
COMMONS DEBATES.
districts ; it would increase his practice. There is asuredly
nothing to be astonished at that the lawyers of the City of
Montreal ehould be in favor of judiciai centralization. I
wiIl thank, in a special maanner, the bon. President
of the Privy Council, wbo is a Montreal lawyer,
for having treatel this subject from a broader point of view
than a.sectional one, for having done justice to the country
districts, and for not having shown the egotism displayed
by bis coafrères whose practice is in cities. We muet con-
sider that there was another reason for this judicial decen-
tralization, and it is that when it was brought about, it was
in order to bring justice within the reach of those requiring
it. The Province of Quebec is one of great extent, and the
cities of Montreal and Quebec cannot pretend to constitute
the wbole Province. There is, for instance, the district of
Chicontimi, which is at least 200 miles from Queboc; we have
no railways to co maunicate with the city of Quebec, .whieh
wo-can only reach when navigation is open. Well, Sir, at,
Chicoutimi there is at present a population of 30,000 or
40,000 souls; much activity reigne there, and there are
many cases, yet there is not any Judge. When it is noces-
sary to institute proceedinge, when the authority of a Judge
is required, ne eis obliged to go to (Quebec, 200 miles
distant, and to go thither it takes three days, and three
days to return. I say, therefore, that it is unjust that the
residents of the district of Chicoutimi, requiring the
authority of a Judge, should have to travel toQuebec to ask
for it. It hias been said that there are not many cases in
the country districts, and the hon. member for Jacques
Cartier has quoted atatistics. The hon. momber found it an
easy task to quotaestatisties, but ho did not take the trouble
of looking up the official statistics, of turning over the
leaves of the Oîcial Gazette in the Library. Be contented
himeolf with using a tabulated statement, taken from a
book published by a member of the Montreal Bar. I say
that those statistics, in so far as the district of Chicoutimi
is concerned, are totally incorrect and incomplete. I cannot
give the exact figure of the number of cases in the ditrict
of Chicoutimi, because they are not at hand; but I rvsidc
in that district, I am cognizant of what takes place there,
and I will give-the number of proceedings iustituted in
the Court of-Chicoutimi. ln the city of Chicoutimi there
are generally 600 or 700 Circuit Court cases taken up per
annum. There is a Circuit Court at d'lHébertville, 18 miles
fron Chicoutimi, where about 200 cases are taken up per
annum. flere there are about 900 Circuit Court cases
in the county of Chicoutimi alone. In the Superior Court
at Chicoutimi there are generally about b5 to 45 cases a'
year. Thereto must be added a like number of Circuit
Court cases in appeal,uand which in gontreal come within
the jurisdiction of the Superior Court. Moreover, there
are ail the incidental procodings which occur at Chicou-
timi as well as elsewhere, and which are considerable.
There iie likewiso, as weli as elsewhere, divided opinions
as -to the validity of municipal elections; often, as well as
elsewhere, there are divided opinions as to the validity
of electoral lists. Well, t is impossible for us to control
nnîicipal elections, or to control-electoral lists, for in
order t do that we should have to go to a Judge residing
mu Quebec. The Judge visita us three times a year,
for it is but a visit that he pays us; he calls upon ls at the
end of May, in October and in January; each time he
remaains at most ton days, or in other words, there are but
thirty days in the whole year, when we have the oppor-i
tunity of having recourse to the authority of a Judge. -Thei
hon. member for Jacques Cartier has said that the Montreal
Judges are far more occupied, that they have much business
in chambors, that thore are a thousand proceedings to be
carried on in chamber. "If," says he, "an application to
quase a apias lIas to be made it ii necessary to makei
applicatiou to a-Judge in -hambers, and the Judges are1
buey from Mairaing to night; therefore aucther Judge isa

required in Montroal." I would ask the hon. member for
Jaeques Cartier how ho eeu expeot that we should have
chamber business in Chicoutimi, when there is not any
Judge? I do not blame the Judge; the-law has only
appointed three terms for him; the proclamation, which
fixes three terms only for the district of Chicoutimi, dates
as far back as 1857, and the Judge bolde these terms
regnlarly. Justice is well administered by him; bis onesty
and integrity are above suspicion; ho is a man wbo does
honor to his position; he is a man whom we like and whom
we would like to see among us. We hold him in such high
esteem that we would like to have him amongst us from
year's end to year's end. I will give a case in point. Lot
us suppose that three months before the term, three months
consequently before a Judge is to b h:ad, unserupulous
litigants- and there are such men-put thoir heads together
and say: "The Judge cannot be widh us Ibr another three
months; lot us take out a capias against our debtor and put
him in prison. Sooner than romain therein three months ho
will give up his goods to us; ho will give us bis lorse, his
cow, and his other goods; h. will pre er to surrender them
to remaining in prison." lu this way do unscrupulous
creditors collect their debts. Were a Judge present, and
were an application made to him, the deb'or would get
justice. But there is more than that. There is that clas
ofplaintiffs who have doubtful debts. What ie thoir conduct ?
Well, two or three months before the term,
knowing that it is impossible for the debtor to obtnin
justice, they will take out a saisie-irret before judgment;
they will seize ail his goods, they will even seize the
goods that are exempt from seizure according to law, such as
his horse and his cow; they will take his chattels and will
appoint aguardian who is their friend, and the unfortunate
debtor will give up to them his horse and his other
goods to get back bis cow, which is tho
only supp rt of his children. And thus does one say that
there is o business in those districts. I ama going to
mention a number of instances where the presence of a Judge
is required. A Judge, Mr. Speaker, is required not only to
preside at ternis, but h lias, moreover, to fulfil a number of
administrative and judicial duties out of torm. I will
mention, for instance, the power conferred on him by law
in the case of those unlawfully holding lands in the
township; in the case of judgments on applications to quash
writs of capias or of saisie-arrêt simple ; in that of givin
provisional possession of chattels soized and revendicat
in that of sequestration, in that of suits between landlord
and tenant, in that of contested election lists, in that of
writs of prerogative, in that of civil and criminal cases of
habeas corpus, in that of compulsories, in that of family
councils, in that of the sale of minors' effects, in that of ihe
application and removal of Feals, in that of settling disputes
in the making out of inventories, in that of enquêtes, and
in that of a thousand other things.,And bere is a population
of from 30,000 to 40,000 souls, in the district of Chicoutimni,
which is deprived of the assistance of a Judge in ail those
cases. And, after ail that, people will say with the hon,
member for Jacquos Cartier that it is nocessary to recail
the Judges to town. More remains to bo said. I will now
take up the contested cases, and will show the enormous
injustice arising from the present state of things in the
district of Chicoutimi, and ail because judicial decentraliza-
tion is not complete. We have a tern three times a ye-ar :
six days ofCircuit Court, six days of SuperiorCourt. Genierally
speaking, it is impossible for us to proceed with the prolimin-
ary investigatioi lu cases coute-ted in the Superior Court
otherwLe than before a Judge. What follows? Why, that
a case is entered for enquéte and for examination on its
morits, the Judge arrives, the tern commences, it is the
first case on the list, a large number of witnesses are caled,
the enquête is commenoed in the morning and is continued
all day and the next and so on for the next six days.
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