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CORRESPONDENCE.

e i
I8 IT HERESY PER SE, OR MERELY
HERESY DENOMINATIONAL?

To the Editor of ''HE 'T'RUE WITNESS :

$1r,~The forthcoming trial for heresy
of a certain eminent professor of
thenlogy is reported to take place early
in the month of Angust. It may seem
intermeddling on a part of & layman and
outsider to mix himsell up in an affair
thal apparently does not concern him.
Yet if the Presbytery or General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church is
duly qualified to pronounce dogmatical-
ly on an;r one item of revealed truth, it
i8_equally competent to pronounce on
all. 'In other words,—if, armed with
divine authority, it can truthfully and
unhesitatingly ~ proclaim — “It = hath
seemed good unto the Holy Ghost and
to us * to stigmatize us heretical certain
propositions in the celebrated lecture of
the aforesaid professor, it is equally
competent to pronounce as heretical the
doctrine of the Unitarian, the Baptist,
the Roman Catholic, &c. Yet those de-
nominations have,~at least humanly
speaking,—an equal right to pronounce
heretical the doctrines of the Presby-
terian when they happen to disagree
with the distinetive farmularies of each.
For example, the Unitarian Charch
would be amply justified, under similar
circumstances to the case in point, in
finding a member of that communion
guilty of heresy who should presume to
advocate & belief in the Trinity. Inlike
‘manper a. member of the Baptist per-
suasion would be instantly hauled
over the coals if while professing to
teach Baptist theology he should main-
tain the necessity of paido-baptism as
requisite for salvatton, In my opinion
before the General Assembly can pro-
ceed to adjudicate on any case of Chris-
tian doctrine or morality, it must be
prepared to answer to general satisfac-
tion the momentory questions.—By
what authority doest thou these things,
and who gavo you this authority ? Matt.
xx., 1.28. 1f in reply, appeal should be
made to the constitutions of Calvin,
{which I concede the General Assembly
has a right to dogmatise,)—what then?
What is Calvin to the Unitarian, the
Baptist or the Roman Catholic? In the
0Old Testament the expression cccurs—
“And the Lord spoke unto Moses, say-
ing., &e.;” but no where is it recorded
that the Lord spoke to either of the Two
Johns, Calvin or Knox. The only points
of apy importance to discuss in the pre-
mises are the following : 1st. Did Christ
establish any tribunal with full authority
to act and decide in his name? 2nd. Is
there any instance on record of its so
acting and deciding? 38rd. Was such
tribunal meant to be perpetual or mere-
ly conterminal with the lives of the
. Apostles? That Christ did institute such
a tribunal is beyond dispute. " He that
heareth you heareth me. Whatsoever
you shall bind on earth shall be bound
in Heaven, and whatsoever you shall
loose on earth shall be loosed also in
Heaven. Lo! I am with you all daye
even to the consummation of the
world.” That they acted as repre-
sentatives of The . Most High is
abundantly confirmed by their de-
cision in the Council of Jerusalem,
Acts xv, and by their changing of the
Seventh or Sabbath day to the first day
of theweek, As that tribunalwas constitu-
ted to last to the end of time, and was
the onlyoneestablished byits divineThun-
der to which all Christians were required
to submit, it logically follows that it is
the only one to which recourse must be
bad in cases of doubt and difficulty. It
will however be contended that such tri-
.bunal has ceased to exist, having for
ages lupsed into errors innumerable.  If
such really, be the case, there is nothing
left of original Christianity, but the dry

bones; the sonl has fled; the gates of

hell bave prevailed, and the magnificent
promise made by Christ to His chosen
representatives to be with them all days,
and to guide them into all truth has no-
toriously failed and become the derision
of the powers of darkness. Should the
Faculty of the Presbyterian College
deem these remarks of any weight,
_they will pause before fulminating a
decree of heresy against the learned
professor. As a matter of course he

will be called upon to explain certain’

startling propositions in his lecture.
This he is doubtlessly pregared todo;
and we inay expect to find his defense so

ingeniously modelled as apparently not:

_to contain suything contraty to the Con-
feggion of Faith. What will .be his line.
of defense it is impossible for me to fore-

L

cast ; but I presume it will be something
lire the following. He will readily ad-
mit that certain passages in his lectures.
mave have proved to some pious souls a
stone of offence. But like the independ-
ent member in Pickwick, Mr. Biotton,
who had the temerity to apply the often-
give epithet of humbug to the venerable
founder of the Pickwick Club, he will re-
fuse to ‘withdraw’ certain high-flavored
expressions of opinion, the result of
many years’ earnest and profound study
of the Holy Scriptures. When he stated,
what to ignorant men might savor of
rank blasphemy—that in the “(goblin)”
‘old—testament God broke every one of
his own laws’ He will now contend
that said expressions were not intended
to be constrned in the light of ‘common
sense, but in a purely Pickwickian point
of view.! Finally, he will impress upon
his accusers the necessity of devoting
themselves with renewed vigor to s
thorough searching of the Scriptures as
the sure and only groundwork of the
Presbyterian faith, in which he hopes to
live and die. On this assurance a burst
of applause may be expected to greet
the retiring professor. How far such
sympathy may induce his judges to mo-
dify or dismiss the charge of heresy it is
not easy to predict. For if what is heresy
in one denomination is the pure Gospel
in another, the existence of a plurality
of conflicting Gods is inevitable.
cannot conclude without admiring,
in the hypothetical defense of the
learned professor, the earnest appeal
to his judges, for a more diligent
study and search of the Scriptures,
As a general rule men are prone to search
for what they have lost, or for something
which they may have a reasonable expec-
tation to find. I therefore sincerely hope
that the resalt of their labors may be
the finding of some divinely constituted
society to whose living voice all that
glory in the Christian name may cheer-
fully submit, without question and with-
out demur,
A. G. GRART.

SCHOOL INSPECTORSHIP,

To the Editor of THE TRUE WITNESS :

Sik,—[ was very much fattered with
‘Marie's, charming compliment to my
letter of the 26th ult., on the question of
the appointment of an Inspector of Eng-
lish chools. I foar, however, that ‘Marie’
has been trying to flatter my vanity, by
giving me undue credit for opening up
the way for herself and other lady teach-
ers to express their views publicly on this
important question. If, by being the first
of my own sex to break the ice,has been
groductive of any good, then indeed, I

ave legitimate cause to feel a little
pride. To break the ice, it is true, I had
to set at nanght a ‘cast iron’ rule, which
1 do not consider binding on conscience—
in fact, I look upon such rules, as the
‘Great’ O'Connell looked upon every Act
of the English Parliament of hia day;
when he said he could ‘drive & conch-and-
four through each and sll of them.’ So,
it will be seen, how much oredit is mine,
for having the courage of my eonvictions
publicly expressed. I have npthini to
add to what I have already stated,—but,
for the edification of ‘Marfe,’ and my nu-
metrous lady friends of the teaching staff,
I may reiterate, that my opinion with re-
gard to the sppointment of an English
Inspector for English schools, is un-
changed and unchangeable,
’ " NoraH.

SCHOUL INSPECTORSHIP.

To the Editor o/ THE TRUE WITNESS:
Sir,—At the time you were working
so devotedly, and I believe conscien-
‘tionsly for the appointment’ of an Irish
Catholic Representative on’the School
Board, I had, I must admit, like many
others of my confreres, doubts as to the
success of your enterprise, while never
glue'stioning its justice, and I was not
ow to ‘warn you, from conversations
held with vaxious parties on the ques-
tion, that, I believed you were knocking
your head against a stone wall. Seceing,
that my predictions have not been veri-
fied by the course of events,I am no
longer a confirmed doubter in the exe-
giencies of circumstances, but, to say the
truth, I am somewhat skeptical of your
success in obtaining the appointment of
an English School Inspector. I need not
point out to you that the two appoint-
ments are by no means identical. It
does not follow that by your obtaining
the ‘appointment of a persona grata to
répresent Trish' Catholic‘intereste on the

