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considered re Renaud and in this respect Manitoba stands
in a different position. It lias been stated by those wbc
miglit well he admitted to know the intention of the
Dominion Parliament in regard to the vital word Ilprac-
tice," that its introduction into the Act was deliberate,
and was for the exact purpose of covering the peculiar
state of things then existent in 'that territory. 1 feel
coivinced that one reading the erudite judgment of
Ritchie, C. J., in ex parte Renaud will at once see that
thelword Ilpractice " takes Manitoba quite out of the line
of that case. The Chief Justice, at p. 474, says, in this
case, as there was no legal rigkt to have denorninational
scbools or denominational teaching there is no injury in
legal contemplation committed by the Legislature, but in
Manitoba there was the Ilpractice. " Mr. Armour, of thej Canada Law Times, rightly said in the Law T'imes, ct.,
1889, l"It is a matter of fact to be ascertained whether
there were any schools of the nature of Separate Schools,
but a matter of construction as to what is meant by
Cipractice." As to the question of fact, there were
Separate Scbools in Manitoba before the union suggested
by the following denominational bodies: Preshyterian,
English Church, Roman Catholic. The Presbyterians and
English Churcli people allowed their schools to merge, by
statute, into what are now termed the "Protestant
Schools," under the supervision of the Protestant Section
of the Board, of Education. The Catholies held to their
Separate Schools, and legisiation, now existent nineteen
years, has preserved to themn their constitutional riglits.
Now let us consider bow the word "lpractice"» is to be
construed. The higbest appellate authority, the Flouse of
Lords, in C'hegot v. St. George's Hlospital, 6 H, L. cases,
338, treating upon the construction of statutory enact-
ments held: IlIf the words of the Act are of tbemselves
precise and unambiguous, then no more can be necessary
thaa to expound tliose words in their natural and ordinary
sense. The words themselves do in such case best declare
the intention of the Legislature." Is the word Ilpractice "
ambiguous? I say not; it is clear, it is precise; the
legisiators, knowing that no scbool systein existed "lby
law," introduced the word "lpractice " to cover the case.
The people in Manitoba, in the year 1870, laid down their
oiams upon the faith of the Manitoba Act. Is Canada's
escutcheon to be dimmed by a breacli of faithl I cannot
believe it; and aithougli a fervent Canadian it occurs to
nie that when a people did rebel and afterwards accepted
peace upon the faith of a written constitution, that a
tampering with that constitution, nineteen years after, is
a step that will not be countenanced by our people.
Canada mxust flot besmnirch lier heritage. England lias
bequeathed lier a fair namne. Are Canada's sons to trail
the flag of honour in the dust I I trust not. In any case
should Manitoba so far forget berseif, 1 have trust in
the Imperial and Dominion Parliaments tliat can alone
authorîtatively deat witb the matter in question. Yours
truly, A. E. MCPIIILLIP5.

Winnipeg, Noveinb)er fnd, 1889.

TUBE PLANTINU ON TIuE PRAIRIES.
To thte 1Rditor of* Tii W EEK:

'SiR,-I read witli mucli interest the article on IlTree
planting on the prairies," ini your issue of the lot inst. It
la a most important matter for tlie North-West ; tlie sooner
the work is begun the better, especially as it must stili at
first be of an experi mental nature, as the conditions under
which it is undertaken are not the samne as in Europe or
liere in the east.

Such experiments are costly and very often discourag-
ing for private individuats. The Government may not be
ready to organize, at great cost, scientific forestry stations
in the North- West, but it would be easy to organize, at a
trifling cost, a system of practical experiments, at each of
the Mounted Police permanent stations, by employing the
men to make plantations and start nurseries of trees.

The cost of tres seeds is trifling, the labour of preparing
the ground, sowing the seed and tending the young trees
would cost nothing if done by the Mounted Police and I
feet certain that many among the officers and men would
soon take a deep interest in it.

