
Northern sping
Tne Floweing of Ganadian Literature in English

anecdotes ofren told by literary
in Canada relates ta the late fine-
tury paet, Archibald Lamnprnan,
30 read wýith delight a baak called
first poems of another Canadian
ries G.D. Roberts. Lt seemed ta
that Roberts shawed an ability ta
e Canadian landscape as well as
1 poets wrote of theirs, and lie
" It seemed ta me a wonderfÙl

5uch a work cauld be done by a
by a yaung man, one of ourselves,"
[me time Lampman aisa made a
lich lias flot sa often been quated.
eýal is being said as ta whether a
iterature exlsts. 0f course it daes
at the time he was writing, just
-itury ago, what he said was correct.
ce the British North American
j-me together in 1867 ta form the
tion of Canada, cultural national-
ý,rc-y McGee had been talking of
X a national literature. Indeed, the
id been expressed even befare
tion wlien in 1864 an Upper Ca-
rgyman named Edward Harrley
blished an anthalogy entitled Se-
»n the Canadian Poets, and in his

man and Duncan Campbell Scott, who
realized that their inspiration must be found
at home. They wrote the first poetry that took
the Canadian Iandscape and the life people
lived in it as the source of their imagery; start-
ing off wîth a style derived firom the English
Romantics, the best of them recognized in
the end that their new content demandied a
new idionm. The first experimental Canadian
poetry in a modemnist sense was wrltten by
Roberts and Scott in their later years, while
Roberts because of his animal stories, and
Carmnan because of the popularity of his po-
etry among Americans, were the first Cana-
dian writers ta acquire an international
readlership.

An excellent anthology of these four men,
Poqets of the Confederation, was compiled
by Malcolm Ross and published in 1960, They
were the first true Canadian classics, but they
hardly created a Canadian literature, for they
had no immediate successors of equal stat-
ure, while Canadian fiction hardly developed
at ail until alter the Great War. The good
pre- 1914 Canadian novels do not take even
the fingers of a single hand ta, count Wl-
liam Ki rby's historical romance, The Golden
Dog (1877);James de Mille's utapian fanta-
sY, StrangeManuscriptFound ina Copper
Ctnder (1888); Sara jeannette Duncan's
iranic palitical novel, The Inpediatist (1904);
and Stephen Leacock's Sunsbine Sketches of
a Little bwnm(1912),1less a nvel than ase-
ries of linked humorous storles.

The Beghnnings of a
NatioiW Uiture
It was really in the 1920s and 1930s that
Canadian fiterature began ta acquire a
distinctive ldentity. In the western plains a
whole school of prairie realists emerged,
led by navêlsts like Robertj. Stead (Grain,
1926), Maria Ostensa ( Wild Geese, 1925),
and -most important - Frederick Philip
Grave. Grave, who had already written
noveLs in German as Felix Paul Greve, began
his Canadian careerwlvth abookaf essays,