‘8chocl Board, that the:same considera-

right in itself, recognized by the Law,
the latter, whether a right, an act of
justice, or both, has ye$ to become law,
hence the distindtion between the ap-
pointments. The very fact of the strong
opposition at influential quarters, to the
TrRUE Wiryess demand for an Irish
Catholic School Commissioner, justifies
me in publicly stating that, however
just and pressing the demand for an
English Inspector of School; youn will
Now be met with redoubled opposition
from the majority of the Board, from the
Secretary-Treasucer, who is de facto, him-
gelf, the Board, from some of the ex-
Commissioners, and Iastly, [rom a
majority of the teachers; in fine, these
men will make a national cry out of it;
and vent themselves againat the Irish
Catholic organ, for its temerity in trying
to disturb the existing order of things.
This cry will not resound from the
house tops, that would be contrary to
their diplomacy ; but, it will be
guietly whispered into the ears of the
powers that be ; and thus, willi the
distilled poison be made to do its deadly
work, silently, but effectually, against
the efforts of the ‘ True Witness.! These
are some of the grounds on which 1 base
my predictions this time, and I think
they are sufficiently stong to strengthen
my doubts in the snccess of your present
undertaking. Whether, my convictions
are well founded remnains to be seen, but
of this 1 am fully mensible; the ‘frue
‘Witness,” has made out a good case—a
just, reasonable, and practical case, and
none among your many subscribers, will
hail with greater pleasure than I will,
the appointment of an English Inspector
of Schools. Your articles and corres-
pondence on the question, have opened
up a field of thought, hitherto, unexplor-
ed. You have convinced the most skep-
tical of the justice and utility of your
demand; ard you have left a debt of
gratitude, which, I hope, some day to
see requited, .on the shoulders of onr
teachers and pupils of more than ordi-
nary amplitude.
ANoTHER PusLic ScHoolL TEACHER.

THE MAYOR’S8 STAND.

To the Editor of TuE TRUE WITNESS :
S1R—II the limity of your editorial space
prevent your expressinginthe TROx WITNESS
the opinion of Irish Catholics on the subjfect:
give rae leave to say in your columns what st
least one of them thinks snent the conduct of
the Mayor in decllning to take part in the
clvic reception of the oficers and crew of the
Itallan war-ship Jtna, Let me say at once
that the reasons given by the Mayor, when
criticized, appear to be such that it would have
been unmanly and in the last degree inconse-
quent for the Hon. Mr. Desjardins %0 have
acted otherwlse than he did. Thess foreign
officers were not to be recelved here merely as
distinguished individuals. Their ship repre-
sented the present Itslian government, and to

Jolnin welcoming her could mean nothing less
than approval of the power whose flag the shi
oarried, The Hon. Mr. Desjardins knew this
and he conid not forget that for twenty-three
years he had constantly and publicly protestad
against the action of the Itallan government
in despoliling the Pope of his territorial posses-
sions, the patrimony of the Catholic Church,
He could not and fortunately did not forget
that duripg all that time he had jolned openly
with the Cathollos of this eountry in condemn-
ing the attempt of the same government to
make the Viear of Christ the subject of an
Itallan Prince, for “hetween the sublect and
the soverelgn there 1s no middle state.” The
Hon. Mr, Deslardins beld and proolalmed the
oplnlon expressed by the late Cardinal Man.
ning, *‘that the Head of the religion of all na-
“ tious could not be the sublect of any one;
‘ that since he could not be national, the sub-
‘“ject of a nation, he must be extra-national,
“ or independent, of all, that is to say, he muast
“ be sroverelgn.” 'What, then, was thé mayor lo
do, these being hls convietions oftentimes pro-
claimed ? *Heia the mayor,” his oritics say,
‘and a8 mAayor be should have welcomed the
war-ahip of Italy,a power which {5 at oe
andon good terme with this country., There
was ovidently a conflict between hia duty to
himselfto act as & logicai £nd consletent man,
and the dutles of hig office, as these seem to be
enerally understood. He could not- divide
imself apnd say :—*“When I protested agalnst
# the continued nsurpation of Rome by Klng
‘“ Humbert, I spoke in my privats capaclty—
‘I am now aclipgas mayor, and it {8 only in
“my public ecapacity ar such, and not as
'“ Alphonse Desjardins, that I welcome this
“ gnemy of the Pope.” Irit had been necessary
for the mayor himself 1o recelve and do honor
to the Italian war-ship, it would perhaps have
been his dutly to resign the mayoralty. But it
was not necessary, there was an acting-mayor
and a recepiion committes, who did not share
Mr. Desjardins'views,and tothesegentlemeon he
turned over the task of dolng what they might
consider right inthe case, stating frankly to
them his own reagons for f:avlng nothiog to do
with it. There 18 not room for two opinionson
the subject ; and if & man, with Mr, Desjardins’
professed views, had, as mayor or in any other
official capacity, assisted at & lunch or dinner
glven to or by the officers of the ‘ Atna ’ and
Broposed the health of Kilng Humbert of 1taly,

