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remarks to these, it is not at all my intention
to depreciate the importance of the raligionu
education of the humbler members of the com
munity. But while their instruction ils n some
degree provided for, those of whom I speak are
I fear, in this direction, te a large extent at al
events, the neglected classes. These have not
about thom the visible halo of misery and want
which londe a pathetic interest te the poor
nor does the question of their religious instrue
tion involve those questions of political and
ecclesiasticat rivalry which, in the case o
others, awaken an enthui:::= : mi
otherwise be wanting. And yet I firmily beli ove
that it will be only at the risik of tho faith of
thousande of young Englishmen and English-
women, and at the great poril of our Ceurch,
that we can continue te ignore or to nogleet
the urgent need which oxists for making per
manent and general provision for the definite
accurate, and systenatic instruction in Holy
Scripture, and Church IIistory of the young
persons te whom I refor.

No one who is at alil acquaintoci with lie
existing conditions of our modern English life
can be ignorant of the fact that thera ihi an un
usual amount of disboliof, at ail avants of in-
differencet and unbcliof. Tho extr-oncly
low standard of moir-als which is at leat-
acquiesced in, and soertiniae gloe-d iii by
English society, the charnactor and stylo of the
literature which is s fatatb poplar Iviti
nearly all classes, the ilncreasin ndifterenco to
the observance of the brrd's Jay-thes' are
aIl omoines indicationR Of tha waning powor,
and the weakoning of the infliienco o? rolgions
prixciples in tho consioen(;cn and in tire ron
duct of large numbors of tho oomnitviiy. N>
this is, to a considerable extent, the ont come

of a vague and oftimes undefined footing ilmt
the authority of Holy Se-ptuca ha- betn

ishaken, and that tha Bible is no l thgertie
supreme standard of Jife ant mora-r.

The seathing, somotimnesi peîrfoetly inirnri
and candid, sometirnos uttorly orrnloiat o'i.
cism, to which the U bio und tho t di ie f
Christianity havo been suibjîctrad, ha:s walccn
cd th faith of some, and la irproegnart thor
whole atmosphoro of' Ciiairitan h -c with ro on
ervatinîg influence. The fait h oi mny ptrof-
cd balievert hai dogenrated in a lhlartt
opinion that, aftar all, Cliri-iauùnity m'ry b'
true. But the fait' fabric of the-n Chiian uaitih
cannet rast upon a ilPerhas"

I am deeply conîviieid that the ier-t and brnt
remody for this stato of things, tho surîst
security for thc faith ofour young laeolie, ii an
accurato and intelligent knowledgo of th Hoiy
Scripture. Half the objections agcitainst the
Bible, which have for Our young mien th fatal
fascination o f novelty, are rot realy anrgumenits
against the written Word itsolf, but against
some ignorant and merly traditinal inter-pro-
tation of it-objections, sometimoi parfuectly
sound and true, not te what is in Scripturo, but
to what is said of it. Half th moral difficul_
tics which are urgod against certain of the
fundamentat doctrines of - Christianity-even
against the Atonoment itsolf-aro attacks, and
sometimes deserved attacks, net upon the
doctrines themselves, as oxpressed in Holy
Scripture or in the Creeds, but upon merclty
human explanations which oxplain nothing,
and popular illustrations which illustrate noth-
ing. These would lose aitogethor thoir dis-
turbing power if people were intelligently ac-
quainted with the teaching of the Holy Scrip-
tares themselves, instead of being content with
what are sometimos mercly popular travesties
of them,

Now let us ask what opportunities exist, as a
rule, for such sorely needed instruction ? There
are, of course, in some churches Bible readings.
These, however, are generally, and perhapi
necessarily, of quite a diffarent character froin
the kind of teacning to which I refer. These

reading contain se much purely spiritual teach- other day a member of tho socioty which face
s ing and exhortation that they can rarely bode tiouny calls itsclf the Libnration Society staid

scribcd as systematic, technical and detailed to ma that b had nover mot a laymnun of tihe
instruction in the books and in the text of the Church who scnomeod to know a rhin about
Bible. Thoy fulfil the parpose, but that pur- or cava any thing fr the dt a i C' 1 c Ih.lractor.

pose is not the particular one ta which I am istics of the Churoh a-3 suci. T LM i-s, if soOrno
venturing to direct attention now. Thoro is directions onty too common. If th1 p0 r .atd
again a possibility perhaps of such teaohing middle classa-i were reale' in " xiii tho
bting given in the home. Tho large extent, genor , otilue and the 'stI midents of
howevûr, to which foreign governesses ara cm Churhir hitory, they 1 i ,ta mn !t: înread
played, the gencral ignorance, and the lamcnt- a knowlodge of thee fa-rt-s iin plke cf the gross
table indifferonce of parents themselves, rendor caricatures and the inninary -on:cn'on which
home instruction in religious knowledge a vOr-y are, to tiht Churchs detimont, do-gnodly
remuto contingency. I do not know a singlc scatterod b:adcast among the r cs.
mother of the iupper classes (with one illa3- I havo vorrtnred ir brinfg forvarl those
trions exeption) who hais made anything liko questions, andi to urg tem, . fair, at unda
the same provsiou for the roligiousr education length, bt I hupo not. with unduo e-trnostness,
of her family as she has donc for their itunte- becus I ars po-nad iit a, maintonanco
Lion in inusie cr languages, or oven dancing . Of ti 'nitith r il, e irt.r-y dti r rgaly on
Wa can scarcely hope for any striking reslits our shoving thr pa 'pe 4j high an iiow d4grou
in this direction. t at we ai not af 1td iruth front whroj'ver

