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evidently ionged for a transformation scene as iii a Christ-
nias pantomime. Hie xvas a fair specintien of myriads who,
by their votes displaced the free-trade party. In rural
France such people are the support of the ultra-protectionists
who have reversed the state of tbings of 50 years ago. Thien
almost ail articles of food were cheaper in France titan iii
Ettglarîd; ncw, owingr to British free traile, it is exactly the
reverse.

XVhat Sir John said to thte Biish Coi t issioi ters aittit
the danger of annexation, if wbat lie advised xvas negatix ed,
is a capital instance of his fltness for the position of ani old-time
amnbassador as then currently deflned. It wvas pure huit
combe. During 23 years i Quebec and Ontario 1 have not met
with six native Canadians whio desire anitexation. We ail
know that we are fat- botter governed tihan the States, andi
that annexaition would men that the careers of our, statesien
of both sides xvouid be bligited, anti Ébat, like the Atîteri-
cans, we 411ould be ruled and victinîized by the Wasington

AltioughI not a Cotîservative, 1 agi ce xvith Dr. Grant
that the work gix es a better opinion of Sir .Johît tlhan we
liati before.

in conclusion 1 Nwould respectfully siiggest as D
Grant excels iii seizing flie leading points of history--that
lie xvouid he a very fit person to write a history of Canada
for popular use. Great bistorians aire as rare as great gen-
erais. li a cd case it is necessary- among ither qualifica-
t ions--to combnline large views witit thoroughi insiglit.

RADi li.X I)CAL.
Toronto, [.)ce. 31, 1894.

SCOTT ANI) STEVENSON.

To the Editor cf The Week:
Siii,-Mr. Neilson, i his notice of 1{obert Louis Steveit-

son inTnE\VtEK f Ieremnber 21, makes the foilowingf
remark :'-Kidinapped I' is net a mnere return to Marryat and
Cooper, flot even to >Scott; it is a return to the picturesque-
ness andi (ramiatic action <of these earlier romance writers,
w itt tbe addition of a subtie power of characterization of
xbtcit they knew littie or niotbingir." After quoting Scott's owni
admission that Il the exquisite touch xvIiciî renders ordîltary
cinirintplace things and cbaracters interesting front the trutit
of the description anti the senttiment " xvas deutieui hini, lie
inakes the assertion tbat Il with the connnonplace lie tiotor-
iously failed," anti cites Il Edward Waverly '< as an example.

1 write flot for thte pur-p<se of centroverting(U titis opinion,
but for- the purpose cf getting a littie moîre liîght on a dîitbcuilt
itranch cf criticisîn front one wio writes witit the aLiryconifli lettre
of an expert. It seetîts to <ce Ébtat Scott lias succeeded witb
a good tcany of is characters quite as weil as Stevensontiws
xvith Il David lalfour," atnd 1 would like to know wltetlîet
ti ose utan ted beo ac xvtre, iii Mllr. Neil son's opî}in ion, inciudeil iii
itis idea of tite Il cotnnnon1 lace ": Il C aleb Il iadrn' d le

()ctilreeIl' Dotttinic Sanipsout," Il fandie Diiiiont," Il An-
drexv Fairservice," ''Cur-tît," ''Friar Tuîtck," Il Ileeca,"
Jeanieleas"

I ntay add t bat littie imtportanice sltould be attacited tii
Scott's cotolarisoti of lîinseif xvitii .Jate Austini. H-e <vas neot
tue liest jutige of bis owti titistie powers, atty more thati
Shakespeare et, any otiter truiy great artist. If Nîr. Neilsoît
can clear up tîtv dilieulty lie xviii carn the gratitude of an

ONLOOKE i.

8 IEIYAN]) MN'ANN RýS.

To the Editor tif The Week:

Sii,--We arc oftetî told tÉtat tbe wotltl is iniprovtng,
and I amn ixtclincd te bope atid believe that titis may be tîte
case. But I am trouble(] about one tbing tue niatiners of
peopie c-f womien, and cf well dressed wotnî in society.

?IlAanners tcake tîte itan," we are toid ; liut surely tbev
inuch mtore make the wotinaut ; and. if tîtat is se, acccrding
to mny observation, the wonîan niust be very bad ly made. Tt
is net mierely titat a great niany of tiiese iadies-women,
verv weil dressed woînen, toc are destitute cf ordinary
eurtesy. Tltey itardly ever say, IlIf you pleas.,e," or IlTlîank

ycu," wlien you show theni an attention; but they tire leud
and noisy in their conversation, effbiand in tieir reniarks-
speaking, for examnplc, iii a crcwded reoni, altncst at the top
cf thieir vcice5 , and making personai referetîces to persoris in
the rcom andi aimosýt withîn earshet. Now, sir, I xvant your
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opinion on this subject. Is tiîis the blossotn cf modern
cîvilizatien 'i Is this tie utcome cf our itîîpî'ved educa-
ticn antd the like 'i We read of the ancienit Salon xvltere
ladies auid gentlemten %vere courteous andi even ceremocieus,
and ve sinile at tue old xvorid poiitettess ,ýtîte boxvs, tite
gCestures, tue smniles. I dare say, it xxouldj li easy te ridicule
the practices cf chier titîtes. But ohi, th(e misery, the agotiy
cf miigling xviti eroxvds xvhose rudeîtess atnd brîttalit' tinak<
otîe's skîn creep and cne's hiait- stand on end Wlîai is the
reason cf it ? How do you accounit for it ? Witat is te be
donc about it OLDSTYLE.

