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introduced last year, with a view to giving
my Bill precedence over that of my hon.
friend. With the permission of the
House, I will relate the facts con-
nected with the case. After mv lion.
friend froni Stanstead lad introduced his
Bill, and I had also introdueed mine,
I went to the Clerk to see my hon.
friend's Bill, with a view of comparing it
with mine, and ascertaining whether his
Bill was for a repeal pure and simple, and
wliether it contained other dispositions re-
specting insolvency. The answer of the
Clerk was that ,ny hon. friend had sent
no Bill, but a blank. I returned o my seat
and in a few minutes afterwards you, Mr.
Speaker, intimated to me by a sign of your
liand tliat you wanted to see nie. I went to
vou, and, while standing by your Chair, you
showed nie a couple of copies of Mr. Colby's
Bill, and offered them to me. I told you
one would be suflicient. Then you told
nie to take the French copy, and that I
could keep it, whilsc vou kept the English
copy. These are the facts exactly as I
know tlem, and as they were ii this
matter. 1 never lad any idea of keeping my
lion. friend's Bill froin the Clerk, or of
keeping it in my desk for the purpose of
giving my Bill precedence. I would scorns
such cond net as unworthy of a gentleman.
I desire now to read a fev ines which are
entitled "Parliamentary Notes," and which
were published in the Montreal Gazette:

OTTAWA, February 17th.

To-day's was short and sweet, the House
rising at 4 o'clock. After clearing off a very
scanty order paper. the probable discussion
on the second reading of Mr. Colby's Insol-
vency Repeal Bill being struck off by some un-
accountable difference between the one as
handed to the Speaker and that produced by
the Clerk, the latter turning ont to be a copy
of Mr. béchard's ineasure of last year. The
little foundlings lad been changed by soine-
one, and eventually it turned up in Mr. Béch-
ard's desk, this exactly completing the paral-
lel to the thrilling adventures of the true heir
who, notwithstanding all machinations, comes
to his own at last. To say ile least, it is
curious that this episode should occur just
when there is.such rivalry between the two
sides of the House as to who should introduce
he ineasure, and Mr. M ackenzie's attempt to

rale ont Mr. Colby's Bill, on the strongth of
the alleged discrepancy, tallied oddly with the
place where it was discovered."

I thougit, these insinuations having
been made. that it was due both to thc
House and myself, that I should offer

these explanations, to vindicate my
character against slanderous iisinuations.

MRs. COLBY : I extrenielxy regret that
these insinuations should have been made
against my hon. friend, wlio, I amn quite
sure, never contenplated the act of de-
liberately appropriating the Bill which I
subnitted, for the purpose of getting pre-
cedence. I regret that any misapprehen-
sion should liave arisen out of the circum-
stances connected witli it, for I am sure
my hon. friend, whoma I have known ever
since I entered this House, is quite
incapable of conduet of that kind. But,
while my lion. friend bas been a martyr
to the newspapers, I wisli also to take this
opportunity to do what I have never had
occasion to do before, to bring a little
matter which is persorial to mvself, and
arose out of the sane question, before
the attention of the House. I see by a
recent newspaper published iii this Do-
minion thsat, in connection with the very
sane matter, I have been charged with
having perpetrated a trick, in order to
gain petty applause. The concluding
paragrapli of the article referred to is as
follows :-

" It may be so, but Mr. Colby's course is
very unlike that usually pursued Iy the mem-
ber for Stanstead, and resembles rather a
specimen of Yankee smartness and trickery,
which might be expected in the United States
Congress but not in a British flouse of lepre-
sentatives.''

The article is headed an I Un-British
Trick." I also have observed, in
two other newspapers, par graphs of
a similar purport, although not
couched in precisely the same lan-

guage. I think it but fair to the I on

gentleman who las just taken bis seat,
and to myself, that any misapprehensions
which have arisen out of this natter
should be disproved by a clear statement
of the facts, for, while I should extrenely
regret that mv lion. friend shsould rest
under an unjust imputation, Le would, I
an sure, equally regret that I siould be
niisrepresented in the same wav. I took
the opportunity ofgiving notice, upon the
first day of the meeting of Parliament, of
the introduction of two Bills on subjects
in which I have takens a very great inter-
est in former vears: one concernig the
Insolvency Act, and the other in reference
to petroleum. These notices went upon
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