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THJE ('LOUJ)

A NEW-BORN cloual arose frein out the west
Ail but invisible and on its way,
In morning robe of diaphanie gray,
ILike some sweet drearu, when love disturhs our rest,
Speal straight te land ; at evening it wns drest
In gold and criruson and in wondrous play
0f chasîng coieurs feUl, like aerial spray,
Arounal a boary rnountain's sun-kisesd crest.
When rose the inoon in ail her 'glory bright,
'Twas clotheal in silver, like a ferin divine
Holding a chalîce at the sacredl shrine
For sacrifice-anal in the denal of night

- Its love dissolveal in sweet refreshing showers
And shed its biessing on a thousand flowers.

SAREI'TA.

EARLY PORTUGUEJSE SlETTLE1VE7NTS IN CAPE,
B RETO.

EvERY one famniliar withi Nova Scotian history as tolal in the pages of hiali-
burton, Murdock, Campbell, anal Ilannay bas learneal that the first settle-
ment of Europeans in Nova Scotia was muade hy the French under De
Monts at Port Royal in 1604-5. Brief notices of somue former efforts at
colonization or discovery by English and French navigators are given.
The Cabots, father anal son, are spoken of ; se are Baron de Lery anal
the Marquis de la Roche ; but one searches in vain for any itting allu-
sion te those early Portuguese explorera Who, in point of time, came
between the Cabots anal Baron de Lery, or for accounts of the settiements
they undoubtedly made more than hait a century before De Monts feasted
his eyes on the kingly beauty of Port Royal. Yet they are deserving of
mention, if we read the records ef their voyages aright, anel in what fol-
lows an attenîpt is made te show the part they played ia Nova Scotia's
history.

In the opening years et the sixteenth century twe voyages were rmade
under the auspices of the King ef Portugal, around which some mystery
hangs. In 1500 Gaspar Cortoreal explored Nova Scotia and Newfound-
lanal in search ef a passage to India ia northern latitudes. Hie muade ne
settlement, but sailed along the coast a far north as tbe fiftieth parallel,
where bis further progress northi was stopped by ice. Frein one ef the
countrieg he visiteal he carrieei off fitty-seven natives, resembiing Micmacs,
proneuncing themn IIadanirably caiculateal for labour." This country be
calleal Terra de Labrador-" land -of labourers " *-though that name was
afterward transferred te a region fartier nortb. If we examine a map we
will see that the fiftieth parallel passes te the south ef the peninsula
110w known as Labrador, which coulal net therefore have been tire origi-
nal Illand of labourers." In Cape Breton there is another Labrador,
though the spelling bas becn corrupted te Bras d'Or, la aIl the eIder maps
and docunents-from IDenys' niap cempiled in 1672 te the census retuirns
of 1774-the naine la bowever 9peileal Labrador. Honce since Labrador
cannot ho of French enigin, as braq is masculine anal the corruption, if
such there were, would be te Leb rader, anal as the Labrador ef te day is tee
far north te have been visiteal by Cortoreal, we are forceal te, the conclusion
that Cape Breton was the original Labrador--the lanal that Cortoreai
desecrateal with wbat Lord Brougham would caîl Ilthe traffie in blood."
There are beside other anal perbaps stronger proofs than these :Nova
Scotia (including ef course Cape Breton) was sometimes known as Terras
Corte Reales, and la old maps was represented wîth the Portuguese flag
flying over it. StiIl further, authentic history tells us that Gaspar Cor-
toreal with three ships ruade a second voyage la the foilowing year, but
neyer returned. Tradition bas it that this expedition was wrecked off the
cape, Breton (the most easteriy point in the islanal) ; that mny et the
amen escaped te the shore ; but amoîîg themn the Micmacs recognized seme
of their betrayers et tbe previeus year anal massacre al al. Even yet, la
the long winter evenings, as Micmac families gather around the wigwam
fires, patriarchal mon may ho fona tolling their grandchildreu hew their
sires-if they did net slake Il the ancestral thirst for vengeance "-par-
tially repaid the heartless Southerners for their wanten cruelty.

la 1502 Gaspar's brother, Miguel Cortoreal, set sail with another expe-
dition, anal he, tee, never returned. These are the only voyages ruade at
this time of which we can with certainty speak, but the great probabiiity
is that there were many others. Ia some one et these the name Baya
Fuada-"l the deep bay >'-was given te that stieet of water lying between
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. This name la a very slightly changeal
forma it stil] retains, notwithstanding that the French settlers called it
"Baie Francaise."

An old Spanish authority t describes the Portuguese as making in
1521 a settlement at Placentia la Newfoundlaad. This they were atter-
ward compelled te abandon because of the severity ef the climiate. Ia
deing se they coasteal along the southera shores of that island as far as
Cape Ray Jiere they turneal anal saileal south to the first island, where,
having lest their ships, they were obligeal te reruain. IlWe have had no
aews of them," says be, IIexcept through the Biscayans, who are ln the
habit of going te that coast anal procuring anal exporting many things te
be founal there. They îrvquested that we shoulal be informeal how they
were situateal, and they want priests te be sent thither; that the natives

*See Bryant, Pop. Hist. of U. S., Vol. I., p. 140.
t De Suza, writing in 1570.

