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THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR..
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD. Bwvorld.” Ttis related of Mohammed, thal when,@her hus?nml and hetself—one who knelt at the
L . . _ ;1. Bafter crossing the deserty be saw this luxutiamBPsame table with her to renew their professed obli-
Wiro has not regarded with “d'."""t'f" !!’e.fb'l" Hvalley, he exelaimed that he desired but one lpa—  sations to the Giver of all good. Hard and pa-
liks confidence which the ancicut patriarc s ]rc- Hradise, and therefure would not enter here for fearfftiently did she toil to repay the sam against the
posed in God? Whatever they ""’5'“ "f c‘_" ed ot forteiting his interest in the paradise he antici-Hpromised time ; but all would pot do; fortune
upon to perform, or.whercv.cr ".ml{‘ m:gh.ll)c som-Rhated afler deagh, but turned aside without a closcRfrownad, and she gave way ta hier accumulated
manded to go, obedience Wwas yie ""fw\'bl ";‘f‘ he- inspection of this tempting scene. troubles. Disheariened and distzacted, she relin-
sitation or doubl, It was lheh(..od of Abraliain =gy, hascus has a peculiar importance in connec-Mquished her farm and the stock for less than she
Juhovah—that spake, el there wos no reasonfy. ' iin"fe progress of Cliristianity in theseflowed her Christian neighbour, who, not satisticd
why '.he{ should distiust his world. Thle proof f‘l parts. It has already been visited by the Azentsfwith that, put an execution on lieg furnituse.
his faithfulness was daily '1““:” tt“”ln.; ‘;(;"Z'lf::",{ Bof the Bible and Missionary Sociely. Biing thel  On the Sabhath previous to the sale, she took
not doubt. It is this snn‘p‘; ‘sr:s w‘:n'l en a(?(l Mgreat mart where eastern and western werchan-Reourage, and strengthening herself with the know-
ly marks the chamcterto : ;1 la“?‘ - ety anCRlise is exchanged—the general rendezvous of 1s-Bind e 'of having wronged no one, went to the tem=
givessuch a charm ‘°“°'tr h"d‘")' them—1wholll2m caravans from the “north and cast, in theilgyjo of her Father, and with a ticart filled with
The same God who w‘? cd_e ot\;et. elm stwr')o progress to Mecea ; and rendered conparatively®pnmilty and Jove, poured out her soul to Him
was their guide, theu‘g(l’ur "‘1".’ ""; a '"?i ‘i( B2 sate residence by the efficiency of Mehemell \wio turneth not away,” and baving commuaed,
g::,l.;,a:e‘;:;?gg-;::l:)::hgosa’mimh::p‘;:;: ,Z?;%f,c;' onfAl ‘rt ‘;Il'?"-‘f"“e ofthe ml°-?‘ important and exten-Rside by side, with her Christian neighbour, return-
\ . : . sive fields of missionary labour. . Beu to her dosolate home.
Him, w.luch 4 mamfesl)qd,” p f«lmler lthatG}v; | Avother Paul may yzt preach Christ in Damas- Here her fortitade had fike to have forsaken
!mjt,'l?n og ‘vt:\?\fi?es(i(l:lmﬁ\oemG%d'gfuxll::;;;lm ?)l jeus, and the moral aspect of tis delightlul coun- hrr; but seeing the ¢ old family bible,” she re~
lli:alc,‘ a:doof Jacob, and he looks with no less in-[J 1Y May present as clicering an appearance as the verently put it fo her lips, and sought for consola-
terest now on the concerns of his children, than) ftion frocr its pages. Slowly she perused its holy
be did on-those of the patriarchs who watched and soul-inapising verses, and gathered hope from
their flocks in the wilderness. The troubles of its never failing promises, and while the tears
life and the sources of anxiely were not less nume- fflowed freely, her heart seemed to say :—
rous, or less trying, with them than with us; but
theit confidenco in Gold was unshaken, and they B
dever had reason to suppose that it was miisplaced.§
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GENERAL, LITERATURE.

THE OLD FAMILY BIBLE.

AN INCIDENT FROM REAL LIFE,

Within this holy book I trace

The life of Christ, his wondrous grace—
This anxioits carc and holy love,

Not earth's, not mine, but 1lcaven above.
The path is clear, the track is sure,

Why wait | then—these pangs endure ?
O gran', my Gud, my life may be
S.ncere and prayerful, Lord, to thee.

