54

) g ducation in Newfoundland.

Education in Newfoundland has never undergone
such a sifting as it has during the present session
of the legislature. The public generally are awa'kvm_*d
to the fact that the ancient system of education in
this country cannot be brought to a level with‘ Fhe
requirements of modern times. The present rising
generation have attained to such proficiency that
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an innovation is sadly required in order to meet

the demands of the present day; such being the case
the government has been strenuously working for the
improvement of education.

The press as well has taken an active part in pro-
claiming its claime. Individuals bave been aroused
and have, with the public, cast their opinion in favor
of the general sentiment of the island. The Church

ment. At the last meeting of the Diocesan Synod
at St. John’s the subjeet of education formed a very
important part in the proceedings. A petition was
drawn up and sent to all schools under Church of
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aged poor of his flock--that they cannot read, that

| schools were not 8o common in their days

as they are
vow, that learning wus not so much thought of whep
they were young, ete., and many such will "i“in‘l’
and thankfully acknowledge the superior advan
which their children nmf grandchildren Am in
the present schools of their own town or vi
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For the Review !

Normal School Examinations
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Steps should be taken towards lessening the amount
of elementary teaching in the Provincial Normal
School of New Brunswick by requiring more of
student teachers at their entrance examination, or at
least by giving more value to a pass at that examins-
tion, so that their time in the school may be more
largely devoted to professional work and their minds
attending the
result of their final examination for license,

At present, I believe, the equivalent of an exam-
18 required of all

candidates for matriculation into the Normal School.
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England Boards throughout the island. These were J hob toaxe this a provincia SEemiigtion for

largely signed and sent in to the government. The
result of this unanimous appeal was $5,000 for the
improvement of education. This amount was voted
_under a Loan Act. Although this amount was small
it stopped many a hole and opened the way, so to
speak, for further grants.

A Bill has been passed and the government has
voted the sum of §15,000 for the improvement of
education in Newfoundland,

Hon. Robert Bond, Colonial Becretary, in address-
ing the house, said, that the greatest amount of good
to be derived from this grant would be by raising the
teachers’ salaries and keeping in the field what teachers
we have. During the past ten or fifteen years
teachers, as soon as they become 1st grade, leave their
schools and go to the States or Canada where ample
scope is to be found for their talent.

The Central Board, which is about to be established,
‘will do well in distributing this amount to raise the
salaries of teachers. Teachers in Newfoundland are
very poorly paid, scarcely enough to live decently,
What is 8200 to pay towards books, clothes ang
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license of that class in all but professional subjects,
80 that those who pass successfully need omly be
further examined in the latter subjects to obtain a
third-class license at the end of their course? Asit

~t8 now, applicants for class IIL. have to repeat in

substance the same examination which admitted them

to the school—surely a needless work and worry for
them.

And since there are from fifteen to twenty subjects

| in the examination for license of class I., it is a

serious question whether candidates required to pre-
sent themselves for all at one examination can do
themselves justice at the time, or fully profit by their
Normal School course with such an ordeal before
them. It has been suggested that the required sub-

Jects be divided into two groups, in either of which a
candidate might pass and obtain a certificate at any
provincial examination; license of hi her class, how-
ever, not to be granted until the applicant has satis-
fied the requirements of both.

Group A might include geography, history, arith-
metic and such other subjeets as are supp to be
well taught in our common schools, and a class I.,
class II. and class II]. examination in these subjects
be offered to applicants for admission to the Normal
School, with the understanding that a certain aver-
age percentage would relieve them from having to
meet the same examination again. Group B to in-
clu(]ig ghe higher branches and professional training,
could be open, as at pregen nl
Norsal Sc%eool. present, only to graduates of a

Is there not time yet before the next session of the
school begins for the Board of Education to consider
the advisability of adopting such a plan?

8t. Stephen, N, B, -