Tbeir experience and tlieir example would be valuable;
the young trees from their nurseries miglit be aold at a
tow rate to pay for tools, etc., or given away to the farmers.
Without dwelling any furtlier on the advantages of sucob
elementary forestry achools, of a practical kind, ail over
the North-West, 1 think it would be a pity to negtect
sncb easy means of reaching important resulte. I remain
yours traly,

Quebee, Nov. 7th, 1889. H. G. JoLi'.

THE UJNIVERSITY PROFESSORSHIP.

To the Editor of THE WEEK:,
SiR,-I read with mucli intereat your article on the

recent appointmient of University Professors. With most
in the article I cordialty agree. But permit me, as one
who supported Mr. Hume'a appointment, to say that somns
at least did flot support that gentleman solely because lie
was a Canadian, nor yet aolely because lie was a disciple of
Professor Young. My position, and that of some others,
may be stated briefly thus: We beld firat, that Mr. Hume's
being a Canadian, sliould not militate against bis appoint-
ment. We held second, tliat Philosopliy qhould lie taught
for its own sake and not because it falla in more or lesa
readily with this or that syatemn of theo]ogy. Now it is
niotoriaus that a good deal of the opposition to, Mr. Hume
came fromn theotogical professors who wished a philosophy
tatiglt that would readily adapt itself to their theological

8principles. No doubt they souglit tlie interests of trutli,
)but it was the truth tliey believed in. 1, for one, was not

s0 auxions to see Professor Young's systein perpettuated,
as I was anxious to see the spirit of bis teacbing per-
petuated. Time after timie Professor Young protested
against limself or any other authority beinè; taken as
final. Now, from wliat 1 know of Mr. Hume, I believe
this will lie tlie spirit of bis teaching. More than that, it
is the spirit of the critical school of phlosopby and tlierein
that school is opposed to the dogînatic basis and metbods

1of the McCosh School. Third, tlie obýjection to the double
appointment is an objection to a vice inherent in a system
of political appointments. Is it not written on the face of
the appointments that tbey were made to escape the diffi-
culty of offending the friends of eitber candidate ? That
is surely not a defensible principle of appointing.

J. M. HUNTER.

TRUE TALE.

T[HERE was once a poet, who, to keep up bis reputationTand be a proper poet, cultivated a love for flowers.
Like Shelley, lie loved roses, and long wanted a sensitive
plant of bis very own. With the true poetic eye, howe ver,
lie was somewbat apt to regard bis floral belongings from
the distant beiglits of genius, and was given to exaggerat-
ing their beauties and ignoring their blemishes. For
instance, a "llobster in a lobster pot " is an essentially
normal and pleasing siglit, but a root of musk or sprig of
geranium in a lobster can cannot be considered equally
interesting. Yet moat of the poet's plants found loc Ld
habitation and long botanical namnes in cans and botties
and pots which in less frugal hou'geholds becuiie, when
their era of usefulness was over, gifts for the thri%ýy scav-
enger. But the poet's liousekeeper-a frugal smi herself
-had originally suggested these receptacles, and lier em-
ployer used of ten to think of poor Tim Linkmnwater, with
bis hyacinths blooming in blacking bottles, as lie sniffed at
beliotrope and snipped at begonia growing in the oddest
things imaginable.

One day the thouglit of Tim was unusually strong, and
hie reflected that lie had neyer yet invested in byacintbs
himself, although tbey were very dear to him. Accord-
ingly lie ran over bis funds, and walking ont, went reck-
lessly to a florist's sliop and purcbased witb a fine abandon
six of the dark, dry bulbs that were offered him by the
enterprising seedsman.

The poet, witb bis sombrero tilted far back on bis head,
a good deal Ilaf ter" the Laureate, chose the uninviting
thinga mostly by their naines. Thus lie took a Madame
Roland, delicate yellow ; Mignon, a pale pink ; Prisoner
of Chillon, dark blue ; Chartes Martel, superli bright blue ;
Detilali, a brilliant crimson ; and King Arthur, a spottess
white. And further, lie purchased, with .most unpreco-
dented tavisliness, six taîl and splendid hyacintb-g]asses, of
colours to match the bulbs. Thus Mignon and Delilali
went into indigo glasses, Chartes Martel and the Prisoner
of Chillon into garnet ones, and Madame Rotand and King
Arthur into white ones.