TRUST IN PROVIDEXCE.
THEeRE are times at which, more than others, we
seem {o need the consolations of a trust in Divine
Providence. While prosperity and quict attend
our steps, we hardly fcel that our own strength is
not sufficient for us; hut when adversity comes—
when our hopes are blasted—when our most stre-§
nuous efforts tosupply our own wants have proved
unavailing, and absolute distress is threatening us
—we feel the need of the support of a more thang
human arm, That arn is always near, and happy
are they who cun fecl its power. Perhaps nv

Wroever has travelled among the Scollish hilly]
wd dales, cannot have failed to observe the scru-
pulous fidelity of the inhabitants to the old familyQ
bible. A more honourable trait of character thanf
this cannot be found ; for all men, whether Chris- . )
tians or infidels, are prone to put reliance in those® The day of sale having arrived, her few goods
who make the bible their confidant—and whose§ and c‘ha(tels .w;:rc, m'due course, knocked 0!’ to
Bwell-thainbed pages show the confidence theirffthe highest biddur.  Unmove:l, she suw pass from
ini her possession aiticle after article, without a mur-
pwners possess in il. mm[ tiil ;hc constable held np th’e old family bi
. . : 1 =
ange:ﬁ‘zo{"l;s aggge:;if :fwfgil;n“‘:,yr;:i‘;rzezt ble. This was too much. Tcars flowed, und gave
class of the commnnity at the present time necdfe, i ccont lo%(e;pplhem h{?lepcndenl from want orJEilent utterance of a broken hemt. She begged
more the consolations of a trust in Divine Provi-§ .00 " and a canny daughler lo bless their gray the constable to spdre her this memento of her re~
dence than the husbandman. But let him remem-By 2012 and toltering steps. A callant of a farmerfivered and depated }’3'9".‘53 and [he humane
braham’s God is still the God of th P man of the law would willingly have given it to
her, that Abraham’s God is still the God of thel,ocame enamoured of the daughter ; and stie, no- aw » 4 Javed
faithful. Bihing loath, consented to be his. As the metchh her, but her incxosable eveditor declared every-
1ng ; workl 0 thing should be sold, as he was deterinined to
was every way worthy of her, the old folks con-§ have all that was owing him.
sented, and as they were desirous to sec thein § The book was, therefore, put up, and aboul be-
baien comfortable, the two were made ane. In a Bing disposed of for a few shihinws when she sud-
few short years, the scythe of time cat down the@ly'® P ehed it anl declarine ohe would have
. heir bodies to the dust Waenly snatched ity and declaring s
oldipﬁlople, mlld :h: gévc l‘ eir vodies ‘Prome relic of those she loved, cut the slender
and their souls to the Crealor, - ¢ o
thread that beld the brown linen cover, with the
The young farmer having heaid much of thelin cation of retaininz it. The cover fell into her
romised land ayont the sea, gathered togetheiBhanids, and with it, two flat pieces of thin, dirty
is duds, and selling such as were useless, packedgnaper.  Surprised at the circumstance, she exa-
up those calculated to be of service to him, at hisllinine.d them-=and what was her joy and delight
new home. Some neighbours, .h"V!"g the sameldio find they each called for five bundred pounds
ditching for adventure, sold off their homes and§op the Bank of England. On the back of one, in
?om;slea'ds, and with the young °°* set sailflher mother’s hand-writimg, wete the following
or America. : words ¢
Possessed of considerable property in the shapej « When sorrow o'ertalies ye, seck yer bible.”
of ¢¢ siller,’” this company were not like the genc- § ’ .
rality of enigrants, poor and (riendless, but hap-BAnd on the other, in her father’s hand,—
Jpy, and full of hope of the future. The first lhinﬁ
done after the landing, was the taking out the oldj§
#family-heir loom, and returning thanks and praisef
to Him who had guided the bark to a safc haven.§
As the farmer’s object in coming to this coun-

Harpy—1hrice happy is that man, who, amid al)
the adversities of life, can repose an unwaveting
trust in the wisdom, bencvolence, and integrity
of God. There is an inexpressible sweetness in
the thought that our Ileavenly Father is guiding
all things for our good—that the bitterest cups of
affliction contains a healing medicine for the soul,
and the darkest clouds of Providence is but the
robe, in which our faithful friénd cones near, and
communes with our spirit. -

s who would be truly wise, must follow the re-§
quireraents of Him who % spake as never man
spake before. True wisdom prompts us to be
cheerful in the discharge of duty; and to trust at
all times in the rectitude of God’s moral govern-
ment,  Thus will present peace be multiplicd.

