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local considerations are lost. It is as littie important in discussing Com-
mercial Union to establish that those who oppose it are interested manu-

facturers, as it would be were it shown that of those who advocate it soe

seek to boom a foreign enterprise. The introducers of such matters

belittle the intelligence of those they address, and do not permanently

advance the cause they plead.
The most distinguished advocate of the proposed change lias expressed

his satisfaction that a question affecting the welfare of the people is

replacing, less worthy public topies. We are under obligations to those

who have compelled us to re-examine the reason of our separate existence,
and to look the future lionestly in the face. If these be done calmly and

in a proper spirit, the discussion may be the means of unifying public

sentiment, many cobwebs will disappear, and our manifest destiny may be

made clear and a part of the common consciousness of us ail. Strikingly,
can something not unlike this be seen in the resuîts produced by the Free

Trade discussion îNot only were tlie two historic parties finally broken

up, but the newer Chartist cause, that made so deep a mark on the litera-
ture of the second quarter of this century, collapsed soon after the volun-

tary dissolution of the League. It may almost be said that the old Tory

party committed suicide. When Lord Johin Manners, in an attempt to

resuscitate it under another naine, wrote the couplet:

Let wealth and commerce, laws and iearning, die,
But give us back our old nobility,

he gave it its coup de grace, and at the saine tinie wrote its epitaph, littie
as lie intended to do either. The Whigs did not lose their idiCntity in the

new Liberal party. They did not embrace the lai8sez faire doctrine

altogether, any more than they believe in the opposite extreme now

current that wealtb and liappiness are in tlie gift of government, and that

people can be madle virtuous by an Act of Parliament. Whig com mon

sense lias formed tlie bridge that lias beld togetlier the party through this
radical change of spirit. The want of cohesion, other than personai
attachment, in existing politicai parties in Canada, gives interest to the
speculation as to wbat resuit would be produced sbould the question of

Commercial Union lie tlirown into the politicai arena as a living issue. If
a common patriotic feeling equally prevaiied in every section of the
Dominion such an event could not be dreaded by auy one ; as matterS are
there is some ground for uneasiness.

Before the question takes its place in politics it lias to be made apparent

that Canada would gain by accepting the commercial liegemony of the
United States. There is an approacli to cruelty in those wlio lead the

fariner to imagine that the duties now imposed by the latter governinent
would find their way inte-his pocket were they abolished. The desire of
change for its own sake is a danger that must not be overlooked. Con-

federation was to settie finally ail our difficuities ; then it was found that
the National Policy was needed in order Lo completely dispose of thcm.

Neither have clone all that was too fondly predîcted of thein, thougli, it must

lie admitted, botli have done more good than liarin. According to Mulball's

latest figures, tbe most prosperous communities in the world are our
Australian kinsmen. Tbey have not needed a market at their dours, nor
exclusive trade with sixty millions of people, to achieve this proud position.
Tbey have not even chosen to adopt our own measure of intercolonial free

trade. Some sections of the Dominion stili suifer froin the old complaint
of nine months winter and three months cold weather, and no treaty can
alter this. Canada is tied and bound in rnany ways, but she is not so poor
in spirit or in patience as to need the aid of sixty millions eitlier to unloose

the knots or to cut thein. W. H. CROSS.
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IN June, 1886, there died at Hong Hioa, Tonquin, a young soldier, whose

name and tamily are honourably associated with the eariy years of Cana-

dian history. M. Charles Marie Aurèle Pierre, Comte de Bienconrt et

Marquis de Pontrincourt, was at once a descendant of the founder of

Acacia and a scion of that great bouse of Montrnorency of wbich tbe first

Bishop of Quebec was a member. In tlie beginning of the seventeenth

century, bis ancestor, Jean de Biencourt, Sieur de Pontrincourt, Baron de

St. ju3t, was living quietly on bis estate in Champagne, wlien hie rtceived

a visit from an old compaflion in arms, M. de Monts, Sieur de Guast, wio

laid before liim a plan for the formation of a colony in Northi America.

De Pontrincourt listened with sympathy, and wicli him sympatby meant

action. In November, 1603, De Monts obtained lis commission. Arnong
pýhers wlio were interested in the enterprise were Pontgravé and Sarnuel

