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of British goods in lier markets. In 1894
the historie conference took place in Ot-
tawi. ai whichi were represented Australia.
New Zealand, Soutli Africa. Canada and
England. and afier full discussion a resolu-
tion wvas adopted atlrming the principle of
the reslmion passe< by the l'arliameint

f, 'ainha. ind ;sking thîat Ler Majesty's
Governmienit wl favourably consider the
question. Unfortunately. it fell to the duty
of the Mfruis of Ripn to reply to that ap-
peia. and I ieed not tell any peison woli
is acqua inted1 withî En;dishî polities that
flhe Marquis of Ripon was Colonial Secre-
tiry iii a (Tovernmtîenmt wlieh rested upon
aî very n:-row inn.oriiy i 1'ie House of
Commns, and I which. however otherwise
well disposed. was not in a position to deal
with sueli a question as that. Wlen the
meibers of tlieUiited Empire Trade League
went back to Lord Salisbury in 1896, and
pressed lim to> give effect to the declara-
tions that had been so tlhorouglhly sustained'
througlhout the country at the general elec-
tion. lie told Ihei lie w-anted a scheme.
In that year I caIe to Canada-as I dare'
say some hon. gentlemen will recollect-and
I was invited to deliver an address before
the Montreal Board ofTraide. In that

of commodities within. the Empire, consistent
with the tariff requirements incident to the main-
tenance of the local government of each kingdom,
dominion, province or colony, now forming part
of the British fanilly of nations.
That was very specific and very clear. An
lion. gentleman who is now a member of
this Hiouse. alihougi lihe was not then. Mr.
Osler, w-as sent to represent the Board of
Trade. and to press this resolution I have
only read the lst clause of it. because that
is the most important ; and wlen he had
put that resohition before the Congress of
tie Chambers of Conuerce of the Empire,
tie liglit Hion. Joseph Chamberlain, the
Colonial Secretary, wm-ho opened the con-
ference. nade a imost important and strik-
ing speech, in whlichl' le substantially en-
dorsed the resolution passed by the Board
of Trade. and maintained that the policy

a S perfectly practicable .f accmplish-
ment on those terns He said

If they (the colonies) desire, as we desire,
and as we believe they do, this closer union-
if they are willing to make some sacrifice of
their present arrangements and convictions in
order to secure it-let tbem say so.aLet the
chfer cornie voltintarily frorn theni, and 1 be-
live it will be considered in this country, not in
aiy huekstering spirit, but that it wilt be en-

address I 1en(leavoure(l to show the practi- tertained as part of the great policy which is in-
cability and the fea sibility of the adoption tended to unite in the closest bonds of affection
of that policy, and I urgll it ii the strong- and of interest all the communities which areetsatpoile ma r.T' nder the British flag and all the subjects of Herest possib1e nîîer. The geToLierontl Globe,y ajesty throughout the world.tis couny citicise ati.eral party in .he next authority ve have on that im-this eonry ritieised mny action. andi said :portant question is, ne iess distinguisbied a
Why should Sir Clarles Tupper waste bis potrsqn tan therigl lon. the First Minis-
time and his breath in advocating prefer- ers.o tas the apght in te Fi pinps-
ential trade il-n Montreal, when it is a pol-' ter. He was then appealing to the people
ey which every Man in this counltry will of this country to give him power, and

icy ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ m"s wbd vr nnl li onr vi a tating Ie the peel)le wbat fie weuid
hold up both bis hands in support of; and ados if tley clothed bim wit hpower; and
the i Globe " further said : The battle has d tbi thay clore himbwethiw Hoand
to be fought in England. WeIl, the "Globe" -iadmthit that every member of this ouse

wasrigt i tht. hae n heitaioninwill admit that no more solemn obligationvasrigt l tht. bve e lesiatin i can rest on the sheulders ef any public
saying that when on this great Jubilee oc-cn sn the older f nypuli
casion. Canada bad an opportunity of being mian than the obligation te redeem hon-
represented by the leader of this Govern- curably, honestly and faithfully the pledges
ment, that battle would have been won i he gives to the electorate when he is seek-
it had been fought in England by him. n power at their hands. This is what
Sir. I shail give yon my reasons for en- le6said at Londen, on the 17th of May,!1896:tertaining tlat opinion. My answer to the •

" Globe" was: I is quite truc that t In regard te this question of preferential trade,attle must be foughIt in England, and that Mr. Laurier desired te say that Sir Charles Tup-
is why 1amhere" urging upon the boards Per was no more favourable te the idea thanis ~ ~ ~ Z Illar ler ugngupn heberd
of trade at this meeting in Mentreal, and
ail over Canada, to send delegates to re- He vent on te sayc:
present them at the Congress of the Cham- My hope is-nay, my conviction Is-that on the
bers of Commnerce et the Empire. and press ~2rd of June the Liberal party will be at the
there this question of preferential trade. head of the poils ; and then it will be the Lib-
The Toronto Board of Trade passed a reso- that li en omthismioiners et rvenue tar,
lution affirming the policy in the strong- range for a basis of preferential trade.
est and most emphatic terms. and suggest- These were the terms lu whtch the lon.
ing precisely how, in their opinion, it should gentleman pedged imseif t carry ut the
be carried ut. That resolution read as poliey of preferential trade If he obtain-

ed power. Under these circumstances, hadResolved, that, in the opinion of this confer- we not a riglit to expect that some effortence, the advantage te be obtained by a cloeer at all events, on -hiepart wouid be made tounion between the varlous portions of the Britielishot e , on ô at would bomde to
Empire are se great as te justify an arrangement show that hle had not attempted te delude
as nearly as possible of the nature of ai Zollver- the people of thîs country with false pro-
ein, based upon principles of the freest exchange mises, oniy te trample them under his feet

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.