This solemn task completed to bis satisfaction, the poet,
who had done this deed quite irrespective of bis bouse-
keeper, locked themn in bis own especial.cupboard, along
with foils, boxing gloves, cigars, mannscripts, albums, bis-
cuits, photograplis, apples, love tetters and a microscope.
Here lie lef t tliem for the customary period, fitling tliem
afreali whenever the water decreased, and allowing nothing
to interfere with bis daily morning visit to their place of
refuge that lie migit lie in time to notice the first, the very
firat awakening of life.

Cnriously enougli, bis bousekeeper, being very mucli
attached to him, had conceived the idea of presenting lier
gentle and patient master witb the very articles lie had s0
rashly purchased for bimself, and the day after the ptacing
of Chartes Martel, Delitali, King Arthur, the Prisoner of
Chillon and Mignon in the dark cnpboard she brouglit
him six similar bulbs, planted, or rather reiiting, in tbe
queerest pots-a sponge-cnp, two pickle bottes, a tamp
chimney stuck un a tin, and so on, tilt the poet, tbinking
of the gorgeous glasses not a yard away, almost laugbed at1
the good woman's frugality. But lie acceptud the gif t,1
saying nothing of bis other bulbs, since to bave exhibited
tliem miglit have aroused the ire of his careful friend, the
bousekeeper, wbo prided herself on keeping him in order.

Time went on, and the two sets of butbs were daily
visited by the poet. To bis astonishment those in the ont-
landiali tins and cups did very mucli better than those ini
the tatI, fine, shining glasses. Neither Delitali nor Arthuri
nor Chartes Martel nor Madame Roland gave the slightest
aigri of a sprout. Sprout! Not a bit of it. While the 1
othera-unnamed, by the way-.-began to send down jnicy,
white roots, like growing, pushing fingers into the clear
water that filted the ugty cana and botties. The poet-
and lie had plenty of occasion-grew disconraged. He
stili kept bis other hyacinths concealed from bis bouse-
keeper, but hie looked at them day after day, perceiving,
to bis sorrow and disgust, scarcely an evidence of life. Hie t
fussed, hie fumed, lie fidgeted; lie was a cbanged poet,E
crnsty, sour, disagreeable, so thatprtycyigvsen
longer ran from bis pen, but dismat epica and wailing J
requiems instead. The paper for whicl lie wrote wondered 1
what was the matter, and so did that excellent woman tbe 1
housekeeper.t

Finally, the poet, on percei ving one day that there was1
no doubt whatever of the superiority of the six plebeian f
buds, as regards surroundings, over the six patrician ones,t
made bis discovery.c

Was, it not, after all, only logical and legitimate that
blts planted in rude vessels sliould flourisb better, being
the bulbs of a poet, than the others, vainly displayed in
toys of glass that added nangît to tbe beauty of the bloom
nor the mystery of their offsp ring?

Straiglitway the poet wrote a noble Ode, on the "lBeauty
of Common Things." Wordsworthian in aim, it revealed
no startling new truth, but it pleased and instructed the
subscribers to bis paper, and lie grew calm once more when
thinking of Madame Roland, and Arthur and Delilali.

There they were, poor things, beginning, alas, tolie
sadly pnrplisb, odorous and flabby ; not a single green
tip, not a single white root appearing. The poet sighed,
but bis mmnd soared. It was not as it sliould be; and
embotdened by so mucli bigh-class poetic exaltation of
feeling, lie invited bis bousekeeper to examine botb sets of
bulbs, That worthy person polislied ber glasses well,
dropped lier prettiest cnrtsey-sie had the miafortune to
lie an Old Country person, and still retained positively de-
grading ideas about deportment-and began ber inspection.When she came to the radiant glasses, indigo, garnet
and crystal, she looked close, dloser, very close, indeed,
tben lauglied.

