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T HE ifland, of which I propofe-to give a fuccinft aceount; is the north-
ernmofl of that clulter in the Bay of Bengal, which gées by theA_nainé'

- of the Nicobars. Itis low, of a reund figure, about forty milesin circum-~

ference, and appears at a diftance as if entirely covered with trees:  hows
cver, there are feveral well-cleared and delightful {pots upon it. The foil
isa black kind of clay; and matfhy. It produces in great abundance,. and
ivith little care, moft of the tropical fruits, fuch as pine-apples, plantains,
papayas, cocoa-nuts, and areca-nuts; alfo excellent yams, and aroot called
tachu. The only four-footed animals upon the Ifland are hogs,. dogs, large

rats, and an animal of the lizard kind, but large, called by the natives tox

longui; thefe fréquenily carcy off fowls and chickens. “The only kind of
poultiy arc hens; and thofe not in great plenty. There are abundance of
Inakes of many diflerent kinds, and the inhabitants frequently die of their
bites., The timber upon the ifland is of many forts, in great plenty, and
fomé of it remarkably Iavge, affording exeellent materials for building or
repairing fhips. '

The natives are
five and ftrong; they , t : ft
of thic Malay ; quite the feverfe of elegant, The women in particular ard
extremely ugly. The men cut their har {hort, and the women have their
heads fhaved quite bare, and wear no covering but a fhort petticoat; mad.e.
of a fort of rufh or dry grafs; which reaches half way down thethigh. This
grals is not interwovens but hangs feund the perfon fomething like the

_thatching of a houte. Such of them as have recewved prefents of cloth-pel-
ticoats fromi the {hips, commionly tic them round immediatcly under the
drms: The men wear nothing buta narrow ftrip of cloth about the middle.

Th th fexes are piefced when young 2 .
e o oF v Por hanging lxgavy gy:'fe'ilghts of ihells, they con~

low in Rature but very well made; and furpriZingly ac-

hol ‘plues of d
oles large Plugs O e, and difagreeable to look at. “They are naturally.

trive to render them wide, 1 , : X urally.
difpofed to be good humoured and gdy, and are very forid of fitting at table
with Europeans, where they eat every thmg‘thalt lfs fﬂ}’?fog‘:{hﬁfﬁ ’d i},ﬂk
hey ¢ enoy ! do'not care muchi for wine; out.wilidnn

they eat moft egoz_mpu_ﬂy f hey P Hor s Y pinpera

are copper-coloured, and their features have acaft -

and by fqueezing into the



