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and, promising to tell them something more spicy next week, and to
save ten th 'ousand souls, sits down " panting hard, and looking very
red in the face "-as the New York World has it

The English papers are speaking with a good deal of ignorance on
"The Canadian Situation." They secin to think that we have'decided

for Protection, pure and simple, and even to contemplate setting up for
ourselves independently of the mother country. But that is not so at
ail. We have only decided on readjustinent of tariff-which as yet is
only a phrase-a thing to charmi by. Independence may corne; but
it will flot corne yet, and a prohibitive tariff as against England will
flot be introduced by the Government just entered upon power. We
were reckless during election turne, but we are going to be careful and
cautious in the matter of changes. We are going to, try a trade
skirmish with the forty millions over the border, but we are flot dis-
posed to say good-bye to Great Britain. If English writers knew
Canada better they would write differently.

The whirligig of time in the course of its spinning brings rnost
unlooked for things tô pass. -Here is one: Lord Beaconsfleld bas
subscribed ten pounds towards a memoriai to Earl Russell. His
opinions must have undergone a considerable change, for in the
"Runnyînede Letters" bie writes thus :

"lYour character is a cturious one. You were borni with a strong ambition
and a feeble intellect. Cold, inanimate, with a weak voice and a rnincing
mariner, the failtîre of your intellect was complete. . . . You are now
exhaling upon the constitution of your country aIl that long-hoarded venoin and
ail those distempered htumours that for years have accurnulated in your pettyheart. . . .Vour aim is to, reduce everything to your own mean level, to
degrade everything to your malignant standard. In ail youir conduct it is not
difficuit to detect the workings of a mean and long-rnortificd spirit....
Your part in the mighty draina must soon close. I ean picture to myseif anintelligent foreigner visuting this country, and caîî conceive his appalled aston-
tonishment when hie is told to, recognise a Secretary of State in an iuîfinitely
small scarabSus I When our traveller learns that you are the leader of the
Ilouse of Commons he may begin ta cornprebiend how the Egyptiaris wor-
shipped an insect."

The Afghan war threatens to assume serious proportions, and is
creating prof ound uneasiness in the English mind. The brunt of it
will be thrown upon India, and it is said Lord Lytton is vigorously
prepartng to avenge the affront which Shere Ai offered to England
wben lie rejectcd the English mission. But it rnay vcry well liappen
that the work of vindicating Britishi honour iu Afghaýni.stant rnay be
more than the Indian army cati accomplish-and if that should prove
to, be the case, it wili be serious work for England. This is îlot the
turne she can afford to have an Asiatic war on hier hancîs. l'ie WVor/dl
seems to, think-and, neo withouit some show of reason-that the policy
of Russia is tocreate difficulties in Asia which shahl absorb the atten tion
of England, that shc-Russia-may work bier will in Europe. Whethcr
that is so, or not, ccriain it is that E"urope is begiuîning to lcaruî the
worthiess nature of the Trcaty of Berlin. E D'i'O R.

"FIFTY VEARS 0F MINISTRY."

It is flot oftcn that in this age of terrifie energy-when men thîink fast, andi
work liard, and wear out quickly-that it iq given to any man to spcak of fifmy
years of labour. We are greatly developed: in a wonderful dcgree %vc amre
mnasters of ourselves, and the pres of circimstanice is so severe thiat we are
comnielled to do mucb work in a littie turne, Therefore it is the nîore to lic
noteol that Dr. Wilkes, of Niontreal, could stand uip anti say: For haîf a century
1 have been a preacher of the Gospel of jesus Christ. XVith huodily force
somnewhat irnpaired, but, with mental vigotîr unahated, hie stood forth and s1îoke
his words of history and of hope.

