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HAMILTON BOARD OF TRADE. g

A large attendance of members signalized o
the annual meeting of the Hamilton Board of p
Trade, held on Monday last, when in the b
absence of the president, Mr. W. I. Gillard g

occupied the chair.p
The report of the council, which wass

a.dopted, refers to the satisfactory settlementd
Of the grain inspection question, and expresses
the hope that when an improved demand sets
in, Harniltion may become a more Importantv
market for produce than for many years pust.*
Travelling privileges granted to members ofE
the board; improved service on the Northernt
and North-Western tailway and the total
abolition of toila on Burlington Bay Canal
Were objects which the board had succeeded in
attaining since the previous meeting. VFar-
ther and persistent application to the Domin-
ion Government for the conversion of Burling-
ton Bay into a harbour of refuge was
reéommended. Although nothing cf an
encouraging nature resulted f rom the visit
of the deputation which waited on the
GOvernment nrging the deepeniug of the St.
Lawrence Canal, efforts will be made to have
thiî important scheme brought before the
authorities as soon after the opening of next
Session as practicable.

The discussion cf such questions as excur-
ions 0to Hamilton, the Colonial Exhibition, a

congress of Chambers of Commerce and boards
Of trade of the Empire, express charges and
losses 5stained by wholesale merchants owing
to Country sterekeepers' neglect to keep f ully
insured, resulted to the advantage of the city and
the board. That the legislation known as the
Northern and North-Western iailway act did
no*t receive the sanction of Parliardent is due
to thé efforts of the:board and the do-oporation
I the city conncil. The amendments asked
for by the promoters were cônsiderd to be
'filCal to the city's interests. Reference
was nade te the discussion between the C. P.

nd N. & N. W. IRailways in respect of freight
laeon the Northern and Pacific Junction
P-cad, and the hope was expressed that mema
b would exercise their influence to main
tain Ontario's rights based on her geographica
Position, and the original intention of the
Goverment when subsidies were granted t4
both railways. It was pointed out that som
such bill as that prepared by Mr. McCarthy
Would apply in discussions and differences o
this nature.

Direct communication with the CanadiaJ
Pacinc Railway was urged as being not onli
desirable, but essential to the further progres
Of Hamilton. The recommendation was mad
that the utmost exertions be put forth t
a'ccmplish the connection of the city north
ward with Guelph and southwards witha
Point on the Niagara river near Buffalo. I
the words of the report;

" The completion of an enormous undertak

ing like Canadian Pacific Railway, connectin
the AtIantic with the Pacific, must be a su

ject Of satisfaction to the commercial wori<
which may reasonably hope for the speéd
development of many portions of the countri
through which it passes; and al the more i
this case should Hamilton realise the imper
tive necessity of direct connection with th
railway which is practically a national ente,
prise.»"

After touching upon other topics of a mor
or les minor nature the report concludes a
follows :

"The generai condition of the country isi
thé opinion cf your council slowly but steadi

improving. Railway traffi.c receipts show
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bands or upward, as many more that employ

f rom50 to 175, with séveral maller concerna

making special linés and eniploying fewer

bands. The capital inVested in the business

is about 81,750,000; the annual Value of leather

consumed in the factories $2,200,000 and the

value of the finished product 03,500,000.

Upwards of $700,000 is annually paid in

wages, the number of employees at present

' engaged in the factories being about 3,000, of

whom 1,800 are men, 900 women, and the

remainder children under 16 years.

It is also worthy of note, continues the

-!iter, that most of the leather used in the

l factrirs ir madin Quebec, the total value of

e thécpreduc cf thé St. Rochs' tanneries being

e tearlyo2,000,000. A considerable quantity of
y Quebec.made leathr finds its way to England

f au lsewhere. The leather industry has

gnown like the boot and shoe trade, from very

g mal bginingm. Both the tanning and shoe

Sbusiness, are now pricipally in the hands of

y FrenchCanadian manufacturers. The only

e English spaking manufacturers of boots and

e shes employing upwards of 250 bands are

Messrs. J. H. Botterell & Co., whose well.

a équipped establishment was described in the

n columns of the MoxTzY TIMEs some months
ago; Jno. Ritchie and J. E. Woodley & Co.

The father and uncle of the last named were

- the pioneers at Quebec of the boot and shoe

trade.

FURBEARING ANIMAL8.

Mrn. Wm. Lech, the well-known dealer in

fur at peterboro, has written an urgent letter

tf Mr. J. Caruegi, M. P. P., respecting the

law for thé protection cf fur.bearing animals.

Hé predits the ultiuate extermination of ani-

mais which have been a source of much wealth

te thé hountry,aif the act permitting trapping

and kithing froy, 5th Oct. to lt May, allow-

ing fourtn daym fr the disposal of the fur,

ie uot amenda. Twenty-five years ago Mr.

