
SAFE LANE - CANADA'S LANDMINE BAN REPORT WINTER 1999-2000

RESOURCES
DFAIT materials can be
ordered by calling:
Tel: (613) 944-4000 or
1-800-267-8376
Fax: (613) 996-9709
For other materials, dial the
numbers provided below.
Unless otherwise indicated, all
materials available in French and
English. DFAIT mine action publi-
cations are also accessible on the

Web at: www.mines.gc.ca

Print

New! Seeds of Terror, Seeds of
Hope: 1998-1999 Report on the
Canadian Landmine Fund

Bi-Monthly Progress Report *
3 pages: DFAIT

A Global Ban on Landmines;
Canada and the Global Anti-
Personnel Landmine Crisis;

Frequently Asked Questions on
the Anti-Personnel Landmine
Crisis*
Short backgrounders on the
Ottawa Process: DFAIT

Measured Steps: Assessing
Global Progress on Mine Action
May 1999 report circulated at the
First Meeting of States Parties to
the Mine Ban Treaty in Maputo,
Mozambique: DFAIT

Information Kit
Includes the above items marked

by an asterisk (*), the most recent

issue of SafeLane, a signatory and

ratification list, and a statement

by the Minister of Foreign Affairs:

DFAIT

Banning Anti-Personnel Mines -
The Ottawa Treaty Explained
Available in Spanish: International
Committee of the Red Cross
Tel: (613) 740-1949
Fax: (613) 740-1911
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Text of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and
Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on their Destruction: "The
Ottawa Treaty"
Available in all six UN languages:

DFAIT

Electronic

Videos

In Years, Not Decades
An 8-minute presentation-

length video - Available in

English, French, Arabic &

Portuguese: DFAIT

One Step at a Time
A 24-minute, broadcast-

length documentary -
International broadcasting

rights have been obtained

for stock footage; licensing

fee for airing can be donat-

ed to NGOs. Available in

English, French, Russian &

Spanish: DFAIT

CD-ROM

Ban Landmines! The
Ottawa Process and the
International Movement to
Ban Landmines: DFAIT

Web Sites

DFAIT's SafeLane:
www.mines.gc.ca

New on
Safelane!
Mine Action
Workbook,
a new Internet
tool for
educators,
students and
activists that

provides
lessons, links
and activities on
landmines, their
global impact,
the Ottawa
Process and the
Mine Ban Treaty

Mines Action Canada:
www.minesactioncanada.com

International Campaign to Ban
Landmines: www.icbl.org

International Committee of the
Red Cross: www.icrc.org
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SafeLane is published quarterly by the Mine
Action Team, Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade.

Submissions are invited from governmental
agencies and NGOs active in the campaign
against landmines. Please send articles of 400
words or less; SafeLane editors reserve the right
to condense and adapt text. Captioned, print-
quality photos much appreciated.

Send submissions, along with clear contact
information, to:

Outreach and Communications, Mine Action Team
( ILX), Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade

125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa, ON, Canada, K1A 0G2
Fax: (613) 944-2501

Deadline for next issue: January 15, 2000.

Cover photo: CP PICTURE ARCHIVE ( Frank Gunn)
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AFTER MAPUTO:

A renewed
commitment to
mine action
Last May in Mozambique, the international commit-

ment to a global ban on anti-personnel mines was

reaffirmed at the First Meeting of States Parties. The

occasion was a tremendous accomplishment for

those working to universalize and implement the ban.

And the success of Mozambique, a severely mine-

affected state, in hosting the international gathering

was in itself a triumph.

It was also a time for celebration of the early

accomplishments of the treaty - the declining trade

in these inhumane weapons, reductions in casualty

rates in some of the world's most mine-affected coun-

tries, the destruction of more than 14 million stock-

piled anti-personnel mines, an increase in funding for

mine action, and, of course, the rapid embrace of the

Convention by the international community.

Our celebration of this progress was tempered,

however, by the knowledge that in parts of the world,

landmines continue to be laid and continue to be

used as weapons of terror against civilian popula-

tions. This was made all too clear on my journey to

Maputo, via Kosovo, where I visited one of the many

refugee camps that had sprung up on the perimeter of

that beleaguered province. Among the traumatized

civilians were those who had fallen victim to land-

mines.
The mine action problem in Kosovo is one we

have seen all too often- in Bosnia, Afghanistan,

Cambodia, Mozambique and many other countries.

These weapons are deployed by warring factions with

tragic consequences for fleeing (and later returning)

refugees. The tragedy of Kosovo made apparent the

need for a rapid and coordinated response to deal

with mines in the aftermath of conflict. While in

Maputo, I hosted a meeting at which we discussed
the need for a UN-coordinated rapid reaction capaci-
ty, knowing we would face this challenge not only in

Kosovo, but also in Angola, and other places where

mines continue to be used.
Out of that meeting, Canada and Belgium co-spon-

sored the first UN mission to assess the mine situa-
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tion in Kosovo. From this assess-

ment, came the establishment of a

UN Mine Action Co-ordination

Centre in Pristina to ensure the safe

and rapid return of refugees and to

work towards the longer term demi-

ning of the region.

Canadians were among the first

to enter Kosovo, taking part in the

essential work of clearing landmines

Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Lloyd Axworthy
and Mozambican Minister
of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation, Cr. Leonardo
Santos Simâo, at the
First Meeting of States
Parties to the Mine Ban
Convention, Maputo,
Mozambique.

and other explosives from roadways and bridges to

ensure the safe passage of UN forces and humanitari-

an relief. And Canada remains active in Kosovo today,

with National Defence personnel posted to the Mine

Action Coordination Centre in Pristina, Canadian

demining experts deployed in the field and Canadian

contributions supporting a range of coordinated

activities.

Kosovo's experience underscores the urgency of

the global landmine challenge. The situation in

Kosovo mirrors the plight of millions the world over

and makes clear the need to sustain our efforts to

defeat this deadly weapon.

That is why I am pleased to note the launch of a

new, private sector charitable initiative-the Canadian

Landmine Foundation. Its aim is to create a sustain-

ing fund to which individuals and corporations can

contribute to help eradicate landmines and case the

suffering they cause. In fJune, I announced seed fund-

ing of $1 million from the Government of Canada to

the Canadian Landmine Foundation. The Foundation
plans to multiply this initial contribution through out-

reach to the private sector.

I am confident that, through support for such

fundraising efforts, the goodwill of Canadians will go

a long way to ensuring the peace and security of our

fellow global citizens as we enter a new millennium.

The Ottawa Process and our response to this crisis

are but one measure of our willingness to recognize

how our welfare is linked to that of others.

- Lloyd Axworthy, Minister of Foreign Affairs


