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Divine p-otection before separating for rest at night. work, utider a systci of traininrg which retained

We know that it is often pleaded that tine is hold of item throughoaut tIhe who of ther ct A:
wantirg for tiis service. But. surely, if the heart giate career-yes, and frmin l:eir carliest scho-
was in tihe matter, time could be found. No one dais. Althorugh the quesctin of a central Ciurcli
can !ronersiV say-a very few exceptions lieing; Unîiversiky was proposcd at on the vÔilÀ
allwe d fur--that it is not possible or practicable Syntd meinv, we are not awarc that ani ver-ry
to recnre five or six ninutes, rnorning and niiht, earne.t cffort has becn adi tr carry inîto c fret
for faniily worship, and yet that brief period iwil th resnlution then adiped, and w: certih;
sufice to read reverenily a portion of Goc's word r gret the accptance of tic Ontario irvineb!
and to call devoutly upon His Name. 'There are Shi brfore sucrh cffoit bas beei mudi. We dI
several excellent manuals of devotion which ia n'.o know whether the amhoridesoii y Cuiiege
be used for this purpose. It is a pleasant thing to are ton far cuommnitted to this schcnc to pennit of
add sacred song to the service where that is
practicable. Let us say, as a practical suggestion,
that in our onr experience the time imnediately
after ie evening ineail is tIe most convenient iour
for cvening worshiip. Then the wo/e family can
be gathered, youngest as well as oldest, and in
places where there are many evening occupations
this is an important consideration. But the great
11iîirr is that at sorne timne-which let its own
convenience determnine-the famiily, as a /ami/
should unite in the worship of God.

Still again, we fear that in many families the
religious instruction of the children is alnost
entirely relegated to the Sunday-School. Such a
use of the Sunday-Sciool is to pervert it. It is a
very valuable auxiliary, but it cannot, without
great harm, be made a substitute. We will not
dwell on this point, but simply commend it to the
earnest consideration of our readers.

We rejoice that there are many Church homes
which are what tlrey ought to be. Under God,
aur hope for the future rests on them. But there
are other homes, where the parents and perhaps
other members of the farnily are confrmred and
communicating church members, where household
religion does not flourish. Periaps no blessing is
invoked upon the daily food. There is no lire, not
a spark, upon the family altar. There is no study
of the Word of God in the family, nor instruction
of the children by the parents in religious 1nov.--
ledge. The whole atmosphere is worldly. Alas :
can we say of such a household any olier thain
this P-it lias a nane to live, but it is dead.

Editorial Notes.

UNIVERSITY FEDERATION.

We notice that th: question is receri-ïrog ira
attention in Ontrio, and it iuld seem as if i
realization is almtost a cetinty. We do not. I ni-
ever, s;.mpathize witi the novencnt fromr a ClIi ;i
standpoint, and have becen somewhat astuni
to note the readiness of those in auth:it:y in thirrre
great Chrrch Unithersity of Outario to fal in wn.
this iaoenent. That necessit' exists in Ca:-da
to prevent the extension further af, an1 perbay.
cen to redice, ire degree-granting power, is, ie
think, uc;de:ibe, and. recogizing this, we arc
pion' rto aec a fusion or Universities attemptod.
Bot t seems to us that the fusion to be aimîred ar
is that of al] the c/urc/ of Eng/and Universiics
in Canada ito one strong central Church Univer-
sity, rather than that proposed in Toronto, of al
denomuinational colleges into oie Provincial-Stare
-University. Wc strongly incline to the vicw
that this latter scheme will uihimately result, if not
in an actual divorce of religion and education, at
eaist in a weakening of religious and Chchly

influence. Surely the Church, would be best
served and ber children he best prepared for lier

thîeir witidraw irng frorn it or not-if not. we would
express tire hope tirat, in the interest' tic Chunrch,
they would postponîe action tuntil at le-st an earncst
effort has been made to carry into effect the fori na-
iorn of a Church University for the Ecclesiastica
Province of Canada.

THE CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES.

We have on different occasions noted the won-
derfrul progress of the Protestant Episcopal Churchr
of the United States, even in those States wherein
the Puritan element prevailed, and wherein in
times gone by the religious liberty theory, so

boldly but falsely advanced as characteristic cf
this class, was belied by the grossest persecution
of suci as belonged to Ie old Church of England.
It is pleasing to find that the progress referred to
lias become marked enoughr to claini the attention
of the secular press of the great commercial
inetropolis. The Vew York Tribune, in an article
on "The Religious Outlook," pays ber the follow-
ing worthy tribu te :-

l'ie Protestant Episcopal Church is steadily
growing in strength and numbers. Its missionary
work in the West is lourishming, and there bas been
a notable increase in the clergy, many of whor
have come from other denominations. I works
oif practical philanritropy it is rapidly taking a
Iorenost position, whiile in is last Churci Congr ess
-held at Detroit, in October-its clergy showei
tieorselves able to grapple with soie of the nmoat
iiportait social and econoimic questions of tîn
day. Jt enters upon a nev year with a pronise of
abrndant useftrlness in lie future."

