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Young Stephen hateçi every minute of the. growing-up process lni the.
ba<ckwoods and wrote at length about these experiences in later 11f.. >Clearly0
unfit for the taslcs imposed upon him, Peter sold part of the. fera maciiinery
and stock and hied himseif to the, Winnipeg of the 1880 boom days. There ho
iioped to make lis fortune. He returned home broke, dispirited and addicted to
the bottle. In no time h. abançloned the. faniily for good, settled in Nova Scotia
under an assumed nase and took to himseif a common-law wife.

.Meanhile t he sterling character of Agnes Leacock begsui to assert its.lf.
Altiiougii conditions on the. farm vont fros bad to worse, 8he sav to the, proper
education of iier childi-en -- lessôns in the home, sessions at the. "littie re4
sciioolhousel" and eventually, for three of the. boys (including Stepiien), at
UpporCanada College. Small and intermittent legacies from the. familios in
Britain made this possible.

His years at Upper Canada estabisiied Stephen 's intrinsic vorth, H.
demonstrated an aptitude for botii the clasalcs an~d modern languages. He caried
off prize after prize and becamo head boy in Ms finul yoar. Ail the tise,
hovever, he vas supremely conscious of uis responsibilities at home, siiice hii
elder brotiiers had iieaded West. It became necessary, therefore, to earn money,
i pursuance of whkch h. att.nded a training-school for teaciiers and eventually

got a Job as iiistructor ini a secondary school. In the. future h. vould record
hey h. detested this period of his career.

Thon his old school, LUpper Canada College, came to the rescue and hbired
him as an assistant master of modern languages. Ho Iiked the. worc no botter,
but it provided the opportunityto istudy, simultaneously, for his B.A. degree.l