Thore romain- the timo of proparation fan- it n vty thti1, tit livig Wur'ir G >r
ConfirRation. I pass by Iha obvions fat that stands in niirel ot st up! n tarir Or an

its brevity make it quito inadequato f-w thea "I" rt n"i i t"j" la

purposo. Apart fiom tii his - diffiaulty, m)y own orAnd t;Ni't rt1Ex fttiii viou rtrewi Il
not very limited experione haw ld ir or 9h1a4 a hr tIthe country, will
tibly to the ceclusion rthat, to fulfilt- is mailn larligely turn ulpiinli utl andt acratct-Iy of
object preparation by the Crgy ft n hm i, I 11o .i t
tion should bc as far as possible prr-y ;pit a (' r o ry her prlmy, nd her

ual. It is a great aind a uniquo topp irtilu ity lu î
kindle :id testr-ngthen thirae rtpial nat ho-v r

.~~~~~ tY in hpn thr-eaiacrtmi yountg porsons just enrtering uponil to g: 't:' rîa th'sîî: -iemiirtiia
repo:nsbitias atd ttmptation. of lifa. Pilri

s a grout danorc u lest tthey at ld eon i th H n r t . I lt ) o.. a ire

inagîro thart ir fins for ir ri-

ocatnshedicn by uher pttri nî k-nct r' exanm
tiJl, or answrng aI string o qruestio .r

wo ail knora'w hotv th exionti- arian

frmirIr oIegit trnpel us d to- mn n t i
to mark, inst irari, andi thurs t <1 r P o trCiil a -;epre'd Cr rt~atirtirr,
v.ahr.rî of tire oplpriiînt my tn i> il IjJV ut 'rtklii ieii nv srt.r rîr'

reajLrat n forl C>ilirm ir tof i n a ii " ri

I p ii. or vhro lr Lte lui tia -

iv t w t ; ddi ulty h r te ii i :4

l)mvîjr''Ivell I! a; UIînîn -sî'r ilitLurh andr WIIby i , ;ar al ovents, dia ii i.;ir tr

;l1ý.rqtt:f 1 i t,ti4el,. ai y crrrr. rasi l aV r-ai tîlrrîaIkrt' t 'ri -. 1a i >re
fiî n, ler ilopm

p;ýq.j.t oril tjý Ia-.o I d:h moiiL

tiI ~ ~ ~ n lal- rr a miu' iy'W lai tret1 w r ir y ire rU i n fiaor *r- rav ('r. rrcî-Wi.,~~s ar Famitim- C/MrdI)

ilergy i litmserlvo .

h rit ' ; hird nit il l ls have -nL' tlni

modest cdvantagiî o ThI r cint flî feaJr r I nrcr al l'i n,/crîp r . ,ri or S b r-

ad- iî n r ii i- tions that wt lergy are thl
;pi p:wty' oaf th p nt day, t an w oi , n.i

Lr' ie tae cl rhr doubts ri drliultis « at I n a. t n ii r n r ', e tvC-

-strdr. t ro arc siomoml o >tpl>sed t> r Au incni l N. AIE îiyaîî.t I N Ai)
prÀiî atl in<qit'y mN " vuiaed.' 'li- i-r ti m i VA :;' n; 0.,0eri sæ
la: gui txtuint undie-e d. IL t p prîraps îîr i j m; 4 g' y ,ap1.1 i a: -i · ©, j ang
rer-uit of tha torno t. adtd by a rmal criarr whî,t ;' ri'iikti)er i /'<aa'i rt

uscol toi thîink rthtt ai s.ai'casm abh n "Q lin- n g meti IituL(t ta - ea \ c ri'-'t e a --. liiniiig ac ûrb<
ied interleet'" ws a seUd tuat anrte to a mci- î hO rfptajyat''ir sly' - î ü :' ia rait us

" modrn'î thomgrat ; aud foergot tharu t ir -r:t foi-rbtr i jtirlir 1ti lrfr' t t ab+rpo
ti lied intellect wa; objeodonaW-, ucre wv 

sucb nrthing a jnamttiad stupay, 'ri h
iv a s h a rid ly le s dr n g u r . ir t a o i ptp e r i t . 0 p e it u m it t-i b-
is thit whan younrg pe-operve dou bts, rue; i 1- a $O per (1liiiUoi [or t f l

are olten afraid to coino to their ler-gy r:i - cheapsl t rb i ai w y tri thr r Do.
who witt only, they imagine, regard -honm mirion. Wo firrihI mnîy erit t muihi.

vory wicked- and thon insta d o drag g de4 tading the t mn r i -th rorbate c

out their diflioulties ta the light ct day, uid an
meeting them candidly and fearIesy with thc cilir
systamatie help of their pastor, they hide thom a year in akraîr. Tirs vu catnot allow, a-id
awav in their hearts as il they W0ro g-il y all ar-rart-s must 'O ¡a amut $1 -60 rata. Though
secrets to do their deudly work. wa contempîate abandening the special offer

Therofore thora will b ruch gained, bath above rferre-d to ut an oer-ly daLtv 'we will ac-
directly and indirectly, by the dovelonIment, ir -
soma way or another, of the strictly toaching cept îanwaIS fit thiri rate fr tha proant if 0e

functions of the ministry. companiad wiii arru'r- i fiJ, ut $1 .50 per
A similar lino of argument applies to in- annurn.

struction in Church history, There is extraor- A correspondent writoz, remiting subacri
dinary ignoranco amongst othar wbie weil- A p-
educutod people on this subject. The prcva- tions, and the n ames of two now subucribers:
lence of tiis ignorance is an opportumlty of ' It is my intention to advisa aIl my friands to
which the Churchof Ram and Dîsienting sects becomesubscribera, for their own henefit, te a
iu this country largely, and, from thoir point publication which wili be an advantage to
of view, quite wisoly, avail thomselves. -The them'

MAr. 22, 1889.


