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davs aud weeks together, before it finds its way Lo thie channel
benenth,  What gives grandeur, and throws an inexpressible
charny nround this scene, above and below the Suspension
widge, is the depth of the rocky channel alotigy which the
river bos tound its way. A wall of rock nearly 200 feet in
hoipht rises up precipitously on cither side,  Bare and plumb
Ll way down, the other bulf is a declivity formed out of Lhe
debris which has fallen from above. This ineline is ¢lothed
with the most luxuriant folinge to the water's edge. The
mighty stremn thus walled in and fringed, moving majestically

the boiling waters, and there from the high perpendicular bank
look down upon the seething, surging cauldron benenth. And
il curionity still remnins unsatisfied, there is n diffienlt and
devions footpath down which the adventurous spirit may risk
himuclf to the water's edge. It has been a fashion with some
visitors to inseribe their names or initialg, either on the rock
or projecting roots of the trees on the upper ledge of the pre-
cipice; and there was & report many yoars ago, that while
three persons were engaged in this insane amusement, the

carth gave way under their feet and they were precipitated to

CHRIST

over its roeky bred as far below the surface as the steep sides
are above ity with all the ealmness of 4 snmmer's eve, or
tumultuously with all the fmry of a winter's storm, is a sight
so nnique and sublinne as to il the mind with admivation”
It is not »lways that the visitor contents himself with the
distant view from the Supension Bridge.  "To dothe whirlpool,
from the Villge of Clifton, one must make a hard bargain
with and pay double fare to, some harpy hackman, and if in
the glorjous summer time, take n plensant drive through green
Giclds and forest to the level tree-shaded platean overlooking
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the hottom nnd instantly killed. Whether true or not, this:

gtory hielped to heighten the momentary dread of an other-
wise happy party, and to deepen the shadows of the cloud of
tervor which for a time celipsed their enjoyment. .o 0
It wns o wedding party ; or rather o party who.
#{n the Falls™ to meet and escort a newly-married pair on the
journey homeward from their wedding tour. There was the
l bride and groowm ; some four or five young ladies; a dashing
young widow, whoge ¢ cap” was said, erroneously no doubt, to
have been set for a rising young barrister, who was also onc of

had come-

the party, and whose fame amongg the fair sex almost equalled.
his reputation as 2 lawyer; there was a wealthy. merchant of
matrimonial tastes, just verging on the confines of old
bachelordom 5 there was a bashful young man whose inde-
pendent circumstances and quict manners made him a very
desirnble conpanion for the youny ladics, and whose courage,
it was hoped by some of them, would be brought to the « pop-
ping” point through the examplc so reeently set by his
friend ; and there were some others who need not be parti-
cularized. Such, in brief, was the jovial party who, having
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visited all other places of attraction in the ncighbourhood,
started from Clifton to see the whirlpool on the afternoon of
a' bright summer day, about the end of June. Leaving their
enrringes after a pleasant drive and entering the plateau over-
looking the whirlpool, shaded, as it then was, with_ tall  trees
in full folinge, and fanned by a cool breeze, the party had the
double satisfuction of secing the great whirlpool and enjoying
a stroll throngh a delightful sylvan retreat, which, mated as

they were, was no small addition to their pleasure. But the
barrister had not taken the widow aside for secret converse




