
THE CHRISTIAN MIRIlOR..

CONFIDENCE IN GOIY.
ýý,îIO 6âas not re,,ard''it %vilh admirat(iou ileh chilgl-
hik'e C cci iicrice 'Ilichi Uic ancicuit patrliarchs re-
1io3ed ini Goîl ? Whante"'er (bey i'igh lue c"Ilier
tiçucri te perforun, or wberever ttrey inighl lic com-
iini!ed lu go, obédienuce veas yieiuieu wilhiout ire-

sitieri or doubt. IL veas (lie Ccii cf Abriari-
Jtiiovali-tbat spake, inill Ibere %vos rie reasco
why i hey should iiistu us( bis uvoril. Tue proof et
ie faitbfultiesswoia daiîy belte (hem- ley cotilîl

flet doubt. It is titis ajîrîfile trust %vhich se uIroug-
ly mrarks (ha characler ofthase ancien! Men, anti
givcs sud'i a charrn (c tlirir history.

'l'bc sama Goal wvio wa(ched over lhen-wlio
vins their guide, their guardiari, (haie ahicast fa-
miliar friend-la cuir God, anil is iiuchanged. It
on!y requireg in us flic sonne humble reliance' or
M, whiich lhrey rnîitased, ins orîler (huaI wa

may eiiioy tlie sa me conscing influenrces. God
is stili Jehovali-is stlli (ho Goni cf Abrahamn, of
Isaac, and of Jacob, andîlha looks with ne lesS ici.
teresI 10w cri (ha concerna cf bis eildreu, fibart
ha did or lhrose cf the paîriarcha %vite watcheii
their locks in tire wilderness. T'ie troubles o.
lite and fle sources cf snxiely were net les, nurne-
reus, or less trying, wit!i (bain thrar %vilh uis ; but
threir confidence in Goul w.îs unshaken, and fle>-
iiver liait reason to suppose (bat il uas nrisplacad.

TRUST IN PRlOVIDENCE.
TrirnE are limes nt whîieh, more tian others, we
seern te necil (ha consolations cf a trust in Divine
Providence. WVîile proSperi(y andl quiet attand
our stapas, uve hîardîy feci that our own alreni>î
not sulficient for us; bat when adversily cornes-
wheir our hoptes are hlasle'd-wbai cuir most stra-
nantus efforts to surppi our own wori(s have proved
urîavailing, andl a bse itute ais(ress is lhraatcrirng u
-we (cal (iba need cf the support cf a more (lion
hnan arrn. TIiot crin ia alir>'s nea, and happy
are llîay Who cun faci ifs poweer. Perhrats nu
doass of (ha cemmunily at fila prescrit (lune noei
more tha consolations cf a trust in Divine Provi-
dence (ban tire husbaniman. Burt let hlm rfern-
bar, that Abraham's Gcd is stili (ha God of the
faithîfui.

IIAP'Y--tice happy is (bal man, who, ami al]
(ha ailvarsities of lita, can reposa an unwavaîîng
trust in the wisdorn, banevoleace, and intagrits
cf God, Thora lis an inaxpressible sweelness in
(ha thought (bal or Ileavcnly Faîher is gulilinu
ait (luinga for aur good-tliat (ha bitreat cupa o?
affliction conlains a healing inedrelura for the seul,
ani the darkest clouda of Providence is but the
robe, ini wbich or faithful friédai counas near, and
communes uvill eue spirit. -

Ils Who would ha lruly wise, muI folIcw the re-
quiremaents of Hlm who i. spake as neye r man
sînake betore. Truc wisdom prompts us te hae
eheerful in (ha uiscbarge cf duty, and le trust aI
auu times in the rectitude cf Ood>s uMoral goverri-
menrt. Titus will present peace hae mud(iplicd.

