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T. Ilcre is the Mîale bird; describe its color.
s.Its hcad, a part of the baek andi ail its breast 1,

a bir',zlut rosv-red incarlv.
'T. T1hîe wings and tail
S. Are blackish, with whitisli cdgi îugs titi thec

nîost ut tlîe featliers.
T. licre is tlîe fcîîîale. Ilow ducs it ditier
S. ht lias a sort uf an olive, aslîv grcv color wlicre

thc imaie bas a briglît red.
T. Wlien you find thîcm here in wiîîtcr whîerc wvunld

yon expevt tliem tu breed ?
S. Soniîcwlere fnrthcr îîortlî iii sumiertinie. WVlit

kind ut nests have tlîev ?
T.X 'l'îc. sav they arc Made uf sinall twigsk and

rLuotlets,. lîuîcd with iner lib>res et grasses aîîd the like.
Fggs (gcuîcrallv fouir) puale greenish, biuue spotted anud
blotchcd with dark browîî uiarkings and lilac sIielI
spots. Tlie egg is about au inîch lonîg and tlîrcc-
4juartcrs et au inch thick. But let us look it Uic
strong, conical bill. This stoutt, conical bill is More
or less lîke the bis of tlîe finches, buntings aiîd sp)ar-
ruws, and is well adapted for crushing sumalI seeds.

S. Is there a name for that kind et bill ?
T.' Yes. 'on ires/ral, wilîi mens cone-billcd.

You eau aise netice that tlue hune between the upper
anti lower half ef the bill is neot straight. It is turneti
dowuwards near Uie corner ef the mouth. The cunu-
rustral birds, aitheugh very merry, are aIl nMore or less
Ildowu in the month," li:-eraliv. M'bat do yen notice
about the feet?

S. Three tues un front and eue behiud grasping
the limb on which it is perched.

T. l'es ; it nîav be called a "lPercher." The bare
part et the leg, just abeve the tees, is called the larsus
in ail birds. Notice its plated covering.

S. What are "l>erchers"? Do net ahi birds perchi?
T. The structure cf ti e feet uf some, von observe,

are better fitted fer grasping a percb than otlîers. lii
the case et our specimen the adaptation is very per-
fect ;and ail such birds we shahl put into a class or
(o'(lPr, as it is called, the - Perchers " proper.

S. How many orders ct bîrds are thiere in Canada.',
T. Fifteen. The fif:eeu orders are aIse repre-

sented in Nova Scotia.
S. How mDany duffercut kiuds ef birds are in

Canada and in Nova Setia,
T. lu ail Canada a few ever 550. In Nova Scotia

alone about 240.
S. Ilow many ef these beleng te the order
I>erchers ?"

T. In Canada, about 230 ; in Nova Scotia alone,
about 90.

S. The "Perchers" must be a very large order, for it
coutains more than ene-third ef ahl the diff ereut kinds?

T1. Truce. A nd t bey lire div idcd inito two sub-
Orders, th lc'songlcss percýliers ' and tic '' song
perelirs." ' 'lre are ou lv about a liait a doeon of
te lifornmer, wli ile t liore lire over eiglity ef Uic latter
knowîî iii Nova Scotia. 'l'O whiclî does Uic pino
grosbeak belon-g

S. 'lo the soiqg percliers. Ilow many Nova Setia
soiîg peru hers coigto tlie con irostral farnily ?
i 1. Abnout twi) dozcii. The ftain IV~1 k nown lis the
L'rjnqU I, an d i ncl udes tlîc tinîches, cross-buIs, rcd-
poli, sio w lii ut i g an d sparrows, as wel I as tic gros-
bcaks. At le ast a (10/ci of thec «r iny 'ilo are so
COninioii in No% a Scotia, New Brunîswick and Prince
Edw~ard hadt bat cvery sehîool boy' sliotitd know
tlîcm bv their proper nines.

Weshial i akc tle A incrican robin for ou rnextlIcaon.
It beloiigs to adiiiclir fani v ot thle soug perchera.

Plants in the.ir Homes and in the Sehool Room.

No. 1. Xethodi Observations Rcords.
By ail inîcas bceî n te cst id of pIaiiu this manonth,

anti let tIiý f oi ow ug. plans, ainoug otlîers thiat tlio

practicai tcaulicr wii i read l mnake for lîinselt, be
carried out:

I'ir't. [,et cvery lipil havc betore lîuni a specimen
ofthUe plant or planît pârt tliat us the subject of the
thavs lesson.

£(fr.AIl înupils, whietlier ot the lower or higher
grades, sliotild be tanglit to examine tlîe specimena
ani rccord tlicir observaionis iii notes, to bc carefully
written ont aftcrwards witiî the specimens hefore
thern. Tliev slould l)c encourageti to mako tlrawings
ut the objects, and to, tind out and record upon more
Miu ntc exam nation atter thle lessoui addi tienal par-
tuculars to tiiose brouught ont in class. Encourage
tlîeni te aýk qjuestionis, but be careful not to tell tlîem
wlîat thev sliould tind ont bv careful trial. A dis-
coverv ru île by tlîemrselves wiii encourage tlîem te,
searcli, uînd wiii tenîd to forni the habit ef dos8er
observ ation.

Th rud. Let tlîe pupils make a collection of the
plants in tlhcir neigliborliood, to be kept in the school
rooni, wlîiclî may be addcd to by future classes in the
following years, and whiech in the end wiil be a
thiorotighIilv representative collection ef the plants of
the ncigliborliood. Read wlîat is said on the subject
ot local n1LziImS iii tlîe Iecenber numiber of the
REVIEW. Let, tiiere be a gencrous emulation in sehool
districts to begiri such a collection thia spring, and
record the resiîlts in the IIEVIEW for December, 1889.

But it May bc said in regard to the first plan pro-
l)osctl above, tliore arc no speci mens obtainablc new
wlî le the sîuow is on the ground. Are there net ?
Lif up your eycs !If the fields are îîet already green


