
THE EDUCATIONAL REYIEW.

Science in the~ Publie Schools.

Supervisor McKay, of the Hialifax siabool1s, ilu bi:

presidential, address before the Nova Scotia lnstitute, of

Science, makes the astonishing statemnent that the study

of science Ilmay ble fairly well doune in fiveý p'er Cent. o!f

the schools; wvith very varying, degreeýs of sucesi

60 per cent., and scarcely attiemptvid in thereanr"

Mr. MitcKay has excellent opportunities for p)rocu riing

data on which tu base such a stritement, and one tis in-

clineld toi accept bis conclusions as correct. 1i New

Brunswick il is douhtful if any beter resultai can ba

thown. The saine opportunity for- tist.ing tue work

doune by examination Idoles not lxs thougit the indi-

'vidual efforts of a teace like Mr. Brittain, in tht'

Normal school, have uudoubtedily accomplisheid muaniit

in etimulating and direciting such instruction in sciholsi

uhrougbont the province. In IPrince Edwtard Isýlaudt

sehoole there ie notbing to indicate that naturel] sciencet

work bas made~ any mnarked progress, except in at few%%

.sections and by a few tfachIers. Andl yet, no doubt,
there is a distinct advance ini these provinices, hiotlh ini

the desire to tleacb this branch saccessfully, and ant

honest attenipt on the part of an incvasing tinnîb11er of

teachers to lead their pupils t0 habits of o)bservaition,.tami

to acquire for theniselves laborator methodaim of inistr uc

tion. As long as the teachers depend on thu etbok

and htave but littîs knowledg and luss interestl iii the

subjects of nature stui there %vill be di.smnal failure,
strengthening the impression that is abroad amionz

parents, especially in the country districts, that lthe

teacher is frititering away lime, and wasting die enier~

gies of pupils, if lie gives attention to natural science

subjects. And, lt us confema it, sncb an impression is

not withiout isome praclical common senise t support il.

Who eould expect tfiat a tvacher who bias spent nauiy

years in acquiring lve an elemnentary knowledg of

Engliali and other branches could be expected to train

pupils in subjects in which lie hiniseif bas4 received txo

adequate training 1
Mr. McKay thinks tisa-
" The majority o! teatcheru wouldi doI botteýr science wvorh if

tltey could, but they have nleyer uteen it doue; ý.e cannot
learul how from books ; aud they have not the peauuiiary o r
naoral support that cornes fromi a genera intelligent iippreai.
ation of the tuaterial, intellectual and moral benei(fltq resuqItlg
fronu scientiflo trainting." * * * *

,«Prvncial sicaminations mshow thait expelriment4u work lut

almoot whoUy n ieglected. The mentAil !onifusgion and crudity
of conceptiont apparent in a large proptortion of the answvers
received would tend to shiow tltat muvh of the sciencetechn
la simply a mechanical memnorizing o! the text book. *

"More or les. Bucesful attetupts are being made iu some
of the collages to teuch iscience. But, divided aud .4cattered

as they are, five degree-conferrlng institutions lin L suxall prov-

il il ovlf i.Ikiy1 haif a ili n i î hablI: iitatlit ai, witlh no preliaritt ory

il Sl$ ;11bl oi 1 f g i vu a il rope i i r 1 ri 1i liila IlI s cil e -e t rii in)g,

i t i~ 'itll 1%% ii1 11 l i tu t lt-y titki lit t 1 iiea ili t teah

oif ulit u hj ' i h Ili] 0,îîîr vxjîîu, ;11,8 ttttMt I m IAai-il

MIr. Mcaafter eoîaigour lck of scientific

and technit-al instruction wviti tlie ecletwork titat

tis bclinl d10n11 in l opl counies recommendai the

floowing tnanII;l- to stuefor sicethe place which it

',hldl baeve in the- icl w of the aichools and

l', ae ir~ iiiîî aat'e"i je iii th,,oleg iniaricît.

letto exaiîîa moufor . A. * *

(t il th1' '.l.g" IA,.. 1hi-t stel inial ad% r alic ie c wil mit

%il1Utagh iti t h iti ai andti nuttil cicei., %%('l tauighit

ini t1ew hol the1ilage \%iiI nu( ilav, atdeI1t.Scabl of

dou ng titi beait ieewo.
(i,> 'flit prasen gade u Inr iiit al-adintius so

îhe gi- ont nue4 sai t ai Ilil aiuî u 1Ikt4ikn 1, aL miot'

0,iroghi1r0ti11-11nc coîtllfo grade 1. *

(r Th<~ofstol tranng of ncadetnic WalaS at'.dl o

thle ritcils I>(i th114 largot-r sabo l mIoud 1 il part of aL uole4ge

-ourII 'li îir roaiot rlainiiig auol ca l ilost graduaiti.

'or il laait IIi pat. 1 f our li giar collages, caJnuln lirov\ide

1 edagkogia t rauuuing for 1the fi-%ra "1 1 ' A"' tIea4I'her thlai mwv

11-u L . %% will lave l di t neaîît iitua l, ito i i ti lt Yi il ii tiîlng

it alrad ob-u it mw1'-rel% r il li, obtaini.al , lui il bc as;o thIoroughi as

the. posîý gr adilate I ltrauning eoired ( lit lit othr roeiv oni

(il) EýXaunItnatîl ona lii acitie, ittlw ï hetqe by th ( ol-l.g(ea or 1 y

t ha edaioiIi deparîmenil1 lki- lt , alol i. 'o itiuditiedl asý I tItke

iit.u aacuuuîit lt.. ptIIl'si labloratory worilk throutghouit tite ternil

andg Ili, pIreseîtt abhity il perfort ani ntuueit experiimenlta

sudil M-,so W exaniltnu snd cls iifynuiiieratl, plant and tiiuintai

HIp0 iltîCu 1S. A cerItillird aopy o!is nIote book uf expurirlients
slii1d( buK t tli as e \idemleti .1 if Ils iw ork . Ilu ordvr et)ut av

searasta Le aionty' thai Ihisý wLrk ua il.onaistly ratportud,

i% wuuld hlitasuar for sotue qua1;liliedl jar o inspect. thag

laoaeies sd sue IteV Stuldet Jit M'( rk twia Wevr Nealr.

.N rittlen e-xanduti oli dloiS not vdqatl test aL atidvit'

aicete cqureens.If lIIII provinicial grrade( - A" *,:ciiiv

piiiiioniati are, Il bui coîîtinueld Ili iIui haczutt i

the Normai.l chlloul, ntiai ever-y cddaeSihouid havel to dof al

certin aun1ounIt of litiburatorY wiork ;II th priv etc of te

a% ec -ent nli* of fite New EgadJournal/ o!

Edsuadi.(ron)? referenc is muade t0 theg iainrg of a xtew

sehool building iu Camnbridge M1ass., after Che seniort

schoolmastcr of that city. 'l'le Jolrnal says : "Tl'le

greatlt monument that cain ho eae to ai teache ii et

acolbuilding 1 earitig 11is iname l . It t se very way

appropriatv, and i s d ue a mai i lik n e Nir. 1 obe r t s wh1o

lias ed ucated more b oys and girls thanii any other teachier

iu the city, a man morte than eighity years of age, whio

haui taugl it iu the city for more than flfty yearq. ltu

these days, whsn il iis ecasier to hustle an old mari out

of the profession thtan to honor hien in it, we are rejoiced

to see a 8tep taken in the riglit direcion.