It was a rare occasion, and the atudience was a sight to witness. Ahmost
every Protestant Chuirclu was represented. Ohd men and woinen went to licar
again tic voice of huin from whose lips they had beard in the youth long dead
-but not forgotn-words of counsel and rebuke. What a flood of rnemory
must have ruslied ln upon thein. Fifty years of battle-sometimes rnarked
by defeat and sometumes by vîctory..hopes kindled and quenclîed-joy and
sorrow crowding each on the heels of the other-ali looking back throtîgh a
long vista of years, and on to the conuing of night. How inuch work the
P'reacher had done un that turne, flot even himself could tel; enoughi that hie had
set in motion &reat influences for good,1 whicli have gone working nmkn
Mien out of chidren, and good otut of stuif indifférent.goniaig

At abotut twenty-two years of age Dr. Wilkes relinquisbed a good and Pro-
Milsing commercial poiint ne nteChristian ministry-passed
through the ordinary college course of training in Scotland, and then undertook
a'cbare lin the city of Edinburgb. It was curions, and stili more instructive, to
heat the 'good Dr. talk of bis eariy troubles with orthodoxy. He is nowt
reearcied as the main pillar and stay of orthodoxy ; "ht hie hoids to what hie
cahipÀed "the' grand old verities of the Gospel " with strorng faitb in their truth and
U Ower ta aave....athough evemy body knows that the Dr. is a marvel ofiIiberality which augsi from bis generai kindliness, anîd not froin any lurking idOtIbt-nàaride is oflen qUbted as an examrple to those Of us who-ed, perhaps,

!ý'ýPU9especuIi-à, to t'hé y'oungz and the hopefui--are disposed ta question
t1lgh f sotnueo .okiint lfe and veneration. But we c<an take comfomt ifrom 4fýa -that Dr. Wike8 whe young had-in the natné of ,truth arid bisI

own conscience-to withstand the charge of heresy. The heresy of that day is
the orthodoxy of this, and one could but wonder at the rapidity with which
changes take place in the world of theology. In this age-when men are
fingering at the roots of ail our fine thoughts of God and man, turne and
eternity-when we have to make sure once again of our foundations-when our
fundarnental dogmas are assailed in the naine of Mathernatics, and Philosophy,
and Science, and Art-it is alrnost startling to be told by a preacher that mvhen
hie was young the grave and reverend Rabbis of the turne rebuked hum for
declaring that the salvation of Christ is universal. Those saine grave and
reverend Rabbis have near]y always been wrong. Turne seerns to have the
habit of crystallisiîîg its children. We rush away from the doomed place of
settled ways-look back-and, go no further. I amn getting to, helieve that the
oid proverb is truc: Whom the gods love die young."

As a rule that is-for Dr. Wilkes is a splendid exception. It can hardly
be expected that hie should have broadened much in the last few years-for
men do flot rnatcrîally change their habits of life and thoughit after forty-but
the Dr. has so fine an admixture of generosity in his nature that hie could not
be narrow and a bigot xvithout doing violence to his deepest and strongest
instincts.

Forty-two years ago Dr. Wilkes carne to Canada in a serni-rnissionary
character. Congregationalism ivas lîardly known here, and the Dr. thinking it
should be well known, and having convinced the Church of that narne and
order in England of the saine necessity, obtained the needful help. That mnis-
sionary character has been sustained by hum throughout his long and useful
career. I-e has been fron- the first until noîv the hiead of the denornination-
its principal counsellor and guide-second to no one as preacher-the accredited
leader in ail niatters of organization-filling ail possible offices-doîng ail pos-
sible work-as preacher going froin end to end of the courntry-as secretary for
various societies-as treasurer adrninistcring their funds-and as president
of the only college in the denornînation in this country. This last wvas inlevit-
able, for the D)r. always took a warrn and wvise interest in the %-ork of educating
young men for the mi nistry. Knowing well the advantages of culture, hie
souglit to send forth mnen wleil prep)ared for their sacred work.

But along ivith ail this general work for the denomination hias been carried
the particular function of a l)astor in Montreal-which rneans that Dr. Wilkes
founid hiere a church hiaving a rnerbership of a little over forty-worked on,
winning the estecin of the whole Protestant cornnunity-preachedi on, drawing
rnany by the strength of hîs words-and so buiît up a chuirch, wvhich for numbers,
for wealth, and for influence ivas hardly second to no church in the Dominion.
'lo do that in the City of Montreal mneant the exercise of ability and patience of
no ordinary kind. For Congregationalisin is a kind of Churchi life and goverfi-
inent but littie understood and appreciated in this city. No wonder-for weare brought into, contact and collision lvith the greatest and hest organization
ini the world-that of P'opery-and it looks as if oniy an organization equally
perfect can liold its own against it. So the Presbyterians, and the Mcthodists,
and the Episcopalians hlave occupied the ground.

