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LIET.-OL.BLAINE.

LIE-.UT..COL.-BLAINE, 62ý-D ST. JOHIN FUSILIERS.
In tue retiremett. from hie force of Lieut.-Col. Arbutlînot

BMainîe, of thie 6zîîd St. jobtu Fusiliers, the serv;ce loses
aîuother old anud efficientî officer and one wvbo lias given a
large share of lis time to the caîl of bis military dut ies, as
sbown bv the followiîug sketch of his life:

Lieut.-CoI. Blaine comes from lrelaîîd, lîaviîug been born
in the towîu of Kilibeg, County- Dotuegal. He came 10 îlîis
country with bis parents ini the early part of 1842, and after
the usual ups and (lowIs of boybioo entered the employ of
J. & A. Macmillanu, bookbinders and statiomuers, in J une,
1845, and lias been coîîtiîuually in their employ ever sitîce,
witb the exception of a few montlîs spent ini the United
States, ho perfect himself ini tue ligluer finisbing branches of
lis trade. In tlhe year 1848 lie becamie foremiat of îlueir
large bindery and is still ini that responsible position.

He conîmenced bis long and bonourable mniitary career
very early in life, before the real embodinietît of anuv-iiitia
wvas attempted ini tle Province of Newv Brunswick, wvben
tbe only effort towvards rilitary drill xvas wlîat wzas theuu
called the three days -"trainîinug, of ail between the ages of
18 and 6o, anud vben only~ a fewv of the officers pretended 10
have a uniform of an): kiîîd, and knew ver>' little drill,
alîbouglu making tlhe tiost of the opportunities they had for
inist ruc tion.

The first authentic mention of lis appearatuce as a military
man being a turn out of tliese Il Flat Feet," as tbey wvere
called, under commanud of Capt. K when tlîeN
drilled on what is mow King Square ini the year 1847 Or '49.
Capt. B - -- t'inking hie knew something of drill utîder-
hook to extend the conipany for skirrnisliîg ; anud the Col-
onel lias often been lieard to remuark, "I)o you kmîow we are
still extended ; for from that. lime 10Ibis w~e have neyer been
closed."* But lis teal military life dîd not commence until
some years later wbeîî initle faIli Of 1863 lie joiuued "The
Q ueen's Own" in No. i Co., utider Captain (now Coi.) R. W.
Crooksbank, the uniformed compatiies of the county baving
being on the i 2th of August of that year formed mbt the
St. John Volunteer Battaliotu, umder commanud of Lieut.-Col.
Hon. jobtu Robertson ; from that date to' the present lue lias
neyer been out of the corps, but lias ri--en step by step until
now bie retires witb the bigbest reginiental raîuk. After
serving in the ranks of this compaîuy for tbree years, we find
bim passing a board for qualification as a non-comnussioned
officer, whicb he did ini a v'ery' satisfactory manner, beatîng
several competitors in lis company, and on April s6tb, i1866,
the followitug appeared ini Regimental Orders:

"lThe following non-commissîoned officers having passed

a satisfactory examination are taken on the strengthi as
"follows :---Sergt. Blaine to No. i Co. Special attention is
"drawn to this non-commissioned officer having passed so
.satisfactory an examination."
During the Feniani Raid of this year the battalion was

ordered to the front and quartered at St. Andrews, Sergt.
Blaine being with bis company.

In 1868, upon the promotion of Sergt.-Major Mackenzie
to thie rank of' Ensign and appointment as Adjutant, we find
Sergeant Blaine appointed Sergt.-Major (July î5 th), w~hichl
position lie ield until ALugust 4tlî, 1871, wlieîi the corps was
disbaîîded for the purposes of reorgarlization, Sergt.-Major
Blaine at once took steps to organize Ii conmpany, and within

few weeks had completed lus organization anîd forwarded
his papers for acceptance, being the first to do so ; but b3'
some misadventure bis roll did not reach Iieadquarters uîîtil
later, and hie sas gazetted to NO. 2 instead of No. i Com
p ny, bis commission as Captain dating NOV. 24 th, 1871;
Cýapt.BMainî, lowever, retained the actual commrand of a com-
paîîy a very short lime, as upon thé- completion of thue re-
organizatioîî of the corps oie was appoiîîîed Acting Ad jutant
and almost imnediately confirmecl in that rank.