\

/- DAMASCUS.

Tnere is no city, with the exception of Jerusa-|
lem, 5o interesting as this, It is the oldest city}
upon the earth, and stands a solitary, stately. mo-|
nument, in the midst of decay. Babylon and
Thebes were its contemporaries, bul the formerf
has passed away without leaving a trace of it5
magnificence, and the latler is represented only
by its startling ruins. Still Damascus remains
and is now, with the exception of Constantingple
the largest city of the East, -

Here are the ¢ Abama and Pharphar, riverso
Damascus,” agair. calling up the thrilling atory o
the Syrian Leper and the lfebrew Prophet. Hi-§
ther Saul, with his relentless persecutings, follow-}
ed the early Christians ; ad near its walls, ¢ the
voice from heaven,” and the ¢ light above the
brightness of the sun,” arrested his footstcps,

The identity of the spot has been preserved to
this day—the Christians of the city using it as @
burial place. -

The fraveller can still walk ibrough the ¢ streef]
called Straight,”’ and is shown by the credulous
monk the very house occupied by Judes, wherd
Paul passed his hours of blindness, and where, a(
the command of Ananias, the scales dropped fro
his eyes. :

So rich is this country in fruils and flowers, tha
it has been called, in all ages, the ¢ garden of theff

¢ Yer Father's cars are never deaf.”

Tha sale was immediately stopped, and the fa-
®mily bible given to its faithful owner. The fur~
. . nilure sold was readily offered to her by those whe
"’.Y,W“Sbw 'l"ntrt‘l:hat'sc a [arm, ‘"(",’ f‘::::‘z,:’"h°°;’"a had purchased, which she gladly took back.

s n } . o . . .
brived in, and a s follon-passenges hud pra-fLLor "% PolL 08 Nt Tl L
viously determined on their destination, he bade villag'c of g , she placed the balance of her

Bthem farewell, and with a Jight heart turned hisk onev in such a way as to reccive interest enough
Hface towards the setling sun. Indiana at this, maney M >

. : USR10 keep her comnfortable, and is now able to enjo

ftimewas seltling fast, and having heard of its lhek;rc?ccpls of the old family bible withoat x4
cheap and festile lands, b detenmined on settlingg "l) ciation,  Her time and attention is devoted
g within its bordets. to the hringing up of her bright blue-eyed Aliee,

On the banks of the Wabash he fixed on a farm,Band if the happy smiles of the countenance may
and paid cash fus onc half, gave a mortgage forlbe considered an index of the heart and mind, lit-
the balance, payable in one year. Having slock-Htle Alice bids fair to be a shining star in (he fietto
ed his farm, and put seed in the ground, he rest-gcommunity of which she at present forms but:
ed from his labour, and patiently awaited the timeEunit,
when he might go forth to reap the harvest. But,B A the meeting-house in the cenire of the vil-
alas! no ears of grain gladdened Lis heast, or re~Bjage, may be seen every Sunday, sitting about
watded his toil. “The fever of the country atluck-Bhalf way up the south aisle, a lady of ahout thirty
ed him; and at the time when ihe fields werellyears of age, dressed in deep mourning, with a,
white with the fulness of the labourer’s skill Kface glowing with the beauty of holiness, but on
death called him hence, and left his disconsolate@whom may be seen deep traces of past sorrow.—
wife a widow, and his only child an orphan. At the_public house in the same place, and at ths

We leave Lhis first sorrow, and pass on to wit-Jisame time, may also be seen a being in the garb
ness the struggles of the afflicted widow a yearfof man, bloated, and solling over the poisoning
afterwards. ‘The lime having arrived when thellbow). “The one is the possessing widow-—~the
mortgage was to be paid, she borrowed the moneyfother the professing  neighbour.—~Phitadelphia
of a neighbour who bad been very altentive tof Chronicle.