And dhen the Protestants of the city, by the very nature of thein, are notCoîîgregationaiists. If they are Scotch, thie PreshyterianChrhaishe.
If tiîcy arc lý'niglisi, tlie l'poscopai regards theili as its owvn. If thley are('anadian, tbley seellu to turil to NI etlhiol.In. But fewv English Congregatiolia]-
ists corne tu this count ry, for the reasuit, i>rui>aily, tilat as a ciass in EnIglind
they are %vea ithy anîd iîot inluc i n liced uf wanderir.g ir to find a living, ht iscvident enougli, theni, iliat the den'inination to whjh D r. Wilkes beiongs is ata gîcat disadvantage in tis coiltrV. Th'îe l)eol e are too busy abolt thieir
wvoridiy affahirs to give iiinii tinie amil attentioni to ciiurch ;su they faîl inlto the
('litircli to wliicli custoni has led tiieni and wiiich irniposes uipon theni leastindividuai tbionight anI truulc.(ý 'l'lit IDr. W i1kes gai] ered abouit hirni a large
and w'eaithy cungregatioli in spite of ail tiiose dîffictîlties, 15 proof of his ability
anti the strengii oif bis charactvr.

But the work was îlot ac<np vlîdwtllîout ]liard toiling and pain, as theD)r. told ius on Sîinday ilorning. 'I'iîre ivere tinies of Iheart-sickeniiig disap-
ponmnttne of evary %vaiting in comiparative obsctîrity anîd poverty wlîichinils havebeen soretria the inalîs faitb. I t is liard to l)elievc tlîat we

are right ini ouir caîl ing and our clînice of place wleîsuccess svill îlot be wooednor comnaniiaie ; liard tu, lelieve tlîat NVe otiglit to %vork on aîîd svait wlîen wecalnot sec %wbat the 'vorking and Waitiîig %vii! bring. X'et tlîat is just wlîat Dr.
Wilkes dil ; uttercd nîo comnllaint ;rcfilsed t<) lose licai t or lîoie ; went bravely
on1, anîd fouîîid lois rcward [Il the' aplueciation of rnaiy peop)le and the satisfac-
tion of lus owîî heart.

Sîîccess was aclîievcd by good and constanit xvork. rather tlîan by brilliaiice
-as lie lîiniscîf tells uis. 'l'îlie D r. seenîs to hlave heen hauîîtcd by a tîreati of
niaking too nîaîîîfest ]lis owviî persoîlality-of appearing to iake ail effort to
slîinc by luis owîi irol er lîglut ;a gl<>st that one should lîarolly respect iii thlese
or any other days. Heaveti iîîteîds that nin shal (Io his luest, anîd iviii onlyconsent to suppulerneit iliat luest. Many of uis would have beeti glati to îuossesssorne mernorial of the D)r. wvlen ail lus energies were Put forth to produce asermnif. Brilliance iiu the pulpit is as rare as conîîîîoî senlse--tue iDr. lîad thelatter, and if lie lîad puît it ont in a stili nmore attractive forrn we should havereaped the heruefit. I wvas giad to hear froi ]ls oxvn lips tilat hie did notrecornmend the saine excessive niodesty to young îîîeîî of tluis day. Bnt uvortix
ail the rest was the spleîidid protest muade tîîat self sacrifice is lvortlî the doing.
I looked up) in uvonder anîd adiniratio n-an olti mnail %vitl roiuust fraîîîe and
kindling cye, andi liand uîAîfted t, i Ieaverî-was tellirug is ini tonles tiîat rangout clear and strong over thîe great audience, tliat to live luselfisuly. in poverty
and disappointinent, for mnen and for God, is the Wvay to ileace. An old mnanof seventy-three years told uis life is îvortlî the living anîd deatlî is not a thing tofear. A mani wlîo lias preached for liaif a century ai lie knew of truth andhope and lîfe, Ivas sfiîl glad to preach and spcak Strong words of cornfort to
young and old. There was no coîrîplaining, no haitig-no bitter criticisin ofrmen and institutions, but a broad charity-a living hope, a ciinging glad faithn Wel nigh every sentence. I hope the whole denornination wiii seek andfnd soine way of conveying to our good Dr. ats sense of his w1orth. I hope hie
will get somne of the honour hie so well deserves while hie is able to enjoy it. Its good to have the sermonîit will be better if we can copy the example helas given of good living and patient able working. EDITOR.
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