8 would merit the contempt of every Protes-
tait and Catholic in the country.

From their long and inseverable attach-
ment to the Church, and because of thelr con-
atant_devotion to the inalienable rights of the
Sovere%n Pontiff, Irish Catholics have de<
served the

tion will be: given: your demand for an.
English Inspactor, The former waa &

name of Pdpiste. Al Casleifidardo
hundreds of, éa_er.oic Irishmen

pundreds ¢ A - ave their lives
?l ﬂroteot thé térritory of the FPope ;—and 'thig

atill ke remembered when people shall

have charitably forgotten the insignificant
fact that one Irish-Qatholle was found in Mon-
ireal to blame the Hon. Mr. Desjardins for re-
fusing to take part in the public reception of
the regresenmt.ivea of a government which
haa robbed the Head of the Church of tts right-
ful possessions snd attempts to deprlve the
Paope of that independence which 1y necessary
1o the fullest exercise of the Pontifical office.
I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedlent
servant, H. J. KavanaeH.
5th Auguaat, 1803,

(In our 18s5ue of last week it seems to us that
our editorial,the ‘Etna’s Reception,’ was about
&8 6lrong an expressjon of opinlon as could be -~
made. Perhaps It esoapedour correspondent’s

notice.—ED. TRUE WITNESS,)

THE MAYOR OF MONTREAL AND His
CRITICS.

To the Editor of THE TRUE WITRESS -

Mayor Desjardins’ attitude in deeitning to
preside at the reception to the Itallan offeern
in Monireal, whom he rightly desmed repre=~
sented their Government for the nonce, was
a falr subject for hoastile criticlsm, but not for

jmpeacement of motlves, or of unmitigated
personsal abuse. It is an old axiom that abuse
18 not argument, apd it 18 siraoge that the
Catholic Mayor of Montreal who »0 recently
was applauded as an exponent of Christian:
charlty in welocoming the Christian Endeavor--
ers, should be within & few weeks, held up to
derisionas an unparalleled bigot. 1t is weil to-
bear in mind 1that Mayor Desjardins, among:
those orhis own faith, and among Protestants
generally, bas been hitherto regarded as a cul-
iured gentleman of irreproachable characler.
It should auso be borne tn mind, that beyond,
for grave (Fersonal reasons, declining 10 pre-
side, he did nothing o frustrate the proposau
reception, and thought it quite fitting, and
more becoming, that an acting Mayor of difter-
ent predilections should do the clvie beonors
on this occaslon.