/~~DMASCUS.
TtiEuv: is ne eily, îvith the exceptionr cf Jrusa-
lem, se Interesting as Ibis. IL is (ha oldest city
trpon the earth, snd standls a suhîtary, staily mo-
nument, in the midst cf decay. Bahylon and
Thelbes wer* lils contemporaries, but tlie formé
lias passed away withou( leavinig a trace cf i
rni lcence, ainil (he attler la repreaî'n(ed onty
yis startlinz riuire. Sti1h Damnascus remit ilsand is nOW, with the exception ocCoustantinopl

(hae largeat eity of (ha East.
Here are thie ;l Aborna andI Pbaephar, rivera o

Damascua," agair. caiiing up (ha (hriliing stery o
lire Syriari Laper and tlue Habrew Prephat. Hi-
(ber Saur!, with bis relenîless piersacutinga, foilow-
ed (ha aarly Chrialianus; a-. il near ifs uvaîls, Iltha
voc from heavenSy anîl the "9 light abose (b'
brightness et the sun,"7 arrasted bis feelsleps.

The idan(ily cf the spot bas beau presarved t
Ibis day-the Christiars cf tire city usirg IL as
burial place.

The tnaveller car il11 wuulk tbeough th " i 9stree
called Slroi.ght,"' and is shown by fire credulo
monk (ha very bouse oceupied by Judas, wher
Pou! passedl bis heurs of blindness, and %vbare, a
(he comrand cf Ananias, (ha sosies drepped frn
his eyes.

So rich is (his ceuntry ir fruits and flowers, Iha
it ba bacc cailed, ln ait agas, (ha ic garden e!f (lie

-.criI."' Tt i relate d of Moliamuiede diaL Meien,
,îf(ir crossing filie doseit, lie à;av lii lu.Xtliii
v;illey, lie exclairned tchat lie derîired but one Ii
rilise, and liierallure %vould not enter liere for ecar
oft forte itin-g iris iii tertst ini the 1 arai 1 lie ail ici-
palcîl allear dacLii, but turncd aside wilhout o dlose
inspection of this (eirrp(iîlg scane.

Liarnascus lias a eceiiarimi1irtane.e ini ccnuîec-
lion with tira piogress of Cliriru;iiaiiity ini thae
ports. i lias àlready heen viriteil ly tlie Agente
fi Ille Biblea nd Aissicnary Sociely. BLirîg (lie

great moert %vliere eastern and *esteri trerciian-
lise is s.crngdt elerai rerîukzvuuq cf Is-
lam errvaiîs froîn the 'norili uand cast, ini (heu
proigress le Alecca ; andl rcrrdered cotri 1iatlivel3
a Saia residerîca by tie cliciency of Maienrel
Alil, it cpan, one ofîflic inost iim1roitaii anîd exteit-
sivo fieluds cf ri,icsnaey labour.

Aiîcîher l'au! may ytt preacb Christ iii Damas-
eus, and the moral aspect of (ltis delightifiil coun-
try May prascrnt as eîieering an appeorance as (ha
rich dispiays cf i (s lot urai scenery.-Zion's IUc-
raid.
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AN INCIDENT FRiO) REAL. LIFE.

WVOiorvE lias (ravelled amcng (ha Seoltish huis
tnd (flaies, connot bave failaîl te observe tie eruit-
pulous fideliLy of the lîrbabitarits te theocld famriiy
bible. A more lionouirabie trait cf character (hiai
luis cannet bu fouiîd ; for ail men, wlîether Ourla-
tiens or inidiels, are prorie (o put raliarice in (hose
wle Ma (ho bible Ihaîr coniiait-and vebose
weli-thitiinberl pages showv the confidence (beir
oveners possea !ii il.

A tai, years ago. Ibere dlveelI in Ayrshire an.
ancieuit coupla, pcssessing -c f this %vorlil's gear
rruficieirt te icaep (hem iiîrepcnden( from ivanIt or
%voce and a eanny dauglîter to bless tiroir gray
lîshîs anrd (ittes-in « steps. A collant of a former
raccame eamourad cf (ha daugliter ; and site, ne-
(bing boath, censenterl te hae ibis. As Uthe nratéli
was every way wortiy of ber, the old folk3 coni-
scrted, and as (bey were desirous le sec lberi
bairn comfortable, the two were mide oe. In a
few Short years, (hic Scythe of lime ct]l down thre
nid people, ond théy gave (heir bodies (c (ha dust,
and their seuls (c (ha Creator.

