THE CHRISTIAN MIRROR.

POETRY.
“*TIS {IARD TO DI® IN SPRING.”

“¢ 4 shart time afier this, he was laid upon o sick-
bed, whan a bright sun raminded him ol his fuvourite
tima of yenr, awl he said, ¢ 1 shafl never sce the peach
hlossem, cr the Rowers ¢f spring. It is hard to dic
in spring.’

“God," he said, “had placed him ina Paradise,
and he had every thing that could make a man happy.*

““ §et, eminently calculated as he was to enjay such
birssinea, and nervous as his constitution was, he met
tir nearer approach of death with composuro—iwith
Tratitude, an rcsi;?uuion to the will of Him, whese
beneficence had given, and whose pleasure it now was
1o take away.’—>Memoirs of Robert Suvtces, Esq.
By Geo. Tuylor, Esg.

“*T3s hard lo~dic in spring ! were the touching
words he said, :

As cheerfully the light stole in—the: suashinc round
his ted.

“Tis hard {o dic in spring, when the green carth
looks so gay ;

1 vhall not see the peach blossom.**  *Tias thus they
heard him say.

"Twas thus the gentle spirit—ch ! deem it not ofy
fence— .

Departing, fondly linger’d ameng the things of scnse :

Among the pleasant places, where God his Tot had
cast,

To walk in pcace and honour—bless’d, and blessing
to the Jast.

Wiiile some (though heavenward wending) go moarn-
ing all their years,

Their meat (so Wisdoin willeth) the bitter bread of
tears ;

And some, resisting proudly the soft persuasive word,

Must feel—in mercy made to feel—the terrors ¢f the
Lord.

Thaere are whom He lcads lovingly, by safe and plea-
sant ways, :

Whose service—yca, whose zery life—is gratitude and
praise ;

Diffusive, useful, kindly, enjoying to impart,

Receiving to distribute—the service of the heart !

To such, this carthly framc of things, is n0¢ “a vale
of tcars,”

Some vestige of its primal form amid the wreck ap-
pears 5

And though immortal longings of. in sccrct soar aborve,

The heart awhile contentcd fillsits lower sphere of love

““ God placed me in a Paradise !’ so spake &is grate-
ful heart—

As grateful still from all he loved when summon’d to
depart ; :

And blessed he in life and death, to whom, so call’d,
‘twas given, :

Befors aught fuded here, 1o pass from Paradise to
Heaven.
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WheRE is the Christian who hae not felt, at
some time or other, the withering influence of
the world—but especially, when it is ailowed
10 engross the attention, and fully to occupy
the mind?  Surely, all who arc not emphati-
cally “worldly-minded,” must acknewledge
the truth and propriety of the seriptural decla-
ravion,—¢ If any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him.” Whilst we are
exhorted to be ¢ diligent in business,” we are
at the same time commanded to be ¢ fervent
in spirit, erving the Lord.” Now, it is a na-
toral deduetion, that if the whole frvency of
tha spirit is emplayed in amassing the riches

of this world, the mind is totally incapable of|
engaging in the scrvice of the Lord, here en-
joined—for we ¢ ca’ notserve God and mam-
mon.” We wonld not be understood to de-
preciate that diligence and activity so ese2n-
tial in the teansactions of ordinary life. Not
atall. Our objcct is simply to warn the pro-
fessor of religion of the imminent danger of
an urdue and inordinate attachment to the
world. We, therefore, carnestly recommend
1o the scrious perusal of the reader the follow-
'i'ng admirable remarks on this subject, which
we cepy frem the New York Observer :—

Wirey the business of spring opens on the world,
the spirituality of the ehurch is often lost. Many
a reviva! of religion has been arrested and dissi-
pated by the influx of worldly cares, at this stir-
rinz seasen of the year—Almost cvery class o
husiness men hope for a revival of business, and
as a common resnlt the concerns of the Church
must be nezlected, while the world is worship-
ped, Thus God and Mammon come in_conflict,
and tae frequently docs the latter gain the vieto-
ry. We cannot serve them hoth at once, and
fearing to acknowledge the god of this world as
our God, we make a compromise, seeking to fol-
low Mammon for a season, with the understand-
ing, implied if not expressed, that God’s claims
shall be nct and answered as soon as the busy sea-
son is over.

Wisely have many pastors improved the
months of camparative rest, by making a vigorous
onset upan the kingdom of Satan. They have
redoxthled their diligence to bring sinuers to the
knowledza of the truth, and that, not because
God is more willing or the sinner less stubborn in
winter than in summer, but because it is more
casy to persuade men lo {um their attention fo
the subject of religion at such times, than when
the world’s demands are stronger and more urgent.
The imperfection of Christians is also tegarded
they arc more ready to serve God without sacrifice
than with, and will therefore givo their time and
attention. more freely to the promotion of the
church, in those seasons of the vear when litile
can be done in the way of making moncy.

To some men, 1o some classes of men these re-.
marks do not apply.  Perhaps to them the
winter i3 the harvest time. Ferheps they
are equally driven with business through the
year. But the great majority of men, nine out of
ten probably, look to the winter for rest from the
pressing cares of the world, and in the spring they
expect to plunge with fresh energy into the vor-
tex of business, and struggle with 3t till the earth
is chilled with frost, the avenues of transporta—
tion are choked with ice, and the rest of ano-
ther winter sets in and ellows them time to serve
the Lord.