We recrently add, God grant this great and
active branch of tie Holy Catiruïrc Churci greatei
progress still, and an ever-imereasing influence ove:
and finrmr holdr ipor tie masses of ti peopce.
" Peace be w:rhin her walls "-may her priests tie
n r lhed n % ti r igiteouîsnîess, and ilmt: sainits withi;i

her fuld sinrg wihi joyfness.

Black Letter Holy Days.

1Thl foilowing ought ta rave arpearcd is rire
.endinrg tu tIre notice on thirs sibjcit in <or i r?

bi . but did mot reach as in tin i

ie TCk Leter iMy inay the Calndar

They consist of days comnemorating-

(a) Persons and events connected with our

illessed Lord ;

(b) Saimrs and Martyrs of the first four cen-
turies ;

(c) Saints of tIre Church of England and the
British Church ;

(di) Great Fathers of tire Church

(e) Saints of the Frenci Chuîrci, inserted to
keep ip the rnremnbrance of the close
connection beteen iithe ancient British
and the Gallican Churches; and

(f) Three other days to be alluded to in their
turn.

Of all these tire dates are inostly cither arbitrary
or traditional, but no more so than are those of
the Red Letter Holy Days, of the Annunciation,
the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, or, perhaps,
Christmas Day.

As a whole the Calendar, and especially the
Black Letter Holydays, stands forth as a perpe-
tual witness against the arrogance of Rome which
denies the ancient origin of the Church of England,
an origin almost if not quite as ancient as ber own,
and which claims all the Saints and Sacred Days
as peculiarly belonging to herself, and to the igno-
rance of ultra Protestants and of those Churchnen
too, who lower the dignity of the Church to the
level of modern sects.

3. B/asius, Bp. and M., was the Bishop of
Sebaste, in Cappadocia, a part of Armenia. He
suffered martyrdom in the roth or Diocletian
persecution, A.D. 3 i6. According to tradition, lie
wvas tortured by having his flesh torn with iron
combs, 'I his proving insufficient to shake his
constancy, ie was beheaded, by order ofAgricolaus,
tIre president. He is the patron of wool-combers,
andi is represented iii pictures with an iron conb
in his hand.

5. Agata, V. and M. A Sicilian lady of noble
birth, who died for ber religion at Catanea, in
Siciiy, in' the 7 tlh or Decian persecution, AD. 253.

()n account of ber beauty, she was pursued by
Quiitianus, tIe practor, but not yielding to his
s'uiicirationts, she iwas inprisoned as a Christian,
and torîred, being iurned with hrot irons, and
iaving her breasts cut off with shrars. On being
coîrned to prison. sie crr'nrommided ber soul to

nY il :înd expiired. Sie is represented bearinrg in
mc hind a pair of siear, and a ialin, and in tIre

,)"er -l salver, on wlich is a fernale breast.

n.j. Va/entine, Bp. and A/. An ancient Pres-
bluter, iwho was lleaded at Roie, after a yeats
irprisonment, in the reign of Claudius IL, A. D.
270. lis being called a Bishop in the Calendar
is perhaps a relic of the promiscuous use of the

i 1 Uniner u ni ar - ca ' '0 title Ep, jùiscopus by both the first and second orders
tmnguish tem froui the Hly ays for which ser- of the ministry in tho early Church. [le is said
vices arc aprointed, antI rose rames in a pro- to, have converted the whole family of Asterius,
periy printed Calendar are 10 red. They are the his gaoler, by restoring his daughier to sight. He
remnant of a much greater numrber which were in vas so famous for his love and charity that the
heCaend before the Reformation, and which costoni of " choosing valentines I is thought to

were distrnguished i one way or another in the- have been a very carly way of conimenmorating his
daily services ; and they vere retained in our day, which lias been observed for over 1,200 years.
nroent Prayer-book for this special reason, per-
hiaps, aiong others, that rlrey serve to connect
and identify the Church of tie prescit day with . Vie is ta aU s
that of thre whole of the long ages since Christ S tisr dung Uic

came, and so with the various forns of Ie Church coming year. Wili yu help, to do it ? It can be

of God since the creation, donc if nac present Subscriber wili aid.
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