
Janii~r, 1910.TE CAXÂADIMq' XMCIPAL 3OVBN<AL

Paui which moy or may not be injuriouns to thie huinan
mystemi If is maturad, therefore, thaît the question lias
been a8ked. Is if possible to destroy ail the bacteria ini
the wafer by adding something iu the water which will.
destroy the bacteria without injuring the water as f ar
as its drinking properties are concerned? Experiments
have been carried out for many years of applying differ-
eut chemical forms o~f chlorine, bofli electricaIly &ind
directly obtained to water; as well jas attempting to ima-
pregnate water by intensifled forms -of oxygen, sucli as
ozone, with. the idea of disinfecting the water and ren-
dering inert ail propeTies, of micro-organie character.
Wliile lvàboratory experinents have shown that if ia pos-
sible to sterilise a waîter, absohite sterflisation liae neyer
been reached in practice. Iu dealing with large gitan-
tities of water, the difflculty 'has neyer been overcoine,of reaching, every parrtielo o! the wafer with the disin-
fectant. Furtiier, in te case of water containdng mat-
fers i suspension, it lia been found impossible, in prac-
fiee, to penetrýate these mnatters so as to obtain absolute
disinfection.

Disinlection or sterilisatiori may be feasible as an
adjuxict or accessory to filtration: buit, as a method of
purifying water, by ifself, it is ýabsolutely useless. For
instance, if we eoulb1 obtain a water entirely free froni
ail suspended mnatter, aud containing only organie 'nat-
ter iu solution along with flic presence of bacteria, there
sterilisation miglit ha effective. But no sudIt water ia
ever placed before us to deal witli, unless it baes been first
treated. by efficient filtration. We, therefore, find that
in al ases of -so called sterilisation processes, filtration
o! thie water ie lnsisfed upon as a priauary ueýcessity. We
have a case illustrafive of tItis point in Canada at flic
present finie ýat Lindsay, Ont. At Lindsay there lia
been recently installed an ozone sferiliig plant. The
water ks fi'rst treated by filtration, and then cliarged with
the ozone gas. The' filtration ks only of a rougIt and

Municipal Progress In Saskatchewan
Thli Legisiafure of Saskatchewan, at its recent session,

devoted a good deal of finie and attention to municipal
matters, vcry wisely realizîng flic great value of laying
fthc foundationa of municipal goverrnenf on the wisest
basis i a new Province, whcre mnunicipalities are spring
Up like muslirooms. One of tlie changes was to alter
tlie titie of tlie "Municipal Commissioner" to the
"Minister of Municipal Affaird", and caîl tlie deparf-
ment, flic "Deparfnient of Municipal Ail airs". This
change lias also been carried out iu tlie oflier deparf-
moents, aud ftle "Commissioncrs" become «'Ministers".>This is a wise atcp, for it seemed useless, and was'cer-
tainly confusing, to have a different nomenclature to
that iu use in the other Provincial Governnients; and
involved explanations wlicn speaking of "Minisfers" and
"Commissioners"' to show that. in somie cases fliey were
synonymous; while the growing fashion of having citica
governed by Qorumissioners, made if even more obscure.

])epufy Minister Baync lias kindly furnislied. the fol-
lo-wing information about flic more important changes
whicli affect flic «Departmcut of Municipal Affaira".

The F-iuancial Year lias been madle to correspond *itli
thie calendar yvear, lu ail the five classes o! municipal
organizaf ions, chfies, towns, villages, rural municipal-
ities, aud local improvemuent districts (for eaeli of which
fliere are separafe Acts). Greater uuiformity in tliese
different bodies lias been obtained, and the annual re-
furus, interini satements, etc., are niade sîilar.

Sevenfy-four new Rural Municipalities were orffaniz-
cd diuring t'ho past year; t'he elections for Reeve and six
Concillors was hcld l3tli Pecembher, and flie firnt
regular meeting will be ?held on 3rd January, af which
a Secretar v-Treasurer will be apyuointed.

Que liuudred and sixty smaîl Local Improvern eut Dis-
tricts were also orzanized on tlie sanie date, and thie De-
partnient aprointed, ana sent notices and instructions
to, nearly a tliourand returuing officers, In fliese Dis-
trict s elections will also be lmeld nt flic same( datle as flic
Rural Mfunicipalities; aud as their area and divisions
are the same as the latter, tliey ean enqilv be vpromnofed
into f4e hMoer forni. At f'ho saine timne ihree bundredl
and fiftv-nine saial Local Improvement Districts were
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