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bath not revealed this unto thee, bui my Father
which is in heaven,”” The answer was an in-
spiration—he had *heard and learned of the
Father '~and therefore it was absolute, it was
enough, it was & confession to which nothing
could be added, and from which nothing could
be taken away. It was sufficient for its pur-
pose, it would bear the weight of bailding
upon, and therefore our Lord now could add
these confirmatory words, ‘ Thou art Peter,
and upon this Rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of hell shall pot prevail against
it And thon, a8 a special recognition of
Poter’s part in this great confession, our Lord
adds the words, ‘I will give untc thee the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be bound ir heaven,
snd whatsoever thou shalt Ioose on earth shasll
be loosed in hoaven '—prerogatives and privi-
leges, as we have seen, extended only a little
later tothe entire apostolic body, and in which
the Churck of Rome has just the same interest,
but no more, with any other portion of the
Catholic Church in Christendom. As Bengel
pertinently puts it— Quid keec ad Romam?

There can bo no Choroh apart from building
wpon this Apostolic foundation. To quote again
Poter's own words, ‘ Thero is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby they
can be saved '; and to quote the Apostle Paul,
¢ Other foundation car 0o man lay than that is
Jaid, which is Jesus Christ,’

Bat let us sco tho nature of this Confession
88 affording a foundation for the building up of
the Church of God. The words involve the
acknowledgment at once of the Office and the
Person of Christ. Ouar Lord builds this Church
of Mis uvon His Messinhship and His Godhead.
(I) ‘Thou art the Christ.” These words of
Poter involved the troth that Jesus the Son of
Man, now standing beftre him, was the Seed of
the woman—that particular Being whom God
bad promised from the boginning, and whom
He had ied His people to expect, It involved

the conclusion that sall types and prophecies
had met and wore fulfiiled in Him; that He,
and ro other, was the promised Redeemer that

* ghould come into the world; that therefore

there was room for no other. And (2) this
Confession involved the truth of the Godhead
of the Saviour, that He was the Son of the
Living God. Highor thun this the faith of
Poter could not soar. Less than this would
have afforded no sisble foundation to build
upen. It was not the confession of some ab-
stract dootrine, such ag the unity of the God-
head, or Justification by Faith, or the Fathor-
hood of God, or the cunfession of some idesl
personage, or of romo spiritusl abstraction, but
the confession of a Porson at once human and
Divine, ‘' Thou art the Christ,’ the historical
Redeemer, the Suvionr that ehould come into
tho world." Thon art ‘the Son of the Living
God, the Word that was from the beginning
with God, and that ‘was God,’ ¢ very God of
very God, begotion, not made, who for us mon
and for our pavation came down from heaven
and was incsrnate by the Holy Ghost of the
Virgin Mary, aud was made man.’ ZThisis the
Christ of Peter's confession, and it is on this

. all-suffioient foundation that our Lord declares

He will build His Church,

Lot us sce, 1hon, in our Lord's words to Peter,
His acknowledgment aud ratification of the
Apostle's great confession, It was as much as
if He had suid, * Thou bast oonfessed me, and
now I will confess theo; thou hast owned me,
ard row I will own thee, Thou art Peter, thou
art a living stone, hown out and built upon me,
the living Bock. Thou art a true Petros of Mo
who sm the Divine Petra, and whosoever would
bo a lively stune, a true Poter, must copy thee
in this thy frue confession of Mo, the living
Rook ; for upon this Rock, that is upon Myseif,
holieved and conicssed 10 be botb God and man,
I will build my Church ’ (See Woodsworth in
loco). The above is practiosily the final utter-
anoo of St. Augustine on the subjeot,

Of the other two passages relied upon by the
Royman Charch in support of its extraordinary
olaim, we have now time only to obzerve that
the passage in St. Luke (xxii. 32) is for the
first time quoted as supporting the Petrino
claim in a letter of Pope Pelagius IT A.p. 586,
and the meaning thus put upon it was repudi-
ated by the Bishops, whom the Pope addresaed.
As regards St. John xxi. 16 17, the common
Patristic explanation is, that it denotes only
the restoration of St. Peter to the place from
which he had fallen by his three fold denial,
and that no new grant of any kind was then
conferred.
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THE ESSENTIALS OF CHRISTIANITY IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

To the Editor of the Church Guardian:

Siz,—1I was well pleased to read your selected
article from the Living Church under theabove
heading in your last week’s issue, a3 it came
in vory apropos in support of an exaotly iden-
tival suggestion thatl made at the last meeting
of the Protestant Committee of the Council of
Public Instruction, which is, you are aware,
composed of all the leading Protestant denomi.
nations, I regret, bowever, to have to add
that my suggestion was not received with the
ory ‘that's it exactly,” as the writer in the
Living Church seems to anticipate that such a
suggestion would be received. On the contrary
I could not even get & seconder, What poasi-
ble objection there oan be on the part of any
body of professing Christians to the Apostle's
Creed, I oannot conceive, Thoy all profess that
a belief or creed is necessary to salvation, and
most of them contend that the different denom-
inations are but different battalions of the same
army fighting under ome bapner, although, if
this be 20, it may be remarked that they are
very badly disciplined, for a3 often as not they
are found fighting one another instead of the
common enemy. Buat admitting this to be the
cavo why should there be any hesitation in
designating the Banner under which they pro-
fess to fight? It will not do to say that they
all beliove in the Bible for belief was a requi-
site for salvation long before the Bible had any
oxistence, Moreover, the Bible iz not a oreed,
but rather the history of the creed. Noither
will it do to say that a Christian is one who
believes in Josus Christ, for many of the Athe
istioal writers profess to beiieve that some sneh
person once existed, and even the Uaitarians,
Mahommedans and Mormons belive in Him in
s certain sense, A oreed must be more spepific
than that. The question is can you give a
better deseription of the essential ruquisite for
the belief of a Christian than that contained in
tho Apostle's Creed ? Is it urecriptura! in any
particalar, if go, in what particalar? If erro-
neous in any partionlar, surely in this enlight-
ened XIXth Century, the leading Christians f
1he different donomipations should be able to
amend any such error, so as to he accepted by
all. It however, this should be found to be
impossible thon we would have to change the
formuls from ¢ Believe and he saved’ into
* Belieye in any denomination and bs saved,’
which i8 practiosily the Ryman Catholio doo-
trine. But then whal becomes of the invisible
Catholie Church that so many profess to believe
in? However in suggesting the Apostles
Creed, [ did so because I thought that no
Christian ocould possibly object to anything
therein, but if I nm mistaken on that point I
am porfectly willing to substitate any other
creed that rhay ULs universally agreed upon
provided that it contains all the essentials ot
Christianity so distinguished from these mat

ters on which a difference of opinion may he

allowed to exist, and which are the fonadation
of our diflerent donominations. What I desire
i8 that in this Christiae country the Christian
religion, or as it is styled in our school laws
the Protestant Faith, shoald beoffizially reeog-
gized in our Public schools, indeed, this was
held to be necessary, be ths jadgmant of our
{ourts in order that a school shonld be hold to
ve & legally oonatitated publio school. Iam
thenkfal, however, to ba abls to admit that the
Protestant Committee has made consilerable
progress in this direction, daring the last five
yoars. We have now the Bible on oar list of
suthorizad tezt books, and under the tille of
Scripture History, a good deal of religion
may be, thongh pot necessarily, incideatally
taught ; and under this head also the acholars
in the elementary schools are required to com-
mit to memory the Liord's Peayer and the Toen
Commandments, Again by oar regulations, as
lately amended (159, 160), the school daring
the first half hoar has to ba opsned by reading
a portion of Soriptare, followed by the Lird's
Prayer and instruotion given in moraly sad
Soriptare History to which is added the inj mo-
gion, ‘ but no denominational teaching shall be
given in suoh school’ I presume this meaus,
althoagh it does not say 80, that no oatechism,
or articles of faith drawn up by any denomina-
tion shall be taught; otherwise it would he
difficult to undersiand what religions teaching
could remaiz after eliminating the teaching of
the 150 seots, each profeasing to ba foanded on
the Bible, Inoae sense the foregoing reselu.
tion would be right enough as it would never
do to leave sach teaching to the discretion of
the teacher., Bat what Il am now coatending
for is not denmominational teaching, but thae
official recognition of that easential Caristian
teaching, which is, or ought to be, common te
all Christian denominations, and which I would
provide for by the Apostle's Creed, or some
substitnte therefor, Agaia, helieving as I do,
that all morals must necessarily be founded on
religion, I strongly object to them bsing dis.
goniated therefrom, as they are by our rezula-
tione. What better code of morals can bo found
than the Ten Commandments, supplemonted
with the Saviour's summary thereof, Itistrae
that the sgholars have to learn these by heart
nnder our present regulations, but learning
these a8 & lesson in Soripture history s a vory
diffsrent thing from receiving them as a part
of every Christian's Creed.

No one who reads through our regulations
but must be iopressed with the feeling that
the question of religion is one that had to be
handled very delioately. with the neocesiary
resutt that all practioal good therefrom is
almost eliminated, and you may ba sure that
the scholars are not slow te appreciate this.
There are those who favor the exclasion of all
religion from our public schools, on the ground
that the Church and Sunday school are amply
gufflsient for this parposs., I{ the childcen at-
tended these ia the samo numberz as they dv
the schoois, there might be some force in this
preteation ; althonghit must bs remembsred
that the Church and Sunday schoo!l of the pre-
sent day are the very inatitations that foster
denominationalism, Ia this age, when there
appesrs to bo such & general desire for union,
what better commencement could be mude than
bringing up the riging generation in such a
way that they couid not fail to learn that aftar
all we were all one in essentials,

Moreover there is another objsction to con-
fining religious instruction to the Sanday.
We have now a great deal too much of mere
Sunday religion., What the world has to leara
is that religion belongs just as muaoch to every
day of thy weck as it does to tho Sunday ; sod
no bovter way coald by desired to sbrain tais
obj:et than the tenching of practioal religioa
on every week day in the schools.

I uww aware that I am at present in s hopo-
less wminority in respect to my views on educs-

tion., Although I think I oan recogniz signs



