
' Welland Industrial Comissioncr's
Report for the Ycar 1916

To tbe Council and the Board of Trade nf the Town of
Welland.

Gentlemen :
While you are ail aware that the year 1916 has been a

vear of unexampled industrial activity, yet 1 arn sure noue
of you have even guessed approximately how f ar our iii-
dustries have gone in leaving old records behind.

Let me indicate briefly a fewv salient features of a yeaî
that was in ail respects phenoinenal. WVith the kind co-
operation of rçpresentatives of twentv-four industries in
Welland and in the Welland Industrial area 1 amn able te
quote statisties relating to manufactures showing gains
of alg&ost incredible proportions.

NIARLY TWENTY MILLION DOLLARS FRON THE1
FA.CTORI ES

Take, for instance, the total value of our manufactur-
ed produet. This table is illurninating:

190 ..... 150,000 19 15. ý ... 13, 2 85,49 5
1012 ...... 6,500,ooo 1916 ....... 19,375,115
This is certainlY a growth bevond the expectations of

anyone, and a~ ratio of increase that, 1 think, ha, not

doi1ar'- u;as Illbtd houhte port of Wel-
Land.

The Monetaryy Timnes estimiates the total production
of ail Canadian factories infl 1916 at two billio)n dollars.
On that estimate Welland produccd onc per cenit, of Can-
ada's total industrial p 1roductioan. V'ie\vd iii anther
lighit :- Our industrial p)roductioýn in 1916 wais 32 per
centl, of Canlada's total exports of manufactures in 1914.

Thec numiber of industrial employees in Canadai as
bwnby the census of liît is 5iî, 8 5o, of which pium-

ber those' ini Welland co)nstitute- almnost one per cent. of
the total.

TH1E MOUSING PROBLEM
In my repo)rt of a yeüar age, 1 pointed out as ern-

phatically as 1 could the need of more houses in) Wellaind,
There was at that timr ;, vrut Reiu hotg.ut hew-
ever serious it wNas a yýear ago, it is much more so now.
The industrial workers mncreased by over eue thousand
in the year, and yet ncew heuses built in Welland lasýt
year niumbered( 01nY 78.

The presenit -situation is act.One employer bas
been preparing pl1ans to adapt a building for sleeping
quartera tO acomdt ifty empiloees.

There is noc habitable building in Weclland that i,- un-
og-cupied, and if two hunZlred Jîouses were vacated to-
niorrow mnorning they. would bc occupied by\ nightfall.

Last year the Council and the 1toard cof Trade drew
public attention to the ne ost f housebuiilding, and the
camlnpign, 'while not as productive as" hoped, still was ini-
strumental in having mnany undertake the building ô!

lne.The bouses built wralotdouble thnsecf i915.
THE DAY OF PEACE

Af ter the war what? The Departrnent oýf Trade anid
Commerce has been urging that the people talc steps
noiv to meet the situation of that day, While Welland