(It 18 not my purpose toenter into an analy-
sis of the question in how far Mayor Desiar-
dins’ conduct commended itself to devout and
loyal Catholics generally, but to respectfully
submit that his attitude was thoroughly con-
sigtent and intelligible. The Church has not
lald down any binding rales on this subjsct,
buthas rather left {1 to the Individual con-
science and judgment. Time efleots Inany
changes, but it is powerless o make u righl
our of a grent moral wrong. We Catholles
have always regarded, and do stili regard, the
usurpation of the Papal Btales by the Iialian
Government, as an unequalled act of spollatiox.
and robbery. We have always regarded, amndt
do still regard, these temporal dominions as
the imprescriptible right and patrimony .ot
the Hoty Father, &s the eartaly visible head of
the Catholie Church, and we look forward, and
toach our children Lo look forward, to the res-
toration of these rights as inevitable. There
is no betler gange of a Catholic’s civil aMegi-.
giance, and slucere devotion and loyalty Lo
his rightful sovereign, whether Queen, En-
peror or President, than the meéasure of his
submiassion and devotlon to our holy Ohurch
?in%-eliglon, and to her Supreme Infallible

ead. .
AN EXGLIsH CaTHOLIC,

Toronto, grd Aug., 1893,

ROMAN NEWS.

[Gleaned from the London Universe and ncher
sources.]

The Government of King Humbert has de-
manded of the authorities of certain towns in
Italy returns as 10 the number of Catholics
votipg &t the recent elections. From these it
appears that onr falthful co-religionlsts carrled
off the victory when they set themselves sp-
riously to the work at Venice, Turin, Bergamo,
and Romae 1tself.

The audlences ofthe Holy Father, suspend-
ed since the beginnlng of June, have besn re-
‘sumed, and will be continued throughout the
summer. In spite of Lhe recent tropica! heats
the health of Leo XIII. is excellent. Every
day he takes & walk inthe gardensof the Vati-
can, and goes at noon t0 the tower of Nicholas
1V., where he has a repast and reposes himeelr
for allttle, At seven he returns to the palace
Dr. La]?onl fearing that the garden rir be
comes dengerous at this hour and might en
gender the fever of the malaria.

It 18 stated that the Pope’s speech before the:
racent aecret cansistory was unusuaslly foreible
and grave, Leo XIII is eaid to have declared:
thet events were tending towards a dlsastrous
course In a downward direction ; that the go-
vernments, whether impotent or accomplices.
in evil, were helng dr d onward in the
storm ; that the Sovereign Pontiff was perse-
outed and ‘placed under an intolerable yoke,
and that he could support this state of things
no longer, but must ralse his voice #o that [t
¢ heard a8 it had never been heard be-

would
fore.

We read in the Moniteur de Rome that g
Rescript has been given in favour of the ailing
whom the prlests cannot readlly approach in
the Paris hospitals. The religieuses sttached
a8 nursing sisters toestablishmentsof the kind
are to have the prlvilege of presenting a orucl-
ix to the dylng, which carries with it a plen-
&ry indulgence at the hour ofdeath on condi-
‘tlon that it 1s kisied with a contrite heart or
even touched. Buat the crucifix can only be
used when the moribund is deprived of all
other religious succour. It must not be im-
agined that the indulgence here apoken of can
replace the reception of the sacraments or sup-
ply thelr default, Sin can be effaced by the
saoraments only on perfect contrition ; the in-
dulgence comes afterwards to remis the penalty:
die to the already pardoned sin.

-

Monsignor Marquls Axrives In New:
York with a Relic,

_NEW YORK, August 7. — Mgr. Marquis, of
Quebec, who arrived to-day on the French
steamship “ La Champagne,” brought with
him a part of the remains of Bte, Anne, the
mother of the Blessed Virgin. The relic comes
from tho Basilioa of Apt, In the  province ot
Avignon, Father Tetreau, of the little French:
Church of 8t. John the :Baptist, in East .76th
street, met Mgr. Marquis at the pler and took
to his'ohurch'thé sllver ' bound glassjar con--
mmnﬁ]the,ren_o whioh 18 aboul sixinches long. *
Mgr. Marquls and Falher Tetxean  &ré friends,,
and when :the_Mongigoor stared for Rome,
Father Tetreau asked.bim togo to the. Arch-

 bistiop of A‘;Tgon and intercede for-a part of

the Saint's b



