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regard cvery other tic of love and duty,
Such a woman perhaps (ports with the
tifery fhe creates, and glories in it as a
mark of her power overa man whom all
her unkindncfs fails to nhcnaw, arid who
may {till continue true fo his part of the
engagement, fram motives themolt pure
and praife-viorthy.

Nor 45 the companion to this portrait
lcls deferving our compaflion; or (to the
difsrace of the men be it fpokcn) lefs fre-
quent. Here we fhall fer a mild and
umerous fzmale, unufed to reproof, ‘un-

. hackneyed in the ways of the world, fub-
J¢& to the brutal ferocity, the unfctling
haughtine(s, of fome tyraunnic lord and

mafier ; whd, far from confidering her as

his'cqual, his\ dearcft and beft half, the
the confidentin! friend of his bofom, and
the facred rcpoﬁ'tory of his neareft con-
cxrng, looks on heronly as a flave, detined
to obey his willand tremble at his nod;
or perhaps as the mere vehicle by whxch
his name and family are to be continued =~
the ruby:& of his fenfual pleafure and his

capricious cndcarmcms, at thofe hours
when heis tired of gaming, drinking, or
other vicious though fafhionable .:mufc-
ments.

If this be, as unthpx]y itis, the f"u-
alion of many in the married ftate, it
may be worth whileenquiring from whence
thefo evils (pring ; whicliindeed, threaten
te put an end to the inftitution m’clf or
at fealt to deflroy all- hopes of h:mpmcfs
in it, in the eyes of - -vcry reafoning pcr(‘on
of ull‘cn fex.

With refpet to the men, when we fcc
how early boys are introduced into public
life, and fuftered to be witnelles of fcenes
‘ which fitame the confcious
truth’—when w e reflect 1o what language
thzy are-daily and hourly permittzd to

litan—when we'fez the Rate of youth

entirely blotted out from the book of fa.

thlanable fife, and the (chool boy fudden-

ly-flare | up into man—when vice is'’knowa

before it can bk pra@tifed—Are we any '

> ngerto wonder at the excetfes into which
they are carried hcz\dlong }— And when
the bloom ol virtue is defiroyed, and de-

hauchery has obtained complete poffefficn..' -

both of his mind and, perfon, rendering
themy equalily difguftful to the eye ‘and (’u,

heart of &,malcdchtacy, if at la(‘:, by the

mediation and importunity of friends and
velations, and by the hypocrify of a faw
weeks, beobtains the hand of "a virtes us
woman in -marriage—what mufl be ex-
pected to "be the fefult, but diftafts and
- difguit 2 And this will be refeated by the
offender with M that malignity which the
vidious ever b:.:u towzrd thofe they l*ue
mJured.

cheek. of

-As.to the female fex, I wifh to dcliver.
my funtiments in a gentler way ; and yet
there are furely faults on their fides, which
will not yicld to gentle medicines. Among
thefe. ftand ‘foremoft, as the lcaders of
thole ‘bands moft hoﬂ:lc to connubial fe-
licity, pride and affcCtation~—A pride
which induces them to confider themfelves
as degraded, by doing their duty—~which
lIooks on every conceflion madé to their
hufbands as unbecoming a woman of fpi-
rit 5 the moft dangtrous, and let them
forgive me when 1 add, the moft detefta-
ble charaéter, wtien Carried to its full ex.
tent, ever affumed by thofe who were.
¢ framed for the tender oftices of love'—
-z pride which blinds them to their own
defefts, and emblazons their sxcellencies ..

.- beyond everi-the flatteries of a lover—an

affe&ation, which prevents them from ace
knowledging what they feel, and introdu-
ces a caprice deitru@ive of their own and
their hufband's peace.~I will proceed no
farther in this unpleafant defcriptior,

In addition to thefe failings, peculiar to
cach fex, ought to be mentioned—the
thoughtléfs indifference with which this
moft-aweful cngagemen: is catered into
by the young, the old, and the middle a-
ged—the utter ignorance before hand of
what they are about.to do—the inattenti-
- on at the time as to what they are doing~—

and the forgetfulnefs, aftcrw.u'd of what
they have done, - ’

For better for worle ; for nchcr,for‘
poorer; in ficknefs and- in health ; tiff
death us do part! Do thefe words’ mean
any thing ? And how are’ they confiftent
with feparate maintenance, feparate beds,
feparate pleafulcs, and that grear root of
all evils, divorces » If people come toge.
ther with an “intentionh, .or even a conlei-
oufnels of tlie poffibility (not 1o fay the
probability) of violating every condition
on which they are joined, except thofe:
contained in the marriage fettlement, the,
performance of which may be compelled
by law ; it would be better at onice to-o-
‘mit trifling with what is by fome religions
efteemed a facrament, and to depend wholly
on thic'Indenture Tripartite.

T know it 1is. often’ alledged, ’hy ‘both
pariics, that the temper and ‘difpofition
of the other are {o bad, they . cannot be
boine with ; and that it is better to part
than to llve in perpetual guarrels -and un.
eafinefs, Dut whence does this complam..
arifc? From hypo\.nfy before' marriage,

o

. «nd want of patience and. tendernefs af-

terward, . Lec but every married perfon,-
bufbands aswell as wives, keop - ‘in_mind
“one fingle maxim, and I will ventiire. to -

. infare an end to at leaft two thirds of ‘the )

'qu:urcls W lm.h arifc between them, “ This’
' " magimy



