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Nahuoa parentage inhabitiog at the present day
the sonthern part of the North-West Territory
of the Duaminion of Canada, bas slways pointed
to a high Lill, sitantad on the south side of Red
desT river opposite to Hand hill, two miles east
of the Broken-knife ridge, as the site of one of
those ancieut cities of the bygone days of the
proimitive tace.

Elevated twn hundred feet above the level of
the surrounding plain, Kelkip-sesoators, the hill
of the Blood Sacrifice stand like a huge pyremid-
al mound commanding an extensive view of
bath Reddeer and Bow river valleys. A natural

tatforin of about ene hundred feet, crowns its
ofty conical summit. At the north end of this
platform, resting upoo the soil, is the Sesnators,
arough boulder of fine grained quartzose, hemis-
pheroidal in formn and hewn horizontally at the
votrom, measuring fifteen inches high and abont
fourteen in eircumference. Upon its sorface is
sruiptarel half an inch deep, the crescent fignre
of 1he moon, with a shining star over it. Two
nmall concave basins abonttwo inchesin diame.
ter are hollowed into the stoue, vne in the cen-
ter of the star-like figure, the cther about seven
inches farther in a straight line with the star
fizure. Around thern are traced strange hiero-
giypric signs bearing somwe likeness to the hiero-
giypha of the Davenport tablet and the Copan-
sltar.  Interwoven all over are numerous small
virclets, which remind one of the sacrificial
stane of Mexico,

At times of great private or public -necessitieg
when extraordinary blessings are much sought
after, «uch as the suceessinl return of a long-
alwent war expedition, the cure of inveterats
diseaae, or the absence of game in the hunting
grouads of the teils the altar of the Teopie of
Nature is thronged by many devoted worshippers
the deputies of the fawily, the clan, the tribe,
and iy certain cmergencies of the whole nation.

The sun is disappearing behind the snowy
top of the mountaing in the west, the shadow of
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night haa alresdy encompassed the Indian vil-
lage in the eantern valley of the river. Behold!
a voluntary victim bearipg in hia hands ths
inastrument of hiaosen sacrifice, clothed in festive
attire, in religicos silence is alowly ascending
the well-stnoothed path of the hill. Bailding
the sacred fire on the top of the platform, the
nosel Jsasc of his race, sits gazing wistfully in
the far east, for the coming of the star-god of
hin anceators. It in the wigil of the warrior
hero. l.o! The first ray of the moruning star
lighta the distant hor{vxon and the failhful
watcher haa fallen prostrate on the ground doing
hotage to ths war god of the nation. laying
A finger of his lett hand on the top of tha stons
he cuts it off, laaving tha blood to flow inta the
basin, Throwing the sacrificial knife on the
ground he with his right hand seisca the severed
fingor and presents it still bleeding towards th»
morning star, crying ** Hail 1 O Episom, Lord of
the night, haill Hear me, regard me from
above. To Thee, I give of my blood, I give of
of my flesh.  Glorious is thy coming, all-power,
foll in battls, son of the sun, 1 worship ther,
hear my prayer. Grmot me my petition, O
Episoral™ * Putting the sovered finger iuto the
basin of the star-like fignre the devoted visitor
of the shrine of the Napa of old, retraces hia
statoly ateps towards the lake at the foot of the
hill, ‘where alone he stoically attends to the
dressing of his sell-inflicted wound. With the
return of the aun in the eaat, the mesasnger to
the god entors his own village, where trinmphant
honours and woll-earnad publie ovation await
him.  Amongst the Blackfest these wounds
ranked equal to those raceived {n the battle
field and were alwayn mentioned fiest in the
public recital of the warrinr’s groat deeds in the
uational feast of Olan. It in the cross of the
“legion d'honneut” of our rod men.
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