be written off in a much shorter peried of
time than bas been the case heretofore. Again
this is a practical demonstration of the things
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