The young farmer having bearil mueb of the
promiserd lard ayon( tho sPa, g;ilhered loeatîror
his iludq, andl sei*ling such as were useiess, packcd

nip (hose ealeîrlated tle of service tc flmn, at hie
rew borne. Soe neiglihouirs, bavin- (ha saine
iîching for ddventure, sold off (liair'homes andl
homesteadls, anrd witli tira young coî sel sait
for America.W

Possesscd cf considerabie propertY in file shape
cf "isiller,"l (bis eompany were fuet like (he gene-
rality tif ernigrants, linor andl friendiess, but liap-
py, arr! finI of hope oft(ha future. The iret thing
done aftcr the iandirg, was tha taking out the Ml
family-heir loom, andl reeurning lbanlls arnd praise
to Ilim wlio had guidai! (ha bark te a saf,- baver.

As file farmer's objact in coînir tc (bis court-

(r 'va's (o parclase a faim, anud flow rig ooci-

ralior, but uitie ime was sporl in the eity hc liad
arrivel in, and as bis felion,- passenuge rs baud pre-
viousiy determineal on thaie destinartioun, lie bitule
(hein fairewell, aund îvi(b a ligl heurt truîned bis
face towarils thie setling, suin. Indiona at ibis
lime was seatliiîg fast, ana hoviiig heard of ils
cheap and fertile lance, lie Juu.errnuurd on setliig
withiuê ils borrh'Ni.

On the banksnf the Wahasli lie tlxcd cria farm 1
and paîd cash fuit one hait, gava a morîgage lfo
(ho balance, payable ln cone year. Hiaving stock-
ail bis farm, and put seed ir tile grontunrI ha rest-
ail front hic labour, ard inatientiy awai(aîl tlhe time
wbcn ho igi go forth to reap the hîorvcst. Ui,
aies!1 ne cars cf grain ixla<ldened lis beart, or re-
warded bis loi!. -The lever offi(ha ccuntry atl(rck-
ed hlm, and at tlie lime when dire fields were
white with the fuireas of the lahouru'r's ekillI,
dealli ealled hirn berce, and left bis diseonsolate
wife a widcw, and bis cîîly child an crphar.

We Icave ('nia first sotrw, ard posa on te wit-
riass (ha struîggles cf (the afflicleil widcwv a year
afterwards. The lime having arriveid wher (ha
morîgage ivas le hae paiul, she borrowed (ha money
cf a ncighbcur who bad been very attentive t

sarne taMe %vilh lier to retiew î!,.ir pioifessed chui-
.,atiorg tu the< Giver ùf ail gond. Ilard and pa-
t iptily did site toit to repay the saim agoinst the
jiîoinised lume ; blit o!! %would s.ot do ; foirlune
frowncl, an! s!îa gatve way (à. lier acumilateut
troubles. Di.lîcarteneil anîd dlidacteil, site relin-
qufýliF.dlier Lirm and (lie stock for lesq (Iran sirnO
owe'd lier Chr istiani rieiglî)bour, wio, nlot 5atiicd
%wili Iliat, puît an execution oni lier furniluire.

On Urne Sabhatbi previolrs tg) fle salc, sire tck
courage, anid strenglienin; litrselfiil (lie know-
il1e of lîwVing, \Vronged Ito oe, went te fle Lenti-
pie of lier Faitier, anrd wittî a tiîcat filled witlî
hurnilrly arnd love, poira-d Ouit fief seulI (o Hlmr
Il lo tuiirueth not awvay,» andî. taviiug communed,

sie b y sida, with bier Chiio siireighibour, return-
cil te her desolate home.

lie her fortitucie bail like to have forsakaen
ber; but seeing lie 1-old fainily bîble,") sbe re-
verently prit it to lier lips, and souglit fur consola-
tion finir ils pages. Siotwly sire pertiscd its hîoly
ani soi-inspiring- versas, anîd galberai! hope front
ils neyer fsiling promises, andl wh~ile the (carie
flowed freely, her beait seeîured to say

%Vithin this holy book 1 trace
Tire lite ut Clirist, bis iwondrouit gracc-
Tin anxiosis care and lîoly love,
Not eartI)s, net mine, but Ileaven aboya.
The path i jeiar, tIre track is suire,
Why ivait i then-these lian.g endure 1
0 grani, nhy 00(1, nfl ni ay bc
S.ucera and 1raycrful, Lord, tu thc.

