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presentations that may have been made to the the rond had been deciared a road
government in reference to the working of that for the generai advantage of Canada, it
road. was a question whether the statutes of

Hle said : Mr. Speaker, I present this mo- the province of Quebec couid appiy to sudh
tion in order to eall the attention of the a rond. The constitutional question Was
House and especiaily the attention of the raised in the case of the Hon. Mr. Nantel
Minister of Raiiways and Canais (Hon. Mr- against the Baie de Chaleur Railway Comi-
Blair) to the very unsatisfactory state of pany. Soine of the courts of Quebec de-
affairs which we ail know In Montreal and cided that the law as passed by the provin-
in the South Shore district. The South cial legislature was flot oniy constitutionai
Shore Raiiway Conmpany bas received, I but that it aiso appiied to a raîlwny whlcb
suppose, about $1,000,000 in subsidies. I do had been deciared to be for the generai ad-
flot think I amn very far fromn the truth in vanfage of Canada. The question was rais-
giving that figure. Stili, the government ed whether this decision was a sound one
do nlot seem to have any means of obliglng and it was taken to the Supreme Court.
the present owners of the rond to work it Unfortunately for those wlio are seeking an
in any satisfactory way. The rond is work- authoritative decision upon the point the
ed to-day just to keep it aive. There is Supreme Court did not pronounce because
no service. I know as a matter of fact that of some understanding between the gov-
there is nothing that can be calied a rail- erniments, or the parties ; at ail events,
way service. This is a very unsatisfactory the question was witbdrawn and it was not
state of affairs and 1 wouid beg to eall the submitted f0 a judiciai decision. 1 do not
special attention of the hon. Minister see, myseif, wby the Widing Up Act
or Raiiways and Canais to what la should not be appiied to railway companles
taking place now. The rond passed, just the sane as to any other companlea.
last year, into the hands of forýeigai If It were there wouid be, as in the case
capltalists-so-cailed foreign capitalists- whlch is now before the House, a very
wbo came before the House and the 1speedy remedy for those creditors who have
Railwny Commlttee of the House witb dlaims against railwaya and wbo cannot
big projects. Weii, they went f0 the wali enforce them In the present state of the
very shortly nfterwnrds ln New York. The Iaw.
samne men to-day hoid the rond. God only The MINISTER 0F JUSTICE (Hon.
knowa wbat took place In reference to theChre izaic. M.Spkrro
South Shore Raiiwny. The number of deals Chartes uitzpathe) Mr.in SpeAer pro-
that have taken place In reference f0 that ncedis uper te Wing ut If t
road are unknown. However, thia la not lin.eestrlyea (er. compated butl ief te
Ih onlywn to ieus thesattion of mya hn' the statutea of 1899 hie will sce an nmend-
fIeondywn cl the atinnster of Raiwy an oCni ment to the Exebequer Court Acf whlcb
oinemref the stafe f R ars tndhaala providea for these cases. I will point out

once ore o thestat of findr manaI the Act f0 hlm. It ia 02-63 Vic., cap. 44.
exIafing now and I hope lie wiil IIdmen think that Act will meet the case in band
to put an end f0o. now. 1 have had some opportunity of con-

Mr. T. C. CASGRAIN (Montmorency). jsidering the question recently and my own
Mr. Speaker, before the motion is carrled vl.ew would be thaf If this does not qulte
I would like to cail the attention of the Min- meet the case we migbt amend It so as to
Ister of llaiiways and Canais (Mr. Blair) make it applicable f0 the case la band. But,
to the very unsatisfactory state la whlch I fhink the Act goea far enough.
thle rnilway law is la regard to an insolvent
rnilway company. I know for a fact thaf Mr. CASORAIN. I have loqked Into that
wbat the hion. nember for St. Mary's, Mont- Act and I have fried to make It apply to
real (Hon. Mr. Tarte) bias just said ln re- 1questions arising just as this one bas arisen
ference to thia ralway is absolutely true ouseh1hv cle h ttnino h
because I bave hnd occasion f0 represent Hosbut I do flot fhink If la workable
some of the parties wbo are Interested la under auch circumatancea.
that company. Now, wben a dlaim la urged Tuie MINISTER 0F RAILWAYS AND
againat n railwny compnny of tbia klnd CANALS. (Hlon. A. G. Blair). Mr. Speaker,
there is nothing in the law by whlcb a credi- I do not thlnk there wiii be any objection
for ean bave is dlaim recognized and re- whatever f0 tue passing of this motion.
cover under the statute. If 19 frue thaf la 1 may say ln regard f0 what my right bon.
the province of Quebec some years ago friend <Hlon. Mr. Tarte') bas stated that,
legîsiation was Infroduced granflng the pow- to-dany. there la an engineer On behalf Of the
er f0 a creditor, or f0 the goverument. if the governiment making an Inspection of that
governmenf bnd givea a suhsidy f0 the rail- rond.
way, f0 senuestrate the rond, or fo put Il Ho.M.TRE h'odl o aeIa fhe bannds or n sequiestrafior. wbo, In an- o.M.TRE Thrndsntsae
other Provinee, would, I qauppo,é. ha cnlled 1 undersfand.
a receiver who could operafe fbe road for The MINISTER 0P 'RAILWAYS AND
the advantage of ail concerned. But, the C'ANALS. My bon. friend the member for
difficulty was encounfered thaf wben Cbamhly and Verchères (Mr. Geoffrion)
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