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undertake further research on the status of women in their regions to the year 2000
by developing the necessary data base and indicators and by drawing upon inputs
from the national and local levels, including perspectives on and by women at the
grass-roots level. To this end, the regional commissions should include in their
annual reports an analysis of changes in the situation of women in their reagions.

Paraagraph 353

It is also necessary to strengthen the activities of the International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women which performs an
. important role in the field of rescarch, training, information and communication,
and to request States and appropriate organizations, in particular, the
organizations of the United Nations system, to continue to collaborate with the
Institute in its work for the improvement of the status of women. The Institute
should continue its work in appraising and evaluating what has been done by
Governments and the United Nations system in promoting the status of women and it
should be given increased voluntary financial support.

Paragraph 354

The United Nations should incorporate within its activities related to the
World Disarmament Campaign the preparation of a study on the specific consequences
of the arms race and modern warfare for women in aeneral, especially aged or
pregnant women and young children. Such a study should be given wide publicity in
order to mobilize researchers, politicians and non-governmental organizations, as
well as women themselves, for the promotion of disarmament.

Paragraph 355

The United Nations system and other intergovernmental, governmental and )
non-governmental organizations should encourage women, women's organizations and
all the appropriate governmental bodies from different countries to discuss and
study various aspects of promoting peace and other related issues in order to
increase knowledge, facilitate understanding and develop friendly relations between
countries and peoples. Exchange vigsits among women from different countries, and

meetings and seminars in which women participate fully should be organized at
regional and international levels.

5. Participation of women in activities at the international

and regional levels and in decision-makina

Paraqraph 356

The United Nations system should take all necessary reasures to achieve an
equitable balance between women and men staff members at managerial and
professional levels in all substantive areas, as well as in field posts. Regular
reporting to the General Assembly, the governina bodies of the specialized
agencies, the regional commissions and the Commission on the Status of Women on the
establishment and implementation of targets for the equal representation of women

in professional posts should be continued.

Paraaraph 357

Women and women's organizations from different countries'should'be encouraged
to discuss and study various aspects of promoting peace and development issues in
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