The da), ofeïsale having arrivai!, lier few geocis
atnd chattels werc, in <lue couîrse, kinocked ofli te
ther Iighiesl bitildr. Uîrnmoc., she suav passi fromn
her Js-a5cîaiticîr i ftar aiiil v itbout a imur-
mur, tiI! the constable hel! iip (lie oh! ta mily bi-
blIe. This wYJ5 tce much. Tcars flovred ul gii! 5ec
silent îitteraiice of a lîrokien lierît.* She ir.gged
(ha constabhle le spgre ber this mnemento cf lier re-
vered an!l depaiteil parents; and ilie humane
inan of the !awv %oulà willinîziy have givin il i t
lier, but lier iniexorahle creditor iieclared every-
thiurg 3hould bc sold, or lie woa deternil (o
bave ail that was cwirîg hlm.

Thlu book Was, Iliereforce purt Up, alid airout bc-
ing disposed of fot a tev shillings, wlicr sha sud-
denly urua(ched il, aol ileclaring she would bave
rorne rclie of tîrose site lovad, eut the Sie rider
thread (hbld the brown linen covcrs witb fle
inciiîn o et cairrinY il. Tire ejeer 11ell ini ber
hanil., randl witli it, two fiât piaces of tim, îllrLy
papier. Surîrisedil t ha circîimsance, she axaf-
Mrilfi lham--and wh'aî was lier joy anil delight
te fiiîd (bey each called for îiu'e burndred pounds
on (ha Bank of Englanîl. On tha back of ona, ini
lier rnother's hand-writing, were (lie foliowiîrg
Word$:

Il Mlien *orrowv o'ertaltcs ye, seek ycr bible."

And cri the ollier, in ber fa(her's handt-

Vl er Faihcr's cars are neyer ilcof."

Thé sale wae irnmediéttely stoppad, and* the ta-
mily hbil given ta ils faithfi o*rier. The fur-
allure -old wvas rc'ailiIy offered to ber by those wlio
bai! purcliased, Vvbich shle glodly look back.
Iloving paid off ber relentiess créditer 10 the ut.
tcrmcst td.ithinc, iid reiited a small house in the
village oif -', elle placetd the balance of her
rncney in sucli a way as lo reccive irîterest cnough
,te keep lier cornfortable, on aci isnw able to enjoy
tihe precchls tif (ha oli! faril bible wîlbcirt tcar
or mcoslatîon. ler fimie and allntion is devoted
leo (ha bringirig up of ber brigltt blua-eyed Alice,
andl if (lie biuirpy siniles of t he counitenance rnsy
ho coiîsidered an index oft(le heset and mmnd lit-
Lie Alice bids fatir tua be a sbining star in (lie finti,
commur.ity oif wliih &lbe al, prescrit ferras but&
unit.

At the meeting-bouse in tire centre of (lie vil-
lage, nia) be sean evary Sunday, sitting abouî
hait way up (ho soulli aisie, a lady of about iîirty
years of ag-e, dresscd in dcep meuirning, wilb a.

face g1owinr w!(b fie beau(y cf' hliress, but oni
Whom.e.ybe sean dieep tracc.a of past sorfow.-
At the.publie horue in the same place, and at ths
Samne lime, may also be sean a being in the garb
cf mani, bloated, anid sctting over th poisorirg
bowl. The crie is the possessiftg widow-tbs
oîber (lie profe.ssing neighboar.-Phuidhis
ChronLcle.