odes <miel Oite' >O. s By Williain Watsonï. -LNew
York :Macmillan & Co. Toronto: Tue Cojîp, Clark Coi.,
LtoI> -- Tiis nexv voîun of verses by W.illiamt WVatson cont
taitns xvork wltici shows tfiait titis giftetd wr-iter lias conipletey
recovered iîeaith atnd streîîgtli. MSontie of bis aultîirers xviii
feel thiat titese new contributions are ratiier sligltt, but, "t0
<loibt, the straiti of comîposiutg a lontg pocot xvould lhave cx er-
tasked the autitor's nexvly rccvered ettergies. Ti8 tisap-
peintinent is antply atened for by tbic ricli promise cf tite
pietin entitled ''Vita Nuova." It is a itytn cf tlîatîk.sgýivittg
poured fourth in gratitude anti joy for recovered life. Its11

1-adu-we cati use no esaantue f
great pcxver and capacity. XVe niake tic ajîolt>g for quctittg
it etîtire:

Long liath1 sic' slept, forgetfnl cf delight:
At last, at last, the citaitîi prmîcesi, Earthi,
('lejtted witlî a kiss by Spriîtg thte ad ettîrer,
[rt slutiîher ktoxvs ther îestiîtri lips, and tlîrilled
'thrcîtghi ah thîe deeps cf lier ucagcitîg Iteari

Witlî Iaiiiiottte mecessity tif jîîy,
\Vakeîts, andî vielîls bier loveliness to love.

0? aenriemît streens, 0 fiar.ieseendeii \wocis
Funll cf thte fluitteinig cf tîtelodlions soubs;
0) his antî valiys tîtat adotît yomtrselx ci
11i scîctîît jilbilatioti ; <vintis andi cloilds,
()eeltniatii land it stornmy imujtiais cieîped,
Andî ai exumiet'emt eetures tîmet aeelaii
'l'lie Eartlb's divitne renexvei in1, t toc
Witi yours wVoîtl ittinge soiewliat cf glad S(îlg.
1tciî have corne tîtrougît Nvictrytrrs, e,

'l'ircugli trnipest andi ttroli Catticl3uit cf seul
H-ave cne, andi mii iirhxered.

Me the spriitg,
MNe also, ilny witli ccv 11fr lteth tuclehed,
Atnd witlî regetienîte hiope, the sait cf ife
Anti f Nouii lcdjcae tliese thankful ters
To Wviiatsiiever Power beimeficeit,
Veileil thougît lus eountitmaîîe, cinlivulgeil bis thouglît,
Hlati leil <ie frîîmî tlie liaumiiteil dlnies.u, firth
It the gracioîns ai r amuI vernal <<<cru,
Andl sîttirs nie to ktuow itty spir it au note
Of tItis greiLt cliotus, cite witl bîild anid strearn
Andi voiceftul utîoitcii,--iuay, a string, lîoxv jarred
And miii but liroken c f tîtet lyr o' f ife,
XVltereîii hiisel f, tiie itaster îiarp-plmîyem,
le.solvitig aIl its cicîtal diissonlanice

'l'Oonie hinîotal and itîcît perfect strain,
Harps witiîîîut pause, builintg vitlt sing the wo«tit.

Titese litîcs have becit said -xviîether wvirthly tir itot, let
tute reatier judge-to htave sontetiting cf tue inajvsty cf Xi
ton 's verse.

Anttnig ntany beautiful pieces xve wiiulti single ont tite
hîcautiful iyric xviiciî begins : Bid nie tic mocre, etc., and tlie
Otde te the flrst skyiark iii sprimîg. "IA lStud(y inCotrt"
compares the restless spirit cf a, Coulic tc tue genius cf tîte
WVest ati( tue monumental caimn cf a 'great Angora te tuefl
geutîns of the East. Tt is more hutinurous andi adttîgctiir iin
li'giter veut titan Mattiiew Arotlsxeil kîoxvn lines : Il'1
Mýemory of Obe(ýrinatiin," but it is quite xvorthiy to be cotn1 atetI
xvîth tuient.

VVe are îtîciirted te thinkl titat tue .Speîtobci', in placicg
WVatson first aitiîîg livitng poets, is overstepping tue tmark,

but f Wtso fuf1i tue promnise cf some of itis xverk, ut tnay
be that titis disciple cf Tennyson is destined te xvin the
xvithheid croxvn. Ail bis work is mnusical, socle tof it is it,
the g4rand style. 'But as yet it is rather sliigiît antI the peet
is incliïed te- le toc self-conscicus, tee atixieus, toc eageriy
tiesireus cf faine. lus atitîirers viii xvatch anxicîtslv for
lus next volume. Tri tue meantitue Odes and Otter Pýostesi
is fuill cf pronmise, anti wil] add te an aireatiy xidespread.
popularity.

I.