The poet rose in migbty wrath from bis chair. An
"Ode to Homely Beginnings " slipped to the floor as lie

confronted the convnlsed dame.
Il What is this?" lie demanded sternly.
And the lionsekeeper, between lier lauglis, told him

that lie had put the blba in the glasses upside down.
IlDear me!1 " she exclaimed; "lbut it comes from being

a poet. Look at the tops of the poor, dear things, and
you'll aee the sprouts trying their best to force a way out.
Dear me 1 yes, it must come from being a poet."1

But the poet, although lie felt somiewliat crestfallen
and absurd, bad already pocketed fifteen dollars for the
"lOde on the Beanty of Common Tbings," and could afford
to langli at h1is own stnpidity.

Wbich lie did.

MUSIC AND THE DRAMA.

THiE Musical Times, London, Eng. reprints a portion
of TiiE WEEK'S tiraely defence of English music and
mq'sicians in its Novemnber number. The article in TUE
\\EEK was written in reply to some statements made by
the New York Critic.

MR. HENRI'DE BEssE, violinist, of Paris, France, wilI
give a grand vocal and instrumental concert at the new
Academy of Music, on Tuesday evening, Nov. 26th. '89,
witb the assistance of Miss Alice Waltz, soprano, from
Plymonth churcli, Brooklyn, N. Y., and St. James churcli,
New York, and principal concerts in New York and
Philadeiphia ; Mme. Asher-Lucas, pianiste, Signor Ed.
Rubini, late principal Professor of singing at the Academy
of Music, London, Eng., and Mr. E. W. Schnch, baritone.
A programme of classical and modern compositions will
le given.

ToRONTONIÂNS were perhaps afraid of the title "lLes
Surprises du Divorce," whidh lined the walls the latter
part of last week. Arthunr Rehan's excellent company
included J. H. iRyley and bis cliarming wife Madeline
Lucette, and the whole performance was highly careful and
creditalle, full of bealtby fun, and not one whit as danger-
oua as the emotional dramas to whicli young girls and their
mothers s0 willingly flock. There were-we admit-
three or four divorces in the course of the action, but the
entire play is sncb an eloquent and sensible satire upon a
vexed question that thorougli enjoyment was afforded,
sbomn of anything in the least offensive. The company
sbould score a success if brouglit'here again.

THE, new Academy of Music was opened on the 6tli
inst. by a concert Company, the central figure of which from
a Canadian point of view was Miss Leonora Clencli, the
the talented young solo violiniat of St. Mary's, Ont.
Wlietber regarded as concert hall or theatre the Academy
of Music should prove a welcome addition to our places of
public entertainasent. Its interior is in no way strik-
ing or ornamental but bas been laid ont in a
manner which sliould make it serve admirably for the
purpose for which it was deaigned. The auditorium is
wide and spacions, its seating capacity being placed at
1500 persona. Not the ]east of its advantages, as com-
pared witb pre-existing music halls, is its sloping floor
whicb enables the occupant of any seat in the bouse to,
obtain a good view of the stage. There is a liglit gallery,
the aides of which are taken up ly a few private boxes or
loges. The management lias made a new departure in
adopting the incandescent system of electric ligbting whicli
bas so, far been fonnd to work admirably. The wbole floor
of thie-bouse is provided witb orchestra chairs of a modern
pattern, and altogether the Academy of Music i8 moati
comfortally, if not pretentiously equipped. The acoustica
of the hall are good..

Tlie opening niglit attracted one of the most fashionable
audiences of the season-one whicl adequately represented
the musical culture of tbe City. The occasion lad been
selected as a fitting one for the rentrée of Miss Clencli,
wbo bad leen absent from lier native country for five
years, a pdriod whicb she lad occupied in receiving general
musical instruction at the Leipsic: Conservatory, combined
with a special course of teclinical tuition on the violin from
the celebrated teaclier, Herr Brodaky. Wlien Miss Clenol
lef t Canada sbe bad considerable executive ability, a grace-
Eut style of bowing, and a pure, sympatlietic tone. Owing
to a train of unfavourable circumatances whicb it is unne-
cessary toi mention lere, Miss Clench did not display the
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