were well.disposed and the land productive and good, as we know, and is
stated by every one sailing thither." Now a engiance at a niap shows
that, sailing south frour Cape Ray, the first point where they would
strike land would be Cape Breton, very near, if flot exactiy, at that part
now called Ingonish. This naine in its modified formi of Niganis i

familiar to every reader of De Laet ~;for that author tells us that IIthe
Portuguese place Port Niganis from eighteen to twenty leagues to the
north-west of Cape -Breton, and that there they once had a settlenifltt
which they have since abandoned.'' In and around Ingonishi even to the
prissent day there are many mounds, which, if Micmac tradition is to be
relied on, were made by white men previous to the coming of the French-
Only a few years ago, in Neal's Harbour (a littie tishing village close beside
[ngonish) while men were at work excavating, preparatory to layiflg the
foundation for a church, a cannon, formed of bars of iron botind round with
hoops or bands of the same mectal, was unearthed. Every school boy knoW5

that cannon of se antique a make was not in use after 1540, and
probably not for nearly a score of years before. The only C011
lusion to be drawn from this evidence is, that early in the sixteenth
century, possibly we may accept De Suza's date (1521), the Portuguese
had a settiement at Niganis, 110w Ingonish, on the island of Cape
Breton. What becaîne of this settiement we cannot di8cover. PerhaPs
the cold of a Cape Breton winter proved too mucli for the PortUutegey
accustomed to a summirer clîmate, and they returne(l homie. But though
thîs effort failed, the idea of founeling a colony in these nortîxern latitudes
was not wholly abandoned. On the contrary more than once werexPei
tions sent out with that object.t On one of these occasions they lef t
cattle on Sable Island.1 II Sable,"' says Edwartl Hayes, master of the
Golden Ilinde, one of the vessels that accornpanied Sir 1-umplirey Gilbert
on his iil-fated voyage in 1583, Illieth to the seaward of cape Breton,
about twenty-tive leagues, whither we were deterinred to goe upon itl
ligence wee had of a Portingall (during our abode in St. John's), who '"-
himself present when the Portingalîs (above thirty years past) did put into
the saine island both neat and swine to breed, which were since exceedingly
multiplied." § IlSome sixty years before," says Chamnplain under date
1604, Ilthey (the Portuguese) ieft some cattie on Sable Island." Il Charle*
voix states exnphaticaily that the convicts lef t by the Marquis de la RlOChe
on Sable Island met with the wrecks of Spaaish ships that had been 561e

te make settiements in Cape Breton, and while they used the wrecks te briiîd
bouses for theruselves, they found cattie wbîch bad escaped the wreckO anJ
multiplied on the isie. Before this zest for colonization in the north lied
(lied away, the Portuguese succeeeled iii forming a settîcruent inl cape
Breton and spent at least one winter there. We quote front Champ1a" ;
IIlI this place (Cape Breton) there are sevoral harbours and passages
where they catch fish, viz.: English Harbour (Louisbourg), distant fro1"
the Cape Breton about two or three leagrues ; and the other Ngns
eighteen or twenty leagues to the north. The Portugue.,e at oneO titue
wished te inhabit this island, and spent one winter tliere, but the severitY
of the season made theru abandon their settieýment." That the Portug 'es6

oniy remained one winter, we are hardly prepared, dlespite ChatIP jln 5

authority, to admit. Anthony Parkhurst, an English navigator Of so]i
repute in a letter dated lSth November, 1578, ;!ý writes : 141 could tind i
in my heart te make proof whether it be true or ne, that 1 have read an
heard of Frenchmen and Portugais te be in that river (St. Lawrence) and
about Cape Breton. If 1 had net been deceived by the vile Portugal'
descending f rom the Jews andl Judas kinal, I had net faileal te have
searcheal that river, andall the coast of Cape Breton, which might hae"
been found te have benrefited our country." Further on he states that the
French, Portuguese, and Sraaniards carried on the tisheries on the Grand
Banks, and that generaily there were as many as tif ty Portugueseves
thus employed. It is quite possible that these " vile" persons wh
deceived this Bristol merchant were the Portuguese fishermen Wh
frequenteal the Baaks and coast of Cape Breton during, the fishing geaSOfl
and returned home each faîl, or whenever they had obtained a suticetî
large catch, but such men would net have so much reason te deceive a5

men wlîo had actually settled. And there is this other fact te be ren~' i
bereal. What is 110w known as Sydney ilarbour was for many yeams dot'if
fromr about the idle of the sixteenth century, calleal Spanish River.
tradition is accurate the Portuguese (Portugal bad been annexed te PI
in 1580, hence the name Spanish> bad here for seme years a colony, ehIch'
ewing te the severe winters, they afterward solal te the English. i

The conclusion fromr what we have written is that the Portugue .80
three waves visiteal Cape Breton. Under the Cortoreals they came 11111P~
as explorers, net with a view te settlement. Soine twenty years later ty
planteal a colony probabiy at Ingonish-this colony they subseq ut h
perbaps because of the severity of th~e climate, abandoneal. About
middlle of the sixteenth century they muade repeateal efforts at colonizati?
ail of which eventually failed. On one occasion they succeedeal in in the
a settlement, at what point is uncertain nor can it be fixed: and agaI
colal (accerding te Champlain), or British golal (if we accept tradition)
induced thern te seek new possessions elsewhere.

GEORGE PATTERSON, Ja.

*Novus Orbis of Johiannes de Laet. Antwerp, Lugalun, Batas'. apud £'
1633.

tNovus Orbis, etc., p. 36.
'2 Hackluyt, p. 684.

§ 1 Champlain, p. 41.
i Oharlevoix, p. 169. We have taken for granted that Charlevoix mneaft 1orttPo

ships ; for when hoe wrote there was no difference, Portugal and Spain being United'
¶fChamuplain, Vol. II., Chap. xvii. ; Vol. IV., Chap. vii.
*2 H1ackluyt, p. 684.
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