" splendour of their reward, who thought of deaih 2

“deéath-strugale for the flag with the old Anstrian
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the shouts of demons, o full thousand “sprang
out into the hiell fire that swept the valley. It
was a perfeet mee with death @ ¢very instant
brought its frightful crop of casunlties; hut,
with thie eye of Napoleon on. them, with the

With mysel it was not courage—it was @
phrenzy that took account of nothing but the
prize, and of that only as it achieved fortune at
o stroke,

“How we got throngh that unsheltered valley,

Hoeaven only knows, but we did, and plunged
inio a deep water course which gave some
shelter as we climbed Tike mad-men the height
which the Castle stoml, A nearer view
proved what we anticipated, that the Castle
residence than a regular
The fosse was quite dey, wnd the im-
mediate approaches through orange and eitron- |
groves were indifferently guarded. Intrath the
position sectned 2o inaceessible that § was on
the battery of antillery within the wallx the
commandant relicd whobly to discoor ssult,
and omee at close guarters we found our chanees
retdotble,

on

was more a pleasant
fortress

Beside. what cold sense of duty
conld withstand the onslaught of men fired he-

vond  human

cotigge by such a0 vewipd as !
oms?
Sl helieve T was ladta demon in thit ferrible
onslanght,  'We dashed into the very l.l\\~nl‘
the cannang tore into the breach, dured death 1o}
all extremitics,  'The defenders fought hravely,
bt as well fight against the olements unh'\.wz
they " conld annibilate us, every man, hey
were few in nnnber, and though hardly a

tithe of onr men re m.nnul we were still numer

|
ton, f
i
i

ous ¢nonigh fo overbear them like a torrent,  Tn:
through the Lreach we swept—into the Castle ]
hall——cvery eye strnining madly for the flag that !
still waved over the tower,
more.

1 ean el you no,
I'remember confusedly keenes of biood |

and fury thai even yet make my blood rim cold, |

1 helieve even among our own men hloody
struggdes marked’ every fuch of our progres

Alll

an tell js a delirfous remembrance of oo

commandant, ¢ach striving  to fling the other
fromthe dizay top of the hattlements, - My brain
stifl recls to recall it—7J saw the dark body)
going down with a cry of despair, amt T clagped ; !
the torn flag in-flendish glee to my breast,”

_Ihe priest shuddered; and said o silent,
prayer. .

LU Waris a ti:rribln thing ™ he 1:x(~]uimc<‘l,
musingly. ) ' '

.\'Loncs,"

continned,
sand T will spare you my uﬂt-cllnm on them}
Enough to say that thix inhuman exploit (for
which, Gad knows! T seek no eredit) at once

the young man wravely,

made me fwmous.. T wus. suluted Colone) on
the spot, and - the Castle confirmed to me for
ever, But my thoughts were no Jonger, if they
bent on this barbavous glove, - Al
my pleasure centred in the thought that, my-
prize onee converted into veady money, T eonlid
retaren to Teeland and elaim the inheritancee of”
my fatlers,  Ona closer examinationg the Castle
exceeded all my anticipations, 1t turned out
to be the Castello A ligling, the simmmer resi-
denee of the Aunstrinn Governor of Milan, fur-
nishied, us | have suid, more for pleansure than

weve ¢ \'(‘l"

strronnded with heantitul gavdens and
p]:llllnllnn.ﬂ: and erowning one of the richest angd
mildest of transalpine valleys,

for wav,

ST was, of conrse, worth ineomparably more
than for wy purposes [ requived ; but the grand
difficulty to abandon the army,
for wonld bring . fresh bittles and
fresh deaths, and—1 own

wiay now low

every day
it—! began to fear,
pow that 3 bad the olject of wy Life ahimast
assured, some stay bullet might step in to ol

me of wy triumph,  But how was T to cover my

abandenment of a career that seemed so invit-
ing?  Desertion might end . in ignominions

denth s explanations would heonly snecred ny
as the apologies of @ coward.

#41 was eanvassing thix dilomma gloomity in
my teni that night, and devising albmanner of
tmpossilile solwtions, when, to my surprise, 1
wis suntnoned o headguarters hy orderof the
First Consnly -1 fonnd the General seated bes
fore a_maiss of pupers and naps, with a few of”
his ehief Yiewtennnis on cither hand,

# e seanned e swiftly with that terrille eye
‘of hig, and then said abruptly
@Y on are an Trislonan??

u ¢ ){.\'
vepliod,

s Ynu are hot an l~'nﬂ]i°:h!nmi"' he. ugkied
again, with peenlinr emphasis, reading me all
the while to the very sonl, as it seemed 0 me.

« Y understood his meaning and replied :

i The charaeters are inconsistent, siv!

4 e conversed rapidly fora fow moments.
with one of his w-mml ,and then :111(1\'L~sgctl
e again '

T gaw how you (nu;,l\l taaday
I min going.to entrust. you
Treland!

4 My heart honnded so \\'xlh nstonishinent -

mnne ix - the assuranes,” General) 1

e liked it
with- n mission fo

“ H ir p.unfnl for. me even to Hnul\ uf’ Umﬂ,‘d« l"h( 1 hLllc\'c Frnust hive betrayed itin iny.