Capt. Blaine white Adjulant of the corps %vas called upon
to comimaîd a detachmeîuî of the regiment called out ini aid
(if' the civil pow'er in the spring of 187i (MaY 5ii coise-
qîueîice of a labour strike, and the dispositions then made by
liii called forth the liearty comniendation of the nilitary and
civil authorities. Capt. Biaine also served as a mlember anîd
president of the Band Comiîiitee of the corps from 1872 to
the close Of 1874.

On the I7tli of Sept, 1875, CalPt. BLaiuie received bis pro-
mnotionî to the Majority upon the appoiutilieîuîofLt-Cl
MacShane to the District Staff as Brigade Major. Shortly
aller lis promotiomu, and miainly by bis exertioîus, leave was
obtaîned to forni a branch of the School of Instructionî 10
enable Officers and N. C. O.'s, who could not spare the tlie
necessary to go 10 Fredericton, to qualify, tlue) to go to file
main Schiool at Fredericton for finual exaituations.

The corps wvas again called upouu in the suninmer of 1876 to
furnislî a detachnîent ini aid of~ the civil powe'r, iluis fimie ini
fear of trouble on Julv 12th, duriîig the Orange procession
of that day, anîd the command was again placed inithue haîids
of Major Blaiue.

On the 8th of Sept. of tluis year Major Blaiîîe succeeded to
îlie.comnuand of the corps upotufile retiremeuut of Lt.-Col.
Sullivan, upon whicli occasion the 1D. A. G. 'used tlue folIow~-
îîug words ini lus report : lThe corps hias seccured a worthy
"successor ini Lt.-Col. Blaîne, of wvhose zeal and energy I
"have already had occasion to bear testimionv. H-e lias
"served ini almost every capacity ini the Force, from Private
to Lt.-Col., and w~hite e li as shown liiself willing to

"obey, lie lias proved himself fitted to comumand."
The great fire Of junle 2otli, 1877, iîext called forth bis

energies, %%lien, white lis owîî bouse anîd property were beiîîg
consumed, lie witb the D. A. G., Brigade Major, and others,
devoted his timie to a vain endeavour to save tlîe Armories
and other Governmnent property, . for wvbicbh le received
special mention ini reports to Head Quarters. He also com-
manded a detacliment of îoo nmiîu of tue corps (ail that could
be uniformed and armed after the fire) for about 12 davs, to
aid the civil power in tnlaintaiîîing order.

Nothing furtiier out of the usual routine of a commanding
officer's duties occurred until Mai-cbl, 88j, whien lie received
orders to hold the corps in readiness for tlhe Northwest, and
wvhen the Newv Brunswick Battalionu was formed Lt. -Col.
Blaitue was ordered to furnisli four companies and wvas
bimself appointed senior Major.

Duritig the celebration of tlue Queen's Jubilee inî 1887
Lt.-Col. Blaine commanded the wlbole of the city force, as
Brigadier, during the movemeuuts of a field.day review and
afterwards acted as field officer ini the ceremony of trooping
the Queen's Colour.

Col. Blainue lias several tinues acted on the Staff' of the
Province, being Brigade Major of Camp Sussex ini 1886 and
Musketry Instructor at Camp Chatbam in 1 888, and again at
Camp Moncton inii 8go.

Col.-Blaine also lîad the lionour wvlicl ,;eldom fails to an
officer of the Canadiati Militia, tluat of commanding a force,
as Brigadier, composed of the N. B. B. Garrison Artillery,
62nd Fusiliers, St. John Rifles, and a detachnuent from
H. M. S. -Tourmaline," ini the summer of 1891.

The last few years of his military career bave been un-


