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1825, the trade of the countiry-bordering upon the
river.and the-upper lakes found. its way to the sea
by Montreal and Quebec. But upon the opening

of that ¢anal the-products of the West were at once

diverted to the other side of the boundary line, and
taken to New York; and notwithstanding the
noble efforts which bave since been made by Canada
to regain a fair share of this trade, by the construc-
tion of canals of more than double the tonnage
capaeity- of the Erie Canal, and by the formation
of a more direct and cheaper channel of inland
‘navigation, still, sach bas been the commanding

influence of that great commercial metropolis in

drawing trade to 1tself, and in keeping down the
price of ocean transport, that these efforts, though
not fraitless, have not been 80 successfal ag at first
anticipated.

. A vagt stream of traffic has been diverted from
the St. Lawrence, and continues to- flow. through
the Erie Canval with augmented volume, notwith-
standing the railway competition it had to en-
counter in later years. In 1861, the bulk of pro-
perty transported both ways upon it amounted to
upwards to four and a-half millions of tons, of the
. value of one hundred and thirty millions of dollars,
and yelding to the State, in tolls, & revenue of
nearly four millions of dollars.

The St. Lawrence route, on the other hand, was
not fully opened until 1847, and the returns during
a series of years show that, with considerable fluc-
tuations and reactions, the trafic has gradually
increased, though not in so marked a degree as
might reagonably have been expected. The bulk
of property transported both ways through these
canals amounted, 1n 1861, to 1,020,483 tons through
the Welland, and 886,908 tons through the §t.
Lawrence; and the revenues .which would have
that year been derived from the traffic, had the
usual tolls of former years been imposed, would
have amounted to $392,289 : scarcely more than a
3the lof that collected the same:year upon the Erie

anal,

The Timber Slides on the Great Lumber Rivers
of Canada.

In 1862, the enormous number of 326,781 pieces
of square timber, and 90,000 saw logs passed the
Chaudidre slides. From the Gatineau river 9,251
gleces of square timber, and 154,918 saw logs have
been brought down. On the Saugenay the follow-
ing timber passed through the slides :— :

43,289 white pine logs.
" 7,000 spruce logs,
715 pieces ship timber. .

The Notro Dame Mountaing, ° e
The ronge of the Notre Daimo or Shick-Shock
Mountaing, which begins at ‘the Matané and runs
nearly east and west magnetically, is about 2,000
feet in height, and two miles in breadth at its
western termination. At the Chatte it increases
i £03,500 fect in height and to six miles in breadth.
. At the St. Anne, where it seems to split—one por-
tion running towards the south-east, and the other
a little to the north of east—one of the most
elevated summits, called. Mount, Albert, attains an
elevation of 3,778 feet. From the latter stream,
the northern portion of the range, which reaches
the height of 4,000 feet near the head of the Mar-

souin river, continues to the rear of Mont Louis,
until it strikes the River-Magdalén, with a breadth
of about 1% miles; at about 17 miles from the S¢.
Lawrence; thence from the.south side of the Mag-
dalen, -with heights rising from 1,500 to 2,000
feet, it is subdivided into a series of parallel ridges

cut transversely by the deep gorges of north and -
south flowing streams, until it reaches Cape Gaspé
where it terminates with cliffs 700 :feet in height.
It occupies the most of the space between the St.
Lawrence, on the one side, and.the Bay of Gaspé

and the Darmouth River, on the other side. '

From the Magdalen westward the summits of the
peaks are bare rock. -West of Mount Albert, on
the less elevated portions, but on the highest plains,
the principal growth is- dwarf spruce, with 2 smalt
proportion of white birch of diminutive size, grow-
g widely apart; the intervening surface being
coversd with tall ferns. At a lower elevation the
the soil supports a mizxed growth of larger size,
congisting of a very open bush of spruce, white and
black bireh, cedar, and some white pine. “East of
Mouunt Albert, which is a vast bare rock, the range
toward the Magdalen is generally destitute of
vegetation ; the rocks of a pale green colour, are’
generally hard, close textured an(%silicious, on the
summits of the highest peaks, near the Chatte
Mount Albert. Barn shaped and conical moun-
tains, are composed of igneous rock ortrap ; Table
topped mountain, another of the most elevated
peaks, and belonging to- the same range, is com=
posed of intrusive rock, and occupies au area of 72
squlz:,re miles, the greater part of which is bare
rock. ' :

Coast of Glaspe.

From Cap de Chatte to Tourelle, the banks of
the St. Lawrence vary from 12 to 50 feet in height.

Between Tourelle and Great Fox River, the
coast is flanked by an almost continuous series.of
cliffs toweéring from 100 to 400 feet in height, in
‘terrupted at intervals of from three to six miles by
numerous streams descending from the south.
These are walled in on either side by mountain
ridges which increase in height as they recede from
the shore or from 800 10 2,000 feet or more, at dis-
tances varying from 8 to 15 miles, where, on the .
portion west and north of the Magdalea, a some-
what level tract of land, at their base is found,
ferming what is commonly called the Grand
Savanne; this depression or valley, which has
been examined, extends from the Ste. Anne east-
ward to the Magdalen. . . i

Long stretches of the beach, along the shore, are
composed - of shaly rock, sand and gravel; or are
dcattered over with fragments of rock from the
cliffs, and are only partly covered-during high
wadter, whilst others remain submerged during low
water, but for short distances. This is the route
followed by the mail earrier, for the weekly trans-
mission of the mails to and from Cape Rosier and
Gaspé Basin. Sach points as are covered by water
constantly or only oceasionally, when the tide is
high, are generally avoided’ by passing across the
spurs of the headlands -or summits of the eliffs, or
by waiting until the tide is partly low, .

- No continuous line of road, therefore, is prac-
ticable along the beach. . N