Lech utbuy, in Quoe aMQifrom 1,000 1

THE MILLINERY TRADÉ.

"The Spring comes slowly dp this way,"

sang the poet of the Ancient Mariner on on

occasion. It might be said with perfect coud-

dence, on reading the circulars of the millinery

houses, that the Fall comes early up this way,

since circulars relating to the fail trade are

already out. The spring season, for Canadian

millinery houses, is admitted to have been

generally favorable for trade. The season

opened early, and the weather proved ans.

picious. It appears to be the general opinion

that the retail trade has enjoyed a much

larger and more profitable millinery business

than for some years past. It is the experience

of Messrs. McKinnon & Co. that, as a rule,

goods were bought as required. "The result

is that stocks throughout the country are as a

rule low and in good shape to begin the ap-

proaching fall season. Present indications

for the fall trade are favorable. If the sarne

prudence and care is exercised lu buying as

generally characterized the season just pased,

there is no reason it should not turn out

equally successful." We learn from the cir-

cular of the bouse in question that raw ma-

terial in woollens and silks manufacture has

advanced from five to twenty per cent. lu cost,

so that goods of this claas cannot be repeated

at anything like old figures. A suggestion

fnuds place in Mesrs. McKinnon & Co's. cir-

cular which it is well to emphasize. The

paragraph is therefore quoted in fullI "We

beg to call your attention to a subject which

we know from experience has not had the care

which it certainly deserves, viz: Insurance.

We urge you to carry at all times a proper

amount on your stock, and consider the money

well spent. The present cost of insuring may

sem burdensome, but it is nothing lu com-

parison to what the future lose may be.,

The bright prospect anticipated at the open-

ing in March, say Messrs.- D. MOCall & Oý,

ba been fully realized, and we bave her<

ratifying increasè, money ls ehèap, inVest- 810,00 worth ôf ra fur that canie frôm thé

ents on mortgage at rates prévailing a year territory back of 6etertôrh. werd w hrd asÔ

r two ago are unôbtainable, al which facts thm ehadsonm BaY pdozhpàYand ôtheié whi

rove ôônclusivly that years of edonoy and made that torn thi L prdhasih a point a

bountiful harvest, the country's mainstay, are -- ow, " says Mr. Loch, 11 ail this lan pam

gradually bringing back to Canada a return of away although th pries of sone furs on as

prosperity which your connoil trust may in count of carcity as for instance Baer, ias

some measure compensate for past year ofintreasd fourfld, oetter furoldother Ide(1)

depression. 
.ouer more than dôubled the price of tornigh

Befor the meeting adjotrnedUr. . H years and the trappers, in spite of the high

ifardwas elected presidenet J. W. Murto , prices obtainable, coniplain that it d es nôt

icl.preld ent, and p er. Richard W enu er, Pay them fo their logs of time in h ntingi I

secretary-trsanre adWth the axeption of have talked the matter ove with them rany

Senator T urner, Wihheeer xed J. W. Murteon times showing therm their foolisiiness ii kilt:

thé c uneri of 1885 was re-eIécted These ing the goofe whih is laying the goidei eggg,

gentlemen having 18tir8d, essrs. Murray A by slaugtering the animals With their unbôifn

gerr, Alex. 'avrner, '.d i.Mracpherron, and young, and they fully agree with me and have

R. R. Morgan were eiected t atheirson, an promised if necessary to sign their na mùes to

R.RMranwreeecet l thany document in upport of having the la*

changed from May the first to March the first,

MANUFACTlURING IN QUEBEC. as the beginninig of the close season. iNothing

but such a change would have the dewired re'

Some interesting partinnlars are furnished sult of prôtecting fur-bearinig alimals during

by a correspondent of the Montreal Star, the breeding seasori. As a consequende of thé

respecting the boot and sho trade of Quebec. shortening of the season there would be the

Its rapid extension in late yearsà, he says, is in drawback foi- one Or two seas os 0f a pode

striking contrast with the decadende of what hunt, but the gain *ôuld bson perdeptibly be

was not so long ago the principal business of felt by the incréase of aniniala and more wilI

the Ancient Capital. Wooden shipbuilding is be caught in a shorter meson ''

now almost a thing of the past, and the timber This la an imprtiant niatter, and on id
trade aIl but paralyzed. A recent investiga- which the opinion of an experienced dealei;

tion into what is now the leading manufactur- such as Mr. Lech la, should carry with it niuchi

ing industry of the ptoviné, reveals the fact weight. His protest is addressed te Mr. dar-

that thee ate to-day in St. Rochs and St. negie in the hope that the subject niáy reôeivb

Sauveur nO fewer thân six first-class, well the attention that it merits at the neît séesiofi

equipped fa0tôris whioh employ 300 bands ef the provincial législature.


