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SKATING ON WHEELS.

1t is only a few years ago that in a moment-of
inspiration there was born the design which has
made ‘“ Prince’s” a club apart, and has crowned
it with the extraordinary measure of success it
now enjoys. It was the introduction of the skat-
ing and the concurrent circnmstunce of the ad.
migsion of ladies as members. The opening of
the skating rink revolutionised  the club. = Of
course sxating on wheels, was not accepied by
the fashionabfe warld with instaut readiness.
But the mere fact of its having been introduced
at ** Prince’s'" was much in its favour, and thers
were among the membery certain Jadies and gen-
tlernen whose high privilege it is in some mea-
sure to set the fashions for socisty. When Lord
A waa seqn coarsing over an aaphalte pave-
ment on eight wooden rollers, and when Lady B
—— and the Hon. Miss O were obmerved
gliding to and fro by the aid of the same eon-
trivance, no ane conld dounbt that, however dan-
gerous and inconvenicnt the mode of transgres-
sion might be, it certainly was *‘ quite the thing."
The next discovery made was that skating on
wheels is in no way dangerous, and i« a healthful
and graceful exercise, In a week » lady will be
able to get about on her skates with confidence,
#nd in a month she may with fair practice hops
to be proficient. Many of the ladies who now
appear on the rink have been skating for several

seasons, and have, with the natoral aptitnde for - be on a plane lower than the upper surface of
acquiring graceful habits which distinguishea | the stock in combination with one smaller roiler

their sex, beeome as much at home on the
asphalts as they are in the ball-room.
ful things may be done on the skates, indewl an
ordinary skater can Jdo all. that may be done un
thie ice, with the exception, perhaps, of encom.
passing ** the inside edge." A considernble pro.
portion of the skaters, particularly in the early
part of the.day, are young ladies whe are still at
schoal, for there is nolimit o the age of akating
members, the only stipulation being that **boys”
shall not have access to the rink. A little gind
on skates is well enough.  But it is intuitively
felt that a schuolboy similarly equipped wonld
be undesirable company, and accordingly bove
are relogated to an outhouss ta the right of the
entrance gate. " All the skates in use at the club
come from America, and are of very simple and
and, apparently, inexpeusive construction,
great popularity of the exercise has given rise to
u weries of efforts in the direction of making
skates suitable for uae on ordinary macalamised
roads and flag pavements.  The Jeading  charac-
teristics of one guch design just patented) are

thus terwely and olearly deseribed by 1ta dnvens §
tor :—** Two driving wheels, each ontaide of the

stock, on an- axle suspended " under the ureh o

the instep, in hrackets, depending  from the " beans, like Protegenes : that we

A : Kenes should
lower side of the atork or foot-rest; so that the ! bed at sunset sud ,,(jM, at midnight to :,ol:.k
L upper parts of the peripheries of the wheels may |
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under the toe, and another uuder the heel.” The
skate ' in use wb “Prnnes’s” is a much simpler
artichis to Jook st than this, being nothing mwore
than a sk of woord, batiivr-baound; and brass
tippred st heel and o, and carried upon four

i smal] wheels of rowwood, attached by an india.

subbier spring, that allows of the motion by which
* the outer wige”™ can b accomplished, curves
made, and, to quote the expreasive summing up
of ai enthusiastic .’u!min& who is ane of the

i heaviest skalers on the rink, ** You can skate

ont the pictare on a willow pattern dhnor-
plate.”
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BALZACS STIMULANT.

A writer in the flame Journal says : ¥ Balzac
who had the discass of creative gening in its
mokl outrageous form, *proched to uy,® says

. Théophile Gantier, ' the stiangeat hygiene ever

i:m[wmndm_l'umnng laymen, " 1 we dexired 10

amt. dowi ‘our names to posterity an suthors,

it wis imbispensable that we should inmure our.
selves abmolutely for two or thres yoars ; that we
hould drink nothing tut water and et soaked

fard

il morning | that we should apend the whole

Frasgr, Tomoxrto.

day in revising, amending, cxtending, pruting.
petfecting, and polishing enr night's work,
corToctitiy  proufs or laking notes, of in 0"J>¢»‘
necesaary study.”  {f the author happenel o b
in love, hie was only to see the lady of Lis heast
for une helf hour a yenr, but he might wrie i
her for the cold.bloeded reason ﬂm‘ !i‘}ih'_
writing tmpraves tha style.  leon (-‘.-xm; +
scéount of the dsily life of the suthor of th
Comedie Huaine' haa often been '(uotml He
began his duy with dinner at six in the afternoos.
at which, while he fod his frienda g"urmuuy, Ye
hiniself ate little Leaides fraft and drank nothisg
but water. AL seven o'clock he wished B
friends good night amd went to bed. At midnight
he rose atul worked il dinner.time uu: next
duy ; and se the world ‘went round. Gewg?
Sand calls hin, ¢ Drrank on water, intt,'lm '7'\‘“"
in work, and sober in all ather passions. W h'-:"
he st 'down fo bin desk Lis servant used to piM:
eoffec within rvach, snd upon thia he *mk"i
tll hin full brnin would drive hix ntawal‘!m
almunt sleepleas body intosuch pell-forgetfuines
that be aften found himself at dn{\mxk. bare:

headed and in drossing.gown and alippersan the
Mace du Carrousel, not knowing fiow he came
there, aid milea away from howe. Now, coflte
acts upon some temperaments like Inudannm
upon - others, - and ‘many of the -mauners an
customs of Batyac were those of a confrme
opiuntoater.” : :