Oe Champlain, the founder of Quebec, who, as well as De Monts, liad

already crossed the Atlantic, The expedition consisted of four vesses-
one Iiýý4~( fer Tactowst3ic andt the fur tracte, another to ser've as a çoast-

guard, and tlie two remaining oues, under De Monts bimself, to carry the
gerrns of New France to the New Worid. Tliere were in ail 120 intending
colonists of various ranks and trades, and both creeds. Tbey bade adieu
to the sliores of France on March 7, 1604. Three years later De Monts'
monopoly was rescinded, and Port iRoyal liad to be regretfully abandoned.
De Pontrincourt, liowever, did net despair. In 16 10, baving secured fromn
tlie King a confirmation of the grant, lie once more set out for lis Acadian
fief. is young son, De Biencourt, was sent borne witli a iist of Indian
baptisins, to urge tlie plea of evangalisation. The upsliot was the despatcli
to Port Royal of Fathers Biard and Masse. Dissensions arosa some time after,
in De Pontrincourt's absence, between the Jesuits and bis son, and ultimat'ely
a purely missionary settiement was establishad near Mount Desert. Captain
Argail, of tha James River Coiony, being, in northern waters on a fishing
cruise, macle bis way thither, and left St. Saviour in ruins. H1e next
attacked and damolished aIl that remained standing of tlie Habitation de
St. Croix, and finally turneci with ruthless purpose towards Port Royal,
wbich lie surprised and laid waste. The coiony was not, howevar, totally
destroyed, and De Biencourt did ail iii bis power to turn tlie wreck to the
best advantage. Pontrincourt, wbo was then in France, set sail in Decemi-
ber, 1613, from Rochielle, in a vessel given bini by some merchants of tbat
place, and reached Port Royal towards the end of the following Mardi.
The lielp wvas most opportune, and the faiiing strengtli of the little colony
revived. On bis return voyage De Pontrîncourt was accompanied by
Louis Hlébert, a Paris apotbecary, wlio intended to bring out lis familyq
with a view to permanent settiement. Hie did, indeed, again cross the
ocean, but bis destination was not Port Royal, but Quebee, wliere lie ig
held in honoured remiembrance as the first habilt«nt and tlie ancestor of a
nunierous postarity. As for De Pontrincourt, hie returned no more to the
colony which lie liad sacrificad so rnuch to establisb. 11e died in 1615, at
the siege of Méry-sur-Seine, figliting for tie king (Louis XIII.> against
the forces of tbe Prince of Conti.

De Pontrincourt's work survived hum. uis son, De Biencourt, wbolfl
bie had ieft in command, administered the coiony tili bis death in 1623, at
tbe eariy age of thirty-one years, when, by bis wishes, Cliarles de Latour
succeedad to his authority and to ail bis rigbts. M. Rameau maintainO
that neither after the assauit of Argali nor thie death of De Pontrincoure
did there fail to lie a remnant of Buropean settiers to keep colonisation
alive. On the former occasion the miii and some of the cabinshlad escaPed
tbe ravages of the aggressors, and the pioneers liad bast no turne in repair'
ing, as best tliey couid, the damages wrougbt by the enemy. In bis earnest
desire to put the settiement on the footing of a civilised community, D)e

Pontrincourt iad carried bis wife across the Atlantic, and sie remained

tili the unhappy dissensions between bier son and the Jesuit Fatiers macle
re-sidence at Port Royal unpieasant. Accounts differ as to the date atid
character of Charles de Latour's first marriage. Haninay states that about
1625 bie miarried a Huguenot lady; but wbo sbe was, or liow she iappened
to ha in Acadia at that turne, lie does not know. Rameau suggests that
in the saine year lie formed a connection with an Indian woman, and mnen-
tions as a fact, on the autbority of Baamish Murdoch, the birtli of his haîf-
breed daughter, Jeanne, in 1626. 0f the little gem of the future colOn'y
over which De Biencourt presided, lie writes :"1 Several of lis companiolO
bad forrned irregular unions with squaws, the issue of which was a numflber
of half-breed families that spread thainseives over the eastern coasts. The
colonists introduced afterwards by M. de Razilly sometimes chose their
partners froni tbose saine families, and their oispring again interniarried
with the European famulies of later arrivai."

But, bafore the initiation of the new order of things whici followed tbe

Peace of St. Germain-en-Laye, the population of Acacia liad been stili

furtber modified by the incorporation of anotber European element. Sir

William Alexander, afterwards Earl of Stirling, obtained fromi James
a vast grant of territory, comprising the continental portion of the Mari-
time Provinces, under the now weli-known namne of Nova Scotia. ThOugî
a comprehiensive acharne of colonisation was drawn up, no practical step
were taken to give it affect, the only colonising effort with wbich the
name of Alexander is associated baing the littie Scotch settlement at ]Port
Royal, effected by Sir William's son. In ail], it is said not to ha've
exceeded about 100 seuls, including women and chuldren. It did not prOS'

per; thirty danc the first winter, of sickness and harciship, and tlO)1gî
relief carne in turne to save the settlers from starvation, tliey agai 1o
lipart, and sevarai of thern batook theinselvas to New England. It was there-
fore a liardly unweicome chiange wlien Charles I., alarmad for hbîis consort 0,

dowry, decided to surrender Acacia to France. To Isaac Razilly wa5 0"

trustad the dalicate task of receiving back from the liands of the British"h

coasts of Acacia, and especiaily Port Royal." The Scotch chose to re .waine

andsoue o thir nArneu înay possibly ha found, in a rnodiflectfrii
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