
THE CANA!)TAN ANTIQUARIAN

These happy people had a knack of exarnining your goods
and chattels, wvhich they werc convcying iii the most admir-
able nianner, and with the utmiost salir-froid; but stili they
wcrc above stealing-they only tapped the rum cask or the
whiskcy barrel, and appropriatcd aîiy cordage wherewvith you
bound your chcsts and packages. I neyer liad a chest, box,
or balc sent up by bateau or Durhanm boat that escaped this
rope mail.

By tlîc by, thc Durham boat, a long dccked barge, square
ahicad, and square astcrn, lias vanisbied ; Ericson's screw-
proj)cllcrs have crtislid it. It wvas neither invcnted by nor
nanied aftcr Lord Dîîrlhai, but ivas as ancient as Lambton
Hlouse itsclf.

The way thc conductors of these boats found out vinous
liquors %vs as brother Jonathan se playfully observes, a
caution.

I have known an instance of a cask of wine, wvhicb, for
sectirity froni climiatc, liad an outer case or cask strongly se-
curcd over it, w'ithi an interior space for neutralizing frost or
hecat, borcd so carcfully that you could neyer discover hoiv it
liad been cffectcd, and a vcry conisiderable quantum of bever-
age extracted.

1 once hiad a sanaîl barrel, perhaps twventy gallons of com-
missariat West India ration rumf, the bcst of ail rum for
liqueurs, sucked dry. 0f course, it had leaked, but I neyer
could discover the lcak, and it hcld any liquid very well
aftertvards.

You cati have every conveilience on board a Lake Ontario
mail-packet, wvhich is about as large as a small frigate, and
bias the usual sea equipment of masts, sails, and iron rigging.
The fare is five dollars ii. the cabin, or about ;Ci sterling;
and two dollars in the steerage. In the former you have tea
and brcakfast, in the latter nothing but what is bought at
the bar. By paying a dollar extra you may have a state-
roomn on deck, or rather on the half-deck, where you find a