Against this peviodical religion we wish to pro-
test.  Against this compromise on the part oP the
Christian, we would bear solemn testimony, while
we _call on the friendsof God tolet the friends
of Mammon know that our God lives all the
year, and has a claim to the undivided heart
and service of those who are called by his name.
But in spite of this call, in spite of the explicit
warnings of the word of God, in spite of consci-
cn!jous convictions of duly, unless the season on
which we are eatering differs materially from
those that have past, there will be a sad declen-
sion in the churches. It will appear at first in
the meetings for social prayer. They will be
more formal and less fervent ; their numbers will
diminish, and perhaps the meetings themselves
will be suspended ; “the solemnity of the public
services of the sanctury will in many-cases a
pear to he lcss deep s auxious inquirers will E;
rare, and conversions very fow ;. Christians
will not speak co often one fo cnother as they
have been wont, concerning the interesis of
the Redeemer’s kingdom ; the world will crowd
even into the Christian’s closet, and chill his
dcvotions and make them short and few;
many a family altar, especlally for the mornin
sacriflce, will be broken down § and thus the spl-
ritnality of individuals, and consequently of the
whole church, will te gradnaliy worn away, Sad
and meriifying as such nrrophccy is, it is too

Probab)e to be coubted, and is ultsred with the
i

false.~~Scoffers will doubtless glory in such py(:

dictions, and urge them as evidence that rey;.
vals are mere animal excitements, which vy
with the weather; but the truth. should be tof
that it may reprove, though the enemy make j
an occasion to.blaspheme. And there are reasgpy
why e are encamaiedto hope that this openip
year will not be marked by a_deelension of rel;
gion so general as that which has been the featury
of past years.

Revivals are just beginning in many churchey,
We have been looking out for them, expeting
to hear of the stately steppings of the Rost High
in various_parts of the land.. The tidings are
coming. - From the north and the south, the east
and the west, the glad news are brought that Geg
is visiting his people, reviving the heart of the
contrite ones, and winning’ sinners ‘to himself,
Phese seasons of refreshing have commenced a3
such 2 period that it is nataral to cherish the ho
of their continuance, notwithstanding the unfa-
vourable circumstances with which they may be

f]encompassed.

Christians are also less inclined then formery
to depend on periodical excitements, The impor-
tance of steady effortis acknowledged and felt.
—Spiritual health is not marked by fits and starts,
And this truth geins rapidly on the church, and
under its influence the Jaeople of God wilt gi
themsclves for prolonged and ceaseless exertions
in the cause of Christ. Rest is- not. to be expect-
ed this side of cternity ;, and if Christians adopt
this sentiment, revivals will multiply and spread
and meect revivals, the sun of righteousness will
never go down, but shine with -brighter and still
brighter lusire till- the ' perfect day of millen-
nial glory pours its radiance over an evange-
lized world. The church is looking for the com-
ing of the Son of Man. The sound of his chariot
wheels is heard in the distance, and surely the
;crv;nts will not slumber when the Lord is at

and.

And another reason why we look for more at-
tention to religion during the spring and summer
is found in the fact that there is no prospect that
business will be very pressing throngh the pre-
sent scason, Business men are daify and houwly
complaining of dull times, and if there is nothing
to do for this world why not do something for the
next? We know of facts that occurred in 1837
which encourage us in the hope that temporal
adversity may be overruled for spiritnal good.
Let those who -find their -business dull, inguire
sincerely, ¢ Lord,what wilt thou have me to do?’

Y |and an answer may be retarned which shall call

into the active service of Chuist, a host of those
who have hitherto been recreant to their Master,
in the very hour when their aid was most Joudly
demanded. .

As the subject of Education engrosses public
attention st the present moment, we cannot
do better than make o few observations, which
have occurred to us since the appcarance of
our last number.

That desultory and inefficient. is, generally,
the present system of edweation in Canada,
must be acknowledged on all hands, and the
public mind seems at last to be fairly aroused
on this impoitant matter. . We ghall, howe-
ver, confine ourselves at this time to ong par-
ticular point, and that iz, the use of the Bible
in our schools. We are not under appreben-
that such a step as its positive prohibition will
be adepted in toto; but that it may be portially
60, remains urrcertain. God forbid, that ever
euch a stain should blot our meral character.
Are we tamely to yield up that Christian cher-
ter for the promulgation of which hecatombs of
noble martyrs have sacrificed their lives? It
the principal bulwark that defends our moral
constitution ta be swept away, to gratify the
sinister purpoges of a party whose object for
centuries has been to'prevent the disseming-
tion of the Sacred Scriptures, if not to banieh
them altogether from our world? Rather let

2| the natural sun be extinguished from the fir-

mament. To make any remark on the beau-
ty, truth, simplicity, and iroportance of the in-
spired volume abstractedly, would be superfin-.
ous. In preference, we would quote the opi-

ope that the churches may cetermine to make it

nion of one of the earlicst Popcs of Reme. v-he




