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girl, to whom the gallant courtesy of
the young cavalier seemed particularly addressed.

“Ibring you a friend, to whose services we
are much indebted,” said La Tour to his lady;
“und T must entreat your best endeavors, to
make this dreary place agrecable to him.”

1 shall do all 1n my power, from selfish mo-
tives,” retumied the lady, “independently of our
personal obligations to Mr. Stanhope; and I trust
we need not assure him that we shall be most
happy to retain him as our guest, as long as he
can find it agreeable to remain.”

Stavhope returned a courteous answer to these
civilities; but his thoughts were ahstracted, and
his eyes continually turned towards the young
lady, whose blushing face was animated by an
arch smile of peculiar meaning. La Tour ob-
served them, and hastened tu relieve their slight
embarrassment, which he attributed to the late
mal-a-propos disclosure.

* Allow me, Mr. Stanhope,” he said, “ to pre-
sent you to my fuir ward, Miis de Courcy,
whom I perceive you have already identified with
the priest and page, who acted so conspicuous &
part this cvening.”

“ My acquaintance with Mr. Stanhope dates
much farther back than the brief rencontre of this
cvening,” she said swmiling, at the same time offer-
ing him her hand with an air of frankness, which
however could not disguise a eertain conscious-
ness, that sent the tell-tale blood to her cheeks.

“It is far too well remembered,” said Stanhope,
his countenance glowing with delight, “ to suffer
me to be deceived by a slight disguise, though
nothing could be more unexpected than the hap-
piness of meeting with you here.”

“ My aunt looks very inquisitive, ” said the
young lady, withdrawing her hand, and, turning
to Madsmwe La Tour, she continued, 1 have been
so fortunate as to recognise an old friend in Mr,
Stanhope; one with whose family my aunt Rou-
ville was on terms of the strictest intimacy, during
our short residence in England.”

“ My sister’s friends are always doubly wel.
come to me,” said Madame La Tour, “and Mr.
Stanhope’s arrival must be estemeed particu-
larly fortunate to us.”

« It is indeed singuiar that you should meet
50 very unexpectedly in this obscure corner of
the earth,” said De Valette, with forced gaiety,
* Pray, how can you account for it, Lucie?”

“I am not philosopher enough to resolve diffi-
cult questions,” she answered smiling; * but yon-
der are the musicians, waiting to inspire us with
the melody of sweet sounds, and we must all join
the dance in honor of Antoinette’s bridal ; so,
here is my haud, if you will Jook a little